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Bill accompanying- the petition of Richard W. Hale and another
to facilitate the ascertainment of the

ation. Joint Judiciary. January

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nine,

AN ACT
To facilitate the Ascertainment of the Truth in Litigation,

to expedite Trials and to amend and improve the Law re-
lating to the Depositions of Witnesses and Interrogatories
to Parties.

Be it enacted hy the Senate
in General Court assembled,

and Home of Representatives

and hy the authority of the
same, as follow

I’cuty-six of chapter one hun-
the Revised Laws is hereby
le whole thereof and substitut-
— Section 26. Any party to
pending in this commonwealth

1 Section 1. Section t
2 dred and seventy-five of

3 amended by striking out tl
4 ing therefor the following :

a civil cause or proceeding
deposition of any witness or

)r may be wanted in the cause
isition may be used at the trial

may at any time take the
party whose testimony i
or proceeding. Such dep<

9 if the witness or party is then dead or so ill, aged or in-
-10 firm that he cannot attend, or absent from the common-
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1 1 wealth, or residing more than thirty miles from the place
12 of trial.

1 Section 2. Section fifty-seven of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and seventy-three of the Revised Laws is hereby
3 amended by adding at the end thereof the following
4 words: and for the discovery of the names and ad-
-5 dresses of persons whose testimony may be material
6 either to the support or defense of the action or both,
7so that said section shall read: Section 57. The
8 plaintiff, after the entry of the action, and the defendant,
9 after answer, or in a real or mixed action, after plea,

10 and before the opening of the trial on the merits, may
11 file in the clerk’s office or in the office of a justice who
12 has no clerk, or with a trial justice, interrogatories
13 to the adverse party for the discovery of facts and docu-
-14 ments material to the support or defense of the action,
15 and for the discovery of the names and addresses of
16 persons whose testimony may be material either to the
17 support or defence of the action or both.

1 Section 3. Section sixty-three of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and seventy-three of the Revised Laws is hereby
3 amended by striking out the words ‘ ‘ the names of the
4 witnesses by whom or”, —so that said section shall read
5 as follows : Section 63. The party interrogated shall
6 not be obliged to answer a question or produce a docu-
-7 ment if it would tend to criminate him, or to disclose
8 his title to any property the title whereof is not material
9 to the trial of the action in the course of which he is in-

10 terrogated, or to disclose the manner in which, he pro-
-11 poses to prove his own case.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its pa;
2 sage.


