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M e t r o p o l it a n  P a r k  C o m m is s io n , B o s t o n , Jan. 11, 1909.

Hon. J oseph  H. W a lk e r , Speaker, House o f Representatives, State 
House, Boston.

D e a r  S i r : —  The Metropolitan Park Commission here
with transmits reports to the General Court required by 
chapter 141 of the Resolves of the Legislature for the year 
1908, on the matter of a new bridge across Neponset River 
between Boston and Quincy, and a proposed boulevard from 
Columbia Road in Boston to Neponset River.

Respectfully yours,

JOH N  W OODBURY,
Secretary.
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION.

The Metropolitan Park Commission, authorized and di
rected by chapter 141 of the Resolves of 1908 to investigate 
the desirability of constructing a new bridge across the Ne- 
ponset River between the city of Boston and Quincy, and 
also to consider the advisability and probable expense of 
taking and constructing a boulevard from Columbia Road 
to said Neponset River, and to make reports upon these sev
eral matters, beg leave to report as follows: •—

The resolve under which this report is made is as fol
lows : ■—

Mesolved, That the metropolitan park commission is hereby author
ized and directed to investigate the desirability o f constructing a 
new bridge across the Neponset river between the cities of Boston 
and Quincy at or near the location o f the present bridge, and to 
report the result o f the investigations to the next general court not 
later than the second Monday in January. Said commission shall 
consider the most suitable location of said bridge with reference to 
the various uses to which it may be put, and also with reference to 
any existing or proposed boulevards in the vicinity o f either approach 
to said bridge, and make estimates o f the expense o f said structure 
and approaches, including the draw required in said bridge; the 
commission shall also investigate and make a separate report upon 
the advisability and probable expense o f taking and constructing a 
boulevard in that part of the city o f Boston, formerly Dorchester, 
from Columbia road at a point east o f the Plymouth division o f the 
New York, New Haven and Hartford railroad to said Neponset 
river. There may be expended from the treasury o f the Common
wealth a sum not exceeding twenty-five hundred dollars for the pur
poses o f carrying out the provisions of this resolve. [Approved 
June 13, 1908.

In pursuance of tbe authority and direction thus given, a 
public hearing was duly advertised and held at the rooms of 
the Commission on July 15, 1908.
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Further investigation of the matter has been made by 
the commission by personal inspection of both the bridge 
referred to in the resolve and of the entire country between 
Columbia Eoad and Neponset Eiver, and by special investi
gations and report by the landscape architects, Messrs. 
Olmsted Brothers, and by the engineer of the board, whose 
reports, accompanied by plans and compiled statements of 
assessed land values and estimates of cost of construction, 
are appended hereto.

As directed by the resolve, two separate reports are made, 
as follows: —

First. —  Eeport as to the desirability of constructing a 
new bridge across Neponset Eiver between Boston and 
Quincy.

The existing bridge referred to in the resolve connects 
Neponset Avenue in Boston with Hancock Street in Quincy, 
and forms part of the main highway between the eastern part 
of Boston and the cities and towns south and southeast of 
Neponset Eiver. It has no present connection with any 
portion of the park system, but forms part of the only direct 
road by which connection may be made with the park roads 
to Quincy Shore and to the easterly end of Blue Hill Eeser- 
vation. It is an old-fashioned pile structure, of which a por
tion 135 feet long, including the draw, is within and is 
maintained by the city of Boston; and the remaining por
tion, 600 feet long, is within and is maintained by the city 
of Quincy. The Boston portion has a roadway 24 feet 
wide, with one sidewalk five feet wide, which narrow to 22 
feet and 3 feet respectively across the draw. The Quincy 
portion has a roadway 32 feet wide, with sidewalk 7 feet 
wide. The draw is a two-leaf hand-lift steel bascule draw, 
of 38 feet opening for vessels, above a channel which, curving 
75 feet nearer the Boston side of the river than the draw 
opening of the new railroad bridge a short distance below, 
makes the passage of vessels very difficult.

The Boston portion of the bridge is in a bad condition, and 
is likely soon to become unsafe. The Quincy portion of the 
bridge is in fair condition, but will require repairs within 
a few years at an estimated cost of $7,500, which the engineer
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estimates is an amount equal to the entire present value of 
this portion of the bridge.

