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By Mr. Casey of Pittsfield, petition of Leo M. Harlow for legisla
tion to regulate the filing of rules and regulations by state departments 
and certain other state agencies. Departmental Rules and Regulations.

€f)e Commontoealti) of f^assadjusctts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

A n A ct to  r e g u l a t e  t h e  f il in g  o f  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u 

l a t io n s  BY STATE DEPARTMENTS AND CERTAIN OTHER 

STATE AGENCIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 37 of chapter 30 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by striking out said section and substituting
4 therefor the following new section, so as to read as
5 follows: —
6 Section 37. Notwithstanding any special or general
7 law, every department, commission, board or official
8 vested by law with the power to make and issue rules
9 or regulations general in scope, shall file an attested

10 copy thereof, together with a citation of the law by
11 authority of which the same purport to have been
12 issued, with the state secretary, and such rules or regu-
13 lations, whether or not they require the approval of
14 the governor and council, or other authority, before
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15 taking effect, shall not take effect until so filed. All
16 such rules and regulations now existing and in effect,
17 but not heretofore filed in the office of the state secre-
18 tary, shall be so filed within thirty days from the effec-
19 tive date of this act. The foregoing provision shall
20 not apply to rules or regulations issued by commissions,
21 boards or officials of towns, or to municipal ordinances
22 or by-laws, or to rules or regulations affecting solely
23 the internal management or discipline of a department,
24 commission, board or office, nor to orders or decrees
25 made in specific cases within the jurisdiction of a de-
26 partment, commission, board or official. The state
27 secretary shall file and index all rules and regulations
28 filed with him hereunder, noting and keeping available
29 such references to preceding rules and regulations as
30 may be necessary for certification purposes.


