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Executive Department, Boston, April 6, 1899

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives:

I transmit herewith for the information and consideration
of your honorable bodies a report of the State Directors of
the Fitchburg Railroad Company.

REPORT
State Directors Fitchburg Railroad Company.

Boston, March 20, 1899,

His Excellency Roger Wolcott, State House, Boston, Mass

Your Excellency: Responding further to your com-
munication March 10th, addressed to Mr. Leeson, State
Director, directing attention to the provisions of section 27,
chapter 112, Public Statutes, we beg to submit a brief re-
port, as required.

In confirming report to His Excellency Frederick T.
Greenhalge, dated Jan. 4, 1896, we are glad to say that the
favorable condition of theFitchburg Railroad property there
fully outlined, has been further strengthened by several
years of large traffic and increasing earnings therefrom.

ROGER WOLCOTT.

ttommomucnltl) of JHassacl)usctts,



Steady improvement lias been made in the physical condi-
tion of the road; a settled policy has been decided upon to
replace all rails of lighter weight with 85 lb. steel rails;
larger locomotives and freight cars have been added to the
equipment; improved types of passenger cars provided,
grade crossings are being gradually eliminated, and the
general efficiency of the road augmented.

The grain elevator at Iloosac Tunnel docks having beenO &

burned, has been replaced by a structure built in accordance
with the most modern principles of construction, with a
capacity of a million bushels. The building is practically
tire-proof, and by the addition of appliances recently per-
fected for the collection and disposal of dust, danger from
explosion is reduced to the lowest practicable minimum.

A concession made by Congress of a strip of land at the
Southern boundary of the Charlestown Navy Yard, will
enable the Road to secure a dock on the North side of Pier
No. 7, suitable for the accommodation of the largest ocean-
going steamships, and rendering possible superior accom-
modations for the convenience of passengers and for traffic.
With these facilities and the increase in the rolling stock
and weight of rail, the Fitchburg Railroad will be better

O' O

balanced at all points for the economical and expeditious
handling of merchandise and passengers. The road will
thus be in a position to serve the merchants, manufacturers
and producers, for whose benefit the large expenditure of
public money in the construction of the Hoosac tunnel and
approaches thereto, was presumably authorized by the Gen-
eral Court. In this way the tax payers of the Common-
wealth will secure a return of the most substantial character
for that unusual investment.

The Fitchburg Railroad has become the largest and most
important feeder of the commerce of the port of Boston.
While in 1897 fifty-one and one-half per centum of all the
merchandise exported over the ocean was delivered at tide
water over its rails, in 1898 the proportion thus delivered had
increased to fifty-seven per centum. It is reasonable to ex-
pect with the additional facilities herein enumerated a steady
gain in this valuable contribution to the commercial pros-
perity of the Commonwealth.
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Congress having made liberal appropriations for deepen-
ing and widening the main channel of the harbor, havingo O * o

also at the recent session made an appropriation under the
continuing contract system for the construction of a channel
twelve thousand feet wide and thirty feet deep, by way of
Broad Sound, as recommended by the State Board of Docks
and Terminal Facilities, it may be anticipated that the tide of
travel and the movement of merchandise to and from the
port of Boston, will continue to increase, and that the port
will not only retain its present position as the second port
in the United States in the extent of its commerce, but that
it will increase its proportion of service rendered the na-
tion’s commercial interests.

The management of the Fitchburg Railroad Corporation
is conservative, as well as progressive; it is likely, there-
fore, to develop the many capabilities of the property for
the convenience and benefit of the traveling public, and in
still larger degree aid in swelling the volume and importance
of Boston’s foreign trade. As the number of ships entering
the port increases, the conveniences for importing merchan-
dise are extended, while the cost of freights will doubtless
be reduced. In like manner, with a larger freight move-
ment from interior points, greater facilities will necessarily
be placed at the service of Boston merchants for cheap and
regular delivery of merchandise to Western and Southern
markets.

It requires slight reflection or acquaintance with the
technicalities involved, to induce the inevitable conclusion
that all these forces in combination work for the advantage
of every material interest centered here. Rotterdam with
the limited local trade requirements supplied by a popula-
tion in the neighborhood of 200,000, has not hesitated to
spend more than $25,000,000 in the improvement of harbor
and terminal facilities, largely to enable it to serve as an
entrepot for interior points, mostly in another country.
Other European ports have made enormous expenditures for
similar purposes. With this splendid harbor given us by
nature, the large volume of natural and manufactured pro-
ducts seeking an outlet for wider markets, the comparatively
small appropriations hitherto made by Congress for deepen-
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ing and widening the harbor channels, it may lie said safely
that the benefits resulting therefrom are entirely out of pro-
portion to the total cost. Nor are these advantages confined
to those interests more immediately concerned; it is held
by competent authorities, that the value of real estate in the
district is enhanced by every additional ton of merchandise
moved into or out of the port of Boston.

Your Excellency may be assured that the furtherance of
these important ends, and the care of the large interests of
the State in the Fitchburg Railroad, will have our continued
attention.

Please find with this the last
burg Railroad Company, givint

annual report of the Fitch-
fullor details.

Signed

CHAS. T. PLUNKETT
JAS. RENFREW.
J. R. LEESON.