Upon these facts and after personal inspection of the 
bridge and its approaches, the Board is of the opinion that 
it is desirable that the entire bridge he rebuilt at once upon 
its present location of a width of 60 feet, with steel girders 
upon concrete or stone piers; and that the sidewalks he 8 
feet wide; the roadway 44 feet wide, paved with wooden 
block, with location for two car tracks in the center; and 
that the draw he relocated over a new channel in alignment 
with the railroad bridge, and he built of the single-leaf 
rolling type, operated by electricity, with an opening 50 
feet wide for vessels. It is recognized, however, that only 
the Boston portion is unsafe and inadequate for present 
needs. If, for this reason, it be deemed advisable to post
pone rebuilding the Quincy portion of the draw, the Board 
recommends that the Boston portion be rebuilt at once in 
the form suggested above, and that at the same time the 
channel be relocated and enough of the Quincy portion be re
built to permit of a relocation of the drawbridge over the new 
channel and in alignment with the railroad bridge draw below.

The Board has given careful consideration to the relation 
of this bridge to any existing or proposed boulevards in its 
vicinity, and is of the opinion that, if rebuilt in its present 
location, as suggested, and with double-rail location for 
cars in the center, and paved with wooden block, it will 
furnish comfortable and adequate accommodations for all 
pleasure travel which now needs to be provided for, if there 
is any extension of the boulevard to its neighborhood.

Second. —  Report as to the advisability and probable ex
pense of taking and constructing a boulevard in that part 
of the city of Boston from Columbia Road, at a point east 
of the Plymouth Division of the Rew York, Yew TIaven & 
Hartford Railroad to said Ueponset River.

The subject matter of this second report is complex, and 
must be considered with a full understanding of the rela
tion of the proposed boulevard to the park systems of the 
city of Boston, and of the Metropolitan District. Inspection 
of the territory referred to, and consideration of the reports
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which are submitted herewith, convince the Board that it 
is possible to present only general information as to the 
feasibility and probable cost o f the proposed boulevard.

A general map of the Metropolitan Parks District, showing 
the metropolitan and local parks and parkways colored in 
green, and another map on larger scale, showing the lands 
unoccupied by buildings with the locality in which the 
boulevard is suggested, accompany the engineer’s report sub
mitted herewith. Examination of these maps shows that 
Columbia Road is a parkway of the city of Boston, extend
ing from Marine Park to Franklin Park, and a connection 
with the parkway to Bussey Woods and thence northerly by 
Jamaica Pond and the Fenway to Charles River. For a 
considerable distance it parallels Neponset River midway 
between that river and the business center of Boston. From 
Bussey Woods land is secured for West Roxbury Parkway 
to Stony Brook Woods, and Neponset River Parkway to 
the westerly end of the Blue Hills Reservation. From 
Franklin Park the double roadway of Blue Hill Avenue 
is, in effect and practical convenience, a parkway to Mattapan 
Bridge, where it connects with Blue Hills Parkway to the 
center of Blue Hills Reservation. East of Franklin Park, 
however, no road convenient for pleasure travel exists from 
Columbia Road toward Neponset River. From a point just 
beyond the bridge referred to in the resolve, Quincy Shore 
Reservation and land acquired for Furnace Brook Parkway 
lead to the easterly end of Blue Hills Reservation. At the 
point referred to in the resolve as the crossing of Columbia 
Road of the Plymouth Division of the New York, New 
Haven & Hartford Railroad, a broad single roadway for 
mixed travel is being built by the city of Boston upon the 
old location of the railroad northerly to a junction with 
Dorchester Avenue at West Seventh Street in South Boston, 
from which point it is rumored that a widening of Dor
chester Avenue to the Dover Street and Atlantic Avenue 
bridges over the south cove is contemplated. These improve
ments, if carried out, will provide a greatly improved avenue 
from the Plymouth Division crossing to the center of the 
wholesale business section of Boston.
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Erom the Plymouth Division crossing of Columbia Road 
south to ATeponset River there are almost continuous areas 
of land on both sides of the railroad which are in large 
measure unoccupied by dwellings or business enterprises, 
and are, in their present condition, unsightly and perhaps 
unsanitary. The distance to Neponset River is approxi
mately three miles. West of the railroad no commercial 
development of any magnitude seems possible, and the 
unoccupied areas of marsh and salt creek are, in their 
present condition, a barrier to any development. This con
dition will be made worse rather than better by the proposed 
elevation of tracks by the railroad to provide for abolishment 
o f grade crossing. East of the railroad the unoccupied 
areas of marsh and tidal flats are broken by the high ground 
and attractive residential sections at Savin Hill and oppo
site Harrison Square. They seem likely to he used chiefly 
for manufacturing and commercial development incident to 
neighborhood to railroad and tide water, but this develop
ment seems remote. At present they are singularly unde
veloped and removed from airy conveniences of steam or 
electric railroad or even good roads. The condition of the 
lands on both sides of the railroad suggests the possibility 
of improvement of the entire unoccupied areas by the Com
monwealth and city, and their development to meet the 
future needs.

