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Bill accompanying the petition of John R. Hions for legislation
relative to the use of freight elevators and to safety devices therefor.
Mercantile Affairs. January 28.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nine.

AN ACT
Relative to the Use of Freight Elevators.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Home of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section twenty-seven of chapter one hundred and four
2 of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by inserting in
3 line ten, after the word “ suitable ”, the word : mechan-
-4 ical, —and also by inserting in line twelve, after the
5 word “elevator”, the words : car or cab when the gates
6 are open or are in a dangerous position, —so as to read
7 as follows ; Section 27. Elevator cabs or cars, whether
8 used for freight or passengers, shall be provided with a
9 suitable mechanical device by which they will be securely

10 held in the event of an accident to the shipper rope or
11 hoisting machinery, or any similar accident, and they
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12 shall be guarded and equipped with some attachment or
13 device fastened to the elevator cab or car, elevator
14 well, or floor of the building, which shall prevent any
15 person from being caught between the floor of the cab
1(5 or car and the floor of the building while attempting to
17 enter or leave the elevator. Elevators used for carrying

18 freight shall be equipped with a suitable mechanical
19 device which shall act as a danger signal to warn people
20 of the approach of the elevator car or cab when the
21 gates are open or are in a dangerous position. Elevator
22 wells hereafter built shall be so constructed that that
23 part of the inside surface of the well which comes in
24 front of the opening or door of the cab or car shall be
25 flush with the cab or car, and the door opening from said
26 elevator well into the building shall be placed not more
27 than two inches back from the face of said well, so as
28 to allow no space for a foothold between the car and
29 well door of the building. All the above construction
30 work and devices shall be approved by the inspectors of
31 factories and public buildings, except that in the city of
32 Boston they shall be approved by the building commis-
33 sioner, and in other cities by the inspector of buildings;
34 but, upon the approval of said commissioner, or in-
-35 spector of buildings, or inspector of factories and public
36 buildings, airy elevator may be used without any or all
37 of such appliances or devices if the nature of the business
38 is such that the necessity for the same will not warrant
39 the expense.


