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Accompanying the first recommendation of the Department of 
Mental Health (House, No. 81). Public Welfare.

Cl)t Commontoealtl) of ^assacijusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

A n  A c t  r e l a t iv e  to  t h e  c h a r g e s  f o r  s u p p o r t  o f  i n 

m a t e s  OF STATE HOSPITALS UNDER THE DEPARTMENT 

OF MENTAL HEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 96 of chapter 123 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 398 of the acts of
3 1941, is hereby further amended by striking out, in
4 line 5, the word “ ten” and inserting in place thereof
5 the word: — fifteen, — so as to read as follows: —
6 Section 96. The price for the support of inmates of
7 state hospitals, except the Boston psychopathic hos-
8 pital, and of insane inmates of the Tewksbury state
9 hospital and infirmary and of the Bridgewater state

10 hospital, not under orders of a court, shall be deter-
11 mined by the department at a sum not exceeding
12 fifteen dollars per week for each person, and may be
13 recovered of such persons or of the husband, wife,
14 father, mother, grandfather, grandmother, child or
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15 grandchild if of sufficient ability. The price for the
16 support of inmates of the Boston psychopathic hospital
17 shall be determined by the department and may be
18 recovered as herein provided. A married woman shall
19 be subject to the said liability as though sole. Such
20 action shall be brought by the attorney general in the
21 name of the state treasurer.
22 Any person making payment for such support may
23 recover the same, by suit in equity in the superior
24 court to which any or all of the classes of persons here-
25 inbefore named may be made parties, regardless of the
26 existence of the marriage relation, from any person
27 primarily liable for such support, or may have the
28 amount so paid apportioned among those who are not
29 primarily liable, in proportion to their respective
30 ability to pay, and may recover such apportionment.
31 No account of any guardian or conservator of such
32 an inmate shall be allowed except after notice to the
33 department or upon its written assent or waiver of
34 notice. If the probate court, upon application of the
35 department, finds that any such guardian or conserva-
36 tor having in his possession or under his control prop-
37 erty of his ward exceeding five hundred dollars in
38 value, has failed to pay, within three months after
39 receipt of any bill therefor, for the support of his ward
40 at the rate determined by the department under
41 authority of this section, said court may make an order
42 for the payment from the estate of such amount as it
43 may determine.
44 In all proceedings under this section the sworn state-
45 ment of a person that he is the superintendent of one
46 of said institutions, or keeps or has custody of the
47 records thereof or of the records of the department,
48 and that a certain person has been an inmate of said
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49 institution during a certain period of time, or that the
50 price of the support of a certain inmate has been
51 determined at a certain sum by the department, shall
52 be prima facie evidence of the said facts.
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