So far as the parkway or boulevard question is concerned, 
however, the unoccupied condition of these lands suggests 
the possibility of a parkway on either the westerly side or 
on the easterly side of the railroad; and the landscape archi
tects have presented plans and a report which, submitted 
herewith, may be taken to indicate in general form the re
spective merits and possibility of each road; and the en
gineer has presented estimates, based upon these several 
routes, which indicate approximately the probable expense 
of each route. It is evident, however, that if either route 
should be adopted in general form, or if the entire question 
should be left open, the details and exact location of route 
would still have to be more accurately determined upon, and
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that the cost would, therefore, vary more or less from the 
estimates now given.

The following general conclusions, however, have been 
reached: —

There is no parkway or boulevard south from Columbia 
Road between Blue Hill Avenue and the harbor. The high
ways between the same points are unattractive for pleasure 
travel, and already rather crowded by traffic and electric 
car lines, and east of the railroad insufficient for any future 
development of the region. Opportunity for a parkway 
without removal of many buildings exists east of the railroad 
for the entire distance to Neponset River, and west of the 
railroad for a large part of the distance. I f  a westerly route 
should be taken for part of the distance, it would probably, 
for the portion of the distance between the Plymouth Divi
sion crossing and a point about opposite Harrison Square, 
coincide with the suggested location for an easterly route, 
and then cross the railroad and run between the proposed 
high embankment of the railroad and the hills on the west. 
As traffic and electric car transportation on the westerly 
side of the railroad are provided for in Neponset Avenue 
near by, and as no great increase in business and population 
can be expected along this location, a boulevard on the west
erly side of the railroad need provide only for pleasure 
travel by a single roadway, two sidewalks and grass spaces 
of a total width of 70 feet. I f  an easterly route be chosen, 
it would run largely through an undeveloped territory re
mote from direct highway and electric car communication 
with the city, and therefore it would need to be of a form 
which would provide for traffic road and reserve space for 
electric cars and a pleasure driveway, and possibly reserve 
space between it and the steam railroad; and, as the region 
through which it would run is one which now has possibil
ities of railroad connection for manufacturing business and 
harbor frontage for commercial development, the boulevard 
or parkway ought to preserve these by such bridges as would 
permit spur tracks from the railroad ample to provide for 
the possibilities of its development.
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The plans of the landscape architects have been taken for 
the basis of estimate, although the Board is not prepared to 
express entire approval of all details of their suggestions. 
The estimates have been made by the Engineer, and include 
assessed value of the land by the different routes suggested 
by the Landscape Architects, and estimates of cost of con
struction of these several routes, and also a further estimate 
added by him of assessed value of land, and cost of con
struction according to a variation of route suggested by the 
Engineer himself. These estimates will be found in the En
gineer’s report.

Of the routes suggested, the Commission is inclined to 
the opinion that the easterly one is most desirable. It would 
preserve more views of the harbor and of the considerable 
open spaces and consequent variety of scenery than the 
westerly route, and would furnish convenient approaches 
and hasten the development of a region which now seems 
so inconvenient of access and lacking in tendency to de
velopment that its future must be deemed very uncertain.

The opportunity for such a" boulevard as that suggested 
by the resolve undoubtedly exists, and if seized upon at this 
time would give the' nearest approach to the easterly part of 
the business section of Boston and by Columbia Road to all 
the park system of Boston and the Metropolitan District 
from the southeasterly part of the district and Common
wealth that can ever be secured. The desirability of such 
connection and approach is obvious. The financial ability 
and willingness of the district to secure the approach is a 
question which depends upon the willingness of the district 
to incur at least the estimated cost of now securing the land, 
and the future cost of construction.

Respectfully submitted,

W ILLIAM  B. de  la s  CASAS.
ED W IN  U. CURTIS.
D A V ID  N. SKILLINGS.
ELLERTON P. W H ITN EY.
EVERETT C. BENTON.

B o s t o n , Jan. 6, 1909.
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REPORT OF THE LANDSCAPE ARCHI
TECTS.

Mr. John W oodbury, Secretary, Metropolitan Park Commission, 
14 Beacon Street, Boston, Ma-ss.

D ear . Sir : —  Pursuant to your Order No. 400, we have 
made a careful personal examination of the territory lying 
between Columbia Road and Neponset River, and beg to 
report as follows in regard to a parkway connecting those 
points.

