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Bill accompanying the petition of George C. Fairbanks for legis-lation relative to taxing underground conduits, wires and pipes laid
in railroad locations by private corporations. Taxation. January 26.

AN ACT
Relative to taxing Poles and Wires erected on Private Prop-

erty by Private Corporations.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa

rat Court assembled, and by the authority of the
I7

1 Section 1 . Section twenty-three of chapter twelve
oi the Revised Laws as amended by chapter three hun-
dred and forty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and
two is hereby amended by adding after the word

>

i

“streets,” in the second line of the tenth paragraph
thereof, the words: and poles, underground conduits
and pipes, together with the wires thereon or therein,
laid in or erected upon private property, or in a rail-
road, — and by adding after the word “companies,” in
the fourth line, the words:—and excepting also such
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In the ear One Thousand Nine Hundred and
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11 underground conduits, wires and pipes of a railroad cor-
-12 poration laid in the location of said railroad granted by
13 its charter, and by adding after the word “ laid,” in
14 the fourth line of said paragraph, the words: —or
15 erected, —so as to read as follows:—Tenth. Under-
Id ground conduits, wires and pipes laid in public streets,
17 and poles, underground conduits and pipes, together
18 with the wires thereon or therein, laid in or erected upon
19 private property, or in a railroad, by any corporation
20 except railway companies, and excepting also such un-
-21 derground conduits, wires and pipes of a railroad cor-
-22 poration laid in the location of said railroad granted by
23 its charter, shall be assessed to the owners thereof in the
24 cities or towns in which they are laid or erected.

1 Section 2. Section thirty-eight of chapter fourteen
2 of the Revised Laws as amended by chapter three hun-
-3 dred and forty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 two is hereby amended by adding after the word “ con-
-5 duits,” in the seventeenth line, the word : —poles,—
6 and by adding after the word “ conduits,” in the thirty-
-7 first line the word : —poles, —and by adding after the
8 word “conduits,” in the thirty-ninth line, the word:
9 poles,—and by adding after the word “ conduits,” in

10 the forty-first line the word: —poles, —so as to read as
11 follows : Section 38. The tax commissioner shall ascer-
-12 tain from the returns or otherwise, the true market value
13 of the shares of each corporation subject to the require-
-14 ments of the preceding section, and shall estimate there-
-15 from the fair cash value of all of said shares constituting
1(1 its capital stock on the preceding first day of May,
17 which, unless by the charter of a corporation a different
18 method of ascertaining such value is provided, shall, for
19 the purposes of this chapter, be taken as the true value
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20 of its corporate franchise. From such value there shall
21 be deducted :

22 First. In case of a railroad or telegraph company or
23 of a street railway company, whether chartered or organ-
-24 ized in this commonwealth or elsewhere, so much of the
25 value of its capital stock as is proportional to the length
26 of that part of its line, if any, lying without the com-
-27 monwealth; and also the value of its real estate, machin-
-28 ery and underground conduits, poles, wires and pipes,
29 subject to local taxation within the commonwealth.
30 Second. In case of such a domestic telephone com-
-31 pany, the amount and market value of all stock in other
32 corporations held by it upon which a tax has been paid
33 in this or other states for the twelve months last preced-
-34 ing the date of the return ; and in case of such a foreign
35 telephone company, so much of the value of its capital
36 stock as is proportional to the number of telephones used
37 or controlled by it or under any letters patent owned or
38 controlled by it without the commonwealth. In case of
39 a telephone company, whether chartered or organized in
40 this commonwealth or elsewhere, the value of its real
41 estate, machinery and underground conduits, poles,
42 wires and pipes, subject to local taxation within the
43 commonwealth.
44 Third. In case of corporations subject to the require-
-45 ments of the preceding section other than railroad, tele-
-46 graph, telephone or street railway companies, whether
47 chartered or organized in this commonwealth or else-

-48 where, the value as found by the tax commissioner of
49 their real estate, machinery and underground conduits,
50 poles, wires and pipes, subject to local taxation

51 wherever situated.
52 For the purposes of this section, the tax commissioner

53 may take the value at which such real estate, machinery
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54 and underground conduits, poles, wires and pipes, is
55 assessed at the place where it is located as the true value,
56 but such local assessment shall not be conclusive of the
57 true value thereof.

1 Section 3. This act .shall take effect upon its passage.


