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II accompanying the petition of Malcolm E. Nieho
idment of the law relative to the liability of employe

ed by their employees. Joint Judiciary. January

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nine.

AN ACT
To extend the Operation of the Law relative to the

Liability of Employers.
Be it enacted hn the Senai and 11 E ntatv

General Court assevibled, and by the authority of the

1 Section 1. Section seventy-one of chapter one
2 hundred and six of the Eevised Laws is amended
3 by striking out the whole of salt! section and in-
4 sorting in place thereof the following: iSe
S tion 71. If a personal injury is caused to an

6 employee, such employee or his legal representa-
-7 tives shall, subject to the provisions of the eight

wing sections, have the same rights to com
9 pensation and of action against the employer

10 he had not been an employee, nor in the service, nor
11 engaged in the work of the employer. Ways, worl
12 machinery or plant, or other thing used or fur
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38 nished by the employer or upon his property, shall
14 be considered the property of the employer in any
15 case arising under this act.
16 In all actions brought to recover damages for
17 personal injuries to an employee, or where such in-
-18 juries have resulted in his death, the fact that the
19 employee may have been guilty of contributory neg-
-20 ligence shall not bar a recovery where his contribu-
-21 tory negligence was slight in comparison with the
22 negligence of his employer, but the damages shall
23 be diminished by the jury in proportion to the
24 amount of negligence attributable to such em-
25 ployee. All questions of negligence shall be for the
26 jury.

1 Section 2. Section seventy-six of said chapter is
2 amended by striking out all of said section after the

3 word ‘ ‘ employer ’’, in the ninth line of the section,
4 so that the amended section shall read as fol-
5 lows: Section 76. If an employer enters into a

6 contract, written or verbal, with an independent
7 contractor to do part of such employer’s work, or if
8 such contractor enters into a contract with a sub-
9 contractor to do all or any part of the work com-

-10 prised in such contractor’s contract with the
11 employer, such contract or sub-contract shall not
12 bar the liability of the employer for injuries to the
13 employees of such contractor or sub-contractor,
14 caused by any defect in the conditions of the ways,
15 works, machinery or plant, if they are the property
16 of the employer.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