R o u t e .

There appears to be no reason for radical departures at 
any jioint from the route proposed by the City Engineer’s 
office between Columbia Road and Freeport Street near the 
north end of Beach Street. South of that point two princi
pal alternatives present themselves, with several minor vari
ations.

The first route would cross under the railroad just south 
of Harrison Square Station, as proposed by the City En
gineer’s office, and turn southward again along the line of 
Brook Street and the intercepting sewer, assuming that the 
City Engineer’s plan, slightly modified, is carried out as 
far as Harrison Square Station. With the exception of a 
few wooden buildings near Harrison Square Station and 
a few comparatively inexpensive wooden houses near Tolman 
Street just north of the Neponset Playground, this route 
runs through cheap vacant property all the way to the plexus 
of houses and streets near Neponset Bridge. It is almost 
certainly the cheapest as regards land damages. After 
crossing to the west side of the railroad there is some flex
ibility as to location, and the precise route would have to 
depend largely on the attitude of the various land owners. 
The route indicated on the accompanying plan seems likely
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to be about the cheapest, and is probably the most agreeable 
line that could be obtained on this side of the railroad. A 
location following more closely parallel to the railroad would 
leave a number of awkward-shaped pieces of land between 
it and the intercepting sewer right of way, would make an 
unpleasantly sharp bend after crossing under the railroad, 
and would cause rather heavy damages by cutting off a large 
part of the Coffin Valve Company’s plant.

Any possible route on the west side of the railroad is 
open to the objection of cutting through the Heponset Play
ground and seriously injuring it; but on the whole it seems 
less objectionable to strike boldly through on the line of 
Route Ho. 1 than to hug closer to the railroad, because the 
latter would leave the detached piece of the playground so 
narrow as to be of little value, whereas the former would 
permit the construction of a good-sized running track and 
athletic field between the proposed route and the railroad.

A  variant which was examined and rejected is to widen 
Freeport Street from the point where the above route crosses 
it just west of Pope’s Hill Station to Heponset Avenue, 
thence widen Heponset Avenue to the angle just north of 
Chickatawbut Street, and thence continuing in nearly a 
straight line reach the vacant salt marsh land west of Xe- 
ponset Avenue and south of a suggested street, and so by a 
straight line across the marsh and the river to the south end 
of the present bridge.

The second route follows Freeport Street from the point 
where the City Engineer’s plan crosses it to the present draw
bridge over Tenean Creek; thence runs along the shore two 
blocks east of Tenean Street till it meets Fulton Street; 
and thence along the vacant north side of that street, over the 
railroad, and along the south edge of the Heponset Play
ground, where it joins the location of the route first de
scribed.

The alternative of following, close to the east side of the 
railroad tracks, south of Harrison Square Station, seems to 
us not worthy of serious consideration. It would heavily 
damage what appears to be the most valuable residential 
property in the neighborhood, and on account of the prox-
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imity of the railroad it would he less agreeable than either 
of the other routes.

A  variant of the second route would swing west from Free
port Street after passing Capen Street and follow the westerly 
margin of the shallow tidal basin of Tenean Creek, which is 
closed in by Freeport Street, and thence run south along the 
line of Tenean Street. I f  it should prove impossible to bring 
about the closing of the drawbridge where Freeport Street 
now crosses the creek, this variant would have the advantage 
of no drawbridge to maintain; but we can hardly think that 
this drawbridge will be permanently maintained, because the 
basin to which it leads is very small and shallow, and appears 
to be used almost exclusively by motor boats, which would 
not be troubled by the substitution of a drawless bridge of 
reasonable head room. Moreover, if the Freeport Street draw 
should have to be retained indefinitely and kept in operation, 
the maintenance charges have got to be incurred by the com
munity anyhow, and there would be no great economy in 
building a separate parkway bridge without a draw a short, 
distance away while the expense of the draw continues in 
its present location. Furthermore, a location along the line 
of Tenean Street, if widened on the east, would wipe out 
a new file factory, and strike recent purchases of the New 
York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad. But, apart from 
the smallness of the land damages that may be counted on 
if the outer route is followed, there is the immense advantage 
of occupying the shore front.

