
HOUSE No. 1058.

House of Representatives, April 5, 1899.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the bill authorizing the town of Nantucket to
elect a chief of its fire department (House, No. 507), report
recommending the substitution of the following bill.O O

For the Committee,

A. S. APBEY.

Commonujcaltl) of illassacljusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Kight Hundred and Ninety-nine.

AN ACT
To establish a Fire Department in the Town of

Nantucket.
lie it enacted by the Senate and House of Representsliv

in Gener ■I assembled, and by the authority of th
same, as fo\

1 Section 1. The town of Nantucket is hereby
2 authorized to establish a fire department to con-
-3 sist of an engineer, two assistant engineers, and
4 as many firemen as may be deemed necessary by
5 the engineer.

1 Section 2. The engineer shall serve for a

2 term of one year and until his successor is elected.
3 He shall be elected by the town at the annual
4 town meeting; but an engineer may be elected
5 during the current year at a special town meeting
G duly called for that purpose, and if so elected his
7 term shall expire at the next annual town raeet-
-8 ing. The engineer shall have the sole direction
9 and supervision of the fire department, and shall
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10 have supreme authority at all fires, including the
11 authority to order the destruction of any building
12 in order to prevent the spread of a fire. He shall
18 have all the powers and perform all the duties of
14 firewards and of forest firewards. He shall ap-
-15 point two assistant engineers, and he may remove

16 them at any time. If not so removed, their terms
17 of office shall expire at the annual town meeting.
18 They shall be assistants to the engineer, and shall
19 perform such duties as he assigns to them. In
20 case of absence or disability of the engineer,
21 he may appoint one of the assistant engineers to
22 act in his stead; and in such case the said assist-
-28 ant engineer shall have, for the time being, alt the
24 powers which the engineer has. In case the en-
-25 gineer, when absent or disabled, fails so to author-
-26 ize an assistant engineer, then the older of the
27 two assistant engineers shall exercise the said
28 powers; and in case he is absent or disabled, the
29 other assistant engineer shall exercise them.

1 Section 3. The engineer shall appoint the
2 firemen and fix their number, and he may remove
3 them at any time. They shall serve until the
4 date of the next town meeting succeeding their
5 appointment, unless removed before that time.

1 Section 4. The compensation of the cngi-
-2 neer, of the assistant engineers and of the firemen
° shall be fixed by the town at the annual town
4 meeting, or at a special meeting called as afore-
-5 said.
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1 Section 3. New apparatus for the fire de-
partment shall be purchased, and buildings for
the fire department shall be constructed, bought,
leased or used only in pursuance of a vote of
the town at the annual meeting, or at a special
meeting duly called for the purpose. The en-
gineer shall have charge of such buildings and
of the fire apparatus, and he shall procure the
necessary repairs to be made upon the same.
No money for the purchase or repair of apparatus,
for rent or repair of buildings, for pay of the
members of the fire department, or for any other
purpose connected with the fire department shall
be paid out, except upon the written order of the
engineer and two, at least, of the selectmen. No
money shall be paid for any of the said purposes
in excess of the appropriation for the fire depart-
ment which shall be made at the annual town
meeting or at any special meeting duly called to
establish or reconstruct a fire department.
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1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 acceptance by a majority of the voters present
3 and voting thereon at an annual town meeting
4 or at a special meeting duly called for that pur-
-5 pose. After such acceptance, the town may, at
6 the same meeting, elect an engineer and perforin
7 the other acts authorized hereby.
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