
HOUSE No. 1494

House of Representatives

The committee on Towns, to whom was referred the peti-
tion (with accompanying hill, House, Ho. 49) of Adolphus
J. Brissette and others for legislation setting off from the
town of Salisbury that portion of said town known as Cush-
ing and incorporating the same as a new town, report that
the same be referred to the next General Court for the ac-
companying reason

The petition to set off a portion of the town of Salisbury
and to incorporate it as a new town to be called Cushing has
been considered very carefully by the committee on Towns.
The proposition involves drawing a line through the town
of Salisbury a short distance from the coast line and ex-
tending nearly the entire length thereof and setting off and
making a new town of the entire water front of the town of
Salisbury. The committee, believing thaj the policy of the
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Salisbury Beach is a beautiful stretch of seashore and is
well built up with buildings of the sort common upon sea
shore property. It represents a total investment of severa
hundred thousand dollars, all of which is liable to taxa
tion in the town of Salisbury, and a very valuable asset tc
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that town. During the past few years several disastrous con-flagrations have taken place among the buildings on thebeach, and although the town of Salisbury has been repeat-edly requested so to do no adequate fire protection has beenafforded to the property owners in the section of the townwhich it is desired to set off. We believe that in this mat-ter the petitioners have a just grievance against the town ofSalisbury, for at a slight expense in comparison to the
total amount which might be assessed upon the property
in the way of taxes, the town might provide an efficient firefighting apparatus and a proper force to man such apparatus.
Other public improvements might well be made from timeto time.

On the whole, it appears to the committee that the people of
the town of Salisbury, comprising a majority of the voters,In ing as they do away from the seashore section of the
and perhaps not caring either to go there or to own the prop
erty located on the beach, are inclined to be unwise and rather
shortsighted in their treatment of property holders in the
section covered by the petition. Apparently the town does
not appreciate the value to itself of this thriving summer
colony upon its shore, and has not taken such measures as it
might to properly care for that section of the town. Salisbury
itself has a very low tax rate, and is almost entirely free from
debt, and can well afford, in the judgment of the committee,
to be more liberal jn the way of public improvements in this
section of the town.

We have, however, in view of what we believe to be the
Policy of the State, and after a very careful consideration of
the entire matter, including a visit to the section directly
affected, voted to refer the petitioners to the next General
Court. It is the hope of the committee that if their report
shall be accepted, the town of Salisbury will, before the next
Legislature assembles, so provide for the needs of this section
that there will be no cause for either this petition to be taken
from the files, or a similar one introduced.

For the committee

FEEDEEIC H. HILTON,