While it is probable that pretty much all of the shore front 
from South Boston to the Neponset River will be used for 
commercial purposes sooner or later, and that the beautiful 
outlook now to be obtained from the shore will be radically 
changed in character and commercialized, it is also true that 
between the several groups of wharves on private property 
it will be possible to maintain most interesting views of the 
harbor and its activities from a shore front driveway at points 
where the riparian rights are controlled by the public. At 
all events, it can be asserted positively that except for such 
views there is and will be almost nothing of beauty or at
tractiveness to be found along the route of the proposed
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“ parkway ”  from one end to the other. And if it should 
be deemed necessary in the course of time to convert every 
foot of the shore into wharves and to have no public wav 
at the water’s edge at any point, it is nevertheless a sound 
public policy that will put the control of that commercial 
development as much as possible in the hands of the Com
monwealth.

In other words, until the shore is all needed for wharves, 
the margin of its unoccupied parts is by far the most attrac
tive place for an important thoroughfare; and when it shall be 
needed for wharves, it will be much to the public advantage 
if the shore and the riparian rights are in the hands of the 
Commonwealth. Therefore, unless the second route should 
prove to be much more expensive than the first, which seems 
on the whole improbable, there are very strong arguments in 
its favor. As drawn, it involves the taking of no improved 
water-front property whatever.

Another variant on the second route is shown on a rider. 
This variant contemplates taking the Dorchester Aracht Club 
riparian rights and building a new sea wall, instead of cutting 
back into the lots on the landward side of Freeport Street. 
The property of the Dorchester Yacht Club has no buildings 
upon it that cannot be overlooked from the street, and it 
would be highly desirable to continue this condition, because 
the view from this point is the best to be obtained along the 
whole route. Therefore, if it should prove to be not much 
more expensive to take the riparian rights of the Dorchester 
Yacht Club (giving them back a perpetual lease under such 
restrictions as would confine their buildings as at present, 
to a height that can be overlooked from this street level) than 
to widen the street on the westerly side, it would certainly 
be preferable to obtain such control of this frontage. It is 
necessary, however, to take into account the considerable extra 
cost of construction involved in a new sea wall of the height 
here required; and it is even possible that it might be as 
cheap to widen on the west side of the street and pay in 
addition for a restriction against high buildings on the Dor
chester Yacht Club property, as to widen on the east.

In regard to the length of the two main routes under con-
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sideration, we find from scaled measurements that route 
No. 2 is about 80 feet shorter than route No. 1; the former 
being approximately 8,520 feet from the point of deviation 
at Freeport Street to the Neponset River, and the latter 
approximately 8,600 feet.

T r e a t m e n t  a t  t h e  N e p o n s e t  B r id g e  A p p r o a c h .

There appears to be no justification for a radical change 
in the location of the bridge, but for the sake of economy 
it would be desirable to shift the location slightly, so as to 
avoid the large expense of erecting a temporary bridge during 
construction. Assuming a width of 60 feet for the bridge, 
we have made our study on the presumption that the axis 
of Neponset Avenue and bridge would be bent slightly to 
the west at its intersection with Quincy Shore Drive, ex
tended, and would strike the north shore of the river about 
50 feet west of the present center of the bridge at that point. 
This would permit of the construction of the greater part 
of the new bridge previous to the demolition of the present 
bridge. This change in alignment would involve certain 
complications in dealing with the land owners south of the 
river, portions of the present highway having to be abandoned 
to owners on the east side, while land on the west side will 
have to be taken for the new location; but we feel that the 
exigencies of the case at the northerly end of the new axis, 
where the new parkway and Neponset Avenue connect, jus
tify the expense. We shall refer later in this report to the 
termination of this axis.

Between the north end of the bridge and Walnut Street 
the lots on both sides of Neponset Avenue are occupied by 
the poorest and cheapest of old wooden buildings. The west 
side, north of the car barns, is flanked by a row of little 
booths and shanty-like houses, occupying extremely shallow 
lots upon which it is impossible that satisfactory buildings 
will ever be erected. On the east side, north of the wharf 
property, many of the lots are shallow, with small back lots 
behind them reached by narrow private ways, and the whole 
aspect of the property is one of decay, neglect and stagnation, 
although the property on what one would naturally call the
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back streets of the neighborhood is in a fairly prosperous- 
looking condition. Under the circumstances, we believe it 
would be much less costly than would naturally be supposed, 
from a first glance at the map or even a first examination 
on the ground of the fully occupied frontage of Ueponset 
Avenue, to make a bold cutting right through this property; 
and, judging from experiences elsewhere in the district, it 
may be predicted with confidence that if only a narrow open
ing is made through such property, leaving on each side of 
the improvement a frontage of small lots and fragments of 
lots occupied by a wretched class of buildings, in the hands 
of small owners who are probably unable or unwilling to 
develop and maintain a good class of improvements, the re
sult will be most unsatisfactory from the point of view of 
the community as a whole. E”ot only will it be unsatisfactory 
in appearance, but the increase in adjacent values which 
ought to be brought about by such an improvement will be 
retarded indefinitely by the poor character of the left-over 
buildings and the stagnant attitude of their owners.

It is for these reasons that we recommend the acquisition 
of more property at this point than would be absolutely neces
sary to provide a right of way for a road or street of the 
minimum practicable width, and the formation of a respect
able public square at the point where the proposed parkway 
and Eeponset Avenue join to cross the bridge. Both for 
practical and for aesthetic reasons, we suggest that in due 
coiirse of time the city of Boston fire engine house, which 
now faces upon the narrow back way of Walnut Street, be 
rebuilt upon the triangular plot that would be left at the 
north end of the square. I f  properly designed, with a good 
tower, such a building would form a most agreeable terminus 
for the vista of the long bridge, and give character to the 
square; while the large open space in front of it would be 
of decided practical advantage, as giving good clearance and 
turning space for the apparatus in rushing out to respond 
to alarms. Until the space is needed by the city for this pur
pose, or possibly for some other public building, it should 
be kept as an open park space, its acquisition being justified 
bv the immense improvement which its control will effect
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upon the proposed parkway, as compared with the result o f 
leaving at this conspicuous point a small triangle of miserable 
little wooden buildings.

The same arguments apply to the suggested acquisition of 
the row of shallow shanty lots on the west side of Neponset 
Avenue, where it forms the side of the proposed square. In 
order to secure anything but a miserable cramped and squalid 
appearance, it is essential that the very narrow westerly side
walk of Neponset Avenue at this point be widened and 
planted with trees. It would be very undesirable to widen 
it by projecting into the line of the roadway, as seen in 
approaching the bridge from the north on Neponset Avenue; 
and, taking this into account along with the desirability o f 
wiping out the shanties, there seems to be full justification for 
retaining the present curb line and widening back onto these 
lots. They are so shallow that the major part of them could 
properly be used for sidewalk and planting space, and the 
control of the remainder by the Commonwealth would enable 
the Commission, upon the development of the undivided 
vacant land behind, to exercise a reasonable control over the 
character of buildings erected on this frontage. A  similar 
control could and should be exercised as to the eastern front
age of the square.

W id t h  a n d  C r o ss -s e c t io n  o f  P r o p o se d  P a r k w a y .

It is apparent that the chief use of the proposed route will 
be as the main thoroughfare for automobiles and other 
through road traffic from points on the South Shore, from 
practically the whole of Plymouth and Barnstable counties, 
to Boston, to Cambridge, to all northern suburbs lying east 
of the Middlesex Fells and to the whole of the North Shore. 
It connects by the Columbia Road bridge across the Plymouth 
Di vision tracks with Massachusetts Avenue, which leads di
rectly into the Back Bay district and to Cambridge and 
Somerville, and so to Fellsway and the Revere Beach Park
way; and it connects through Old Colony Avenue directly 
with the heart of the city, and by way of Atlantic Avenue 
and the ferries reaches the shortest route to Revere Beach, 
the Lynn Shore and the automobile route of the; North Shore.
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It will be largely used, therefore, by automobiles; but there 
will be a strong and increasing demand for its use by heavy 
teams, especially when, in course of time, the commercial 
development of the water front south of South Boston be
comes greater, and there are larger industrial developments 
in Dorchester, Quincy, Hingham and Weymouth. The fact 
that it will be the water front thoroughfare of the southern 
Metropolitan District, with wharves on the east of it and 
the city on the west, makes it inevitable that it should become 
a great traffic thoroughfare, unless it should be duplicated 
by another such thoroughfare, for heavy traffic only, through 
the same district. In other words, it is likely to become in 
time the Atlantic Avenue of Greater Boston, besides being 
a direct through route for a large amount of suburban and 
long-distance automobile travel. Atlantic Avenue is already 
regarded as inadequate in width; and West Street, New 
York, is at times congested, with a width of 150 feet and 
no through travel of importance. Sooner or later electric 
car tracks will be demanded both for local service to the terri
tory east of the railroad and as *a relief line for through cars 
carrying Quincy passengers, the present route being crooked, 
and running through streets liable to become seriously con
gested. Under the circumstances, it would be very short
sighted to allow a less width than 120 feet throughout, 
although there is no occasion for constructing and maintain
ing a proportionate width of roadway at the present time.

We append a sketch suggesting typical sections: (A ) for 
immediate construction with a 30-foot roadway and two side
walks; and (B ) for expanding the capacity of the thorough
fare when required by widening the roadway to 45 feet, put
ting in car tracks on a side location separate from the main 
road, with opportunity for wagons to reach the abutting 
property on the other side of the cars.

Respectfully submitted,

(Signed) OLMSTED BROTHERS.
Nov. 10, 1908.
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REPORT OF THE ENGINEER.

John W oodbury, Esq., Secretary, Metropolitan Park Commission.

D e a r  S ir  : —  I  beg to submit the following report on the 
desirability of constructing a new bridge across the Neponset 
River between the cities of Boston and Quincy, at or near 
the location of the present bridge, with estimate of cost; also, 
estimate of cost of proposed Old Colony Boulevard from the 
point where Columbia Road crosses the Plymouth Division 
of the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad to the 
Neponset River Bridge.

N e p o n s e t  R iv e r  B r id g e .

The existing bridge at this location is a pile and timber 
structure, with a steel two-leaf bascule draw. The width of 
the pile and timber structure on the Boston side of the draw 
is 30 feet, containing a 5-foot walk and 24-foot roadway; 
the width of the draw is 25 feet, with a 22-foot roadway; and 
the width of the pile and timber structure on the Quincy 
side of the draw is 40 feet, containing a 7-foot walk and a 
32-foot roadway. The width of the draw opening for vessels 
is 38 feet. A single track for electric cars is laid on the 
northerly side of the roadway.

The condition of the drawbridge is very bad, and likely 
soon to become unsafe. Its width is not sufficient for the 
present traffic, and congestion often results. The draw piers 
are in very bad condition, the northerly one being almost 
entirely destroyed.

The condition of the pile and timber structure on the 
Boston side of the draw is very poor, and will require ex
tensive repairs or practically rebuilding in a very short time. 
This portion of the bridge also is not of sufficient width for 
the existing traffic.
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The pile and timber structure on the Quincy side of the 
draw was built in 1889, at a total cost of about $20,000. It 
is at present in fair condition, except the fences, wheel 
guards, walks and roadway planking and portions of the deck 
planking. These parts, except the deck planking, will prob
ably require renewal within two years, at an estimated cost 
of $3,200. It will probably be necessary to renew most of 
the deck planking within four or five years, at an estimated 
cost of about $1,300.

The value of the balance of the structure, assuming it as 
new, would be about $12,500, and, as it has already had 
fully one-half of its life, the value of the whole structure as 
it stands at present is between $6,000 and $7,000.

The existing draw opening in the bridge is about 75 feet 
west of the line of the draw opening in the new railroad 
bridge just below, and this makes the passage of vessels from 
one draw to the other exceedingly difficult, especially as the 
current at this point runs swiftly.

The boundary line between the cities of Boston and Quincy 
is 14 feet east of the easterly side of the draw opening, and 
therefore the existing draw is wholly within the city of 
Boston and is maintained by Boston.

Taking into consideration the facts hereinbefore stated, I 
would recommend that an entirely new bridge be constructed 
from the Boston shore to the Quincy shore; that the new 
bridge" be of steel plate girder type, on stone and concrete 
masonry piers and abutments; that it be 60 feet in width, 
containing two 8-foot walks and a 44-foot roadway with 
double car track location in the center, and the roadway to 
be paved with wooden block pavement; that a single-leaf, 
rolling-lift type of drawbridge, operated by electricity, be 
constructed, with a draw opening 50 feet in width, for ves
sels ; and that the new draw be located opposite the draw 
of the railroad bridge, or about 75 feet east of the present 
draw in the old bridge, and a new channel dredged for same.

The estimated total cost of a bridge as above described, 
including draw on new location, with incidental dredging, 
new water pipe siphon and temporary bridge during construc
tion, is $350,000.
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It would be possible to construct the drawbridge on the 
new location and the two spans of stationary bridge on the 
Boston side, and connect to the present pile and timber struc
ture belonging to the city of Quincy. The estimated cost of 
doing this work is $200,000. But, as before stated, the 
present value of the Quincy portion of the bridge is only 
between $6,000 and $7,000, and the estimated cost of con
necting with this portion would be about $4,000; also, the 
cost of constructing this portion of the new bridge inde
pendently, some time in the future, would be considerably 
greater than if it should be built at the same time as the 
draw and Boston portion. This method of construction 
would also be somewhat unsightly.

I f  the new drawbridge should be located as herein recom
mended, it would be well to change the boundary line between 
Boston and Quincy so that it would be in the center of the 
new channel.

I  submit herewith a sketch showing the proposed bridge 
as recommended in this report; also, as it would appear if 
only the draw and Boston approach were built, and connection 
made with the existing structure in Quincy.

O l d  C o l o n y  B o u l e v a k d .

The costs of land are based upon the assessed values ob
tained from the assessors of the city of Boston, and the 
routes are those shown on plan prepared by Olmsted Brothers, 
Landscape Architects, dated Nov. 10, 1908.

From Columbia Hoad to Freeport Street the same route 
is used for all estimates, —  that running parallel to and just 
easterly of the Plymouth Division of the New York, New 
Haven & Hartford Bailroad.

Route No. 1, from Freeport Street to Neponset River, 
follows the easterly side of the railroad to Park Street, where 
it crosses underneath, in accordance with the proposed eleva
tion of the tracts at this point, and runs practically parallel 
to the railroad and westerly therefrom from 100 to 400 feet.

Route No. 2, easterly route, runs along Freeport Street 
to the drawbridge over Tenean Creek, thence along the shore 
to Fulton Street and along Fulton Street to the railroad.
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which is crossed by bridge overhead, and joining route No. 1 
at its junction with Walnut Street.

Route No. 3, which is not shown on the Landscape Archi
tects’ plan, runs along Freeport Street the same location as 
route No. 2 as far as Mill Street, where it turns to the right 
and follows the westerly side of creek, crossing the creek 
near the present railroad bridge and thence to Tenean Street 
and along this street to its junction with route No. 2 at the 
bridge over the railroad.

The total distance from Columbia Road to Neponset River 
is about 14,500 feet, —  a little less than 3 miles.

Columbia R oad to Neponset R iver.

Route No. 1, Westerly Route.
L a n d , ..........................................................................................$311,300
C onstruction ,.......................................................................... 687,500

T o t a l , .................................................................................$998,800

Route No. 2, Easterly Route.
L a n d , ..........................................................................................$304,400
C onstruction ,.........................................................................  993,600

Total, .............................................................................. $1,298,000

Route No. 2, Easterly Route, Alternative. (Modified to run Easterly 
o f Freeport Street near Mill Street.)

Land............................................................................................ $285,900
Construction, . . . . . . . . .  1,068,600

T o t a l , ......................................................................... $1,354,500

Route No. 3, Intermediate Route.
L a n d , ..........................................................................................$292,900
Construction, . . . . . . . . .  705,600

T o t a l , ................................................................................ $998,500

The above estimates do not include the land along the 
westerly side of Neponset Avenue from its junction with 
Walnut Street to Neponset River, which it is recommended in 
the Architects’ report should be acquired.
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The assessed value of this land, exclusive of the two large 
car barns of the Boston Elevated Bailway Company and the 
Old Colony Street Bailway Company, is $20,000.

The property of the Boston Elevated Bailway Company is 
assessed for $75,000, and only a portion along the front of 
this would he necessary.

The property of the Old Colony Street Bailway Company 
is assessed for $15,000, and would be practically all taken.

Accompanying this report are two lithographs; one of the 
Metropolitan District, with the routes of the proposed boule
vard shown in red; the other, on a larger scale, of portion of 
the city of Boston through which proposed boulevard runs, 
showing the unoccupied land in this section.

Bespectfully submitted,

(Signed) JOH N  B. RABBIN ,
Engineer.

D e c . 21, 1908.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Appropriation, chapter 141, Acts o f 1908 (Old Colony
P a r k w a y ) , ......................................................................... $2,500 00

Expenditures: —•
Bacon & Burpee, stenographers, . . . $31 25
Boston “  American,”  advertising hearing, . . 15 00
Boston “  Daily Advertiser,”  advertising hearing, 27 00
Boston “  Herald ”  Company, advertising hear

ing, . . . . . . . . .  31 05
Boston “  Journal,”  advertising hearing, . . 21 60
Boston “  Transcript ”  Company, advertising

hearing,.........................................................................18 75
Boston “  Traveler ”  Company, advertising hear

ing, . . . . . . . .  22 50
Dorchester “  Beacon,”  advertising hearing, . 8 00
“  Globe ”  Newspaper Company, advertising

hearing, . . . . . . . . 26 70
“  Post ”  Publishing Company, advertising hear

ing, . . . . . . . . .  22 50
George W . Prescott and Son (Quincy “ Daily

Ledger” ), advertising hearing, . . . 7 50
Olmsted Brothers, services and expenses, . . 348 20
Engineering department, pay rolls, . . . 297 66
Walker Lithograph and Publishing Company,

m a p s , ................................................................  20 00
-------------- 897 71

Balance o f appropriation unexpended, . $1,602 29


