
HOUSE 1040

By Mr. McCarthy of East Bridgewater, petition of Henry F. Long
(Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation) for legislation relative
to the calling of district meetings. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 48 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 66 and inserting in place
3 thereof the following:
4 Section 66. Every district meeting, except as other-
-5 wise provided by special law, shall be called in pur-
-6 suance of a warrant under the hands of the prudential
7 committee, notice of which shall be given seven days
8 at least before such meeting. The warrant shall be
9 directed to a constable of the town, or to some other

10 person, who shall forthwith give notice of such meet-
-11 ing in the manner prescribed by the by-laws, or, if
12 there are no by-laws, by a vote of the district, or by
13 posting in two or more public places or advertising in
14 a newspaper published in the town in which the dis-
-15 trict is located, if any, otherwise in a newspaper pub-
-16 lished in the county. The warrant for all district
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17 meetings shall state the time and place of holding the
18 meeting and the subjects to be acted upon thereat.
19 The prudential committee shall insert in the warrant
20 for the annual meeting all subjects the insertion of
21 which shall be requested of them in writing by ten or
22 more registered voters of the town residing in the ter-
-23 ritory comprising the district and in the warrant for
24 every special district meeting all subjects the inser-
-25 tion of which shall be requested of them in writing
26 by fifty registered voters or by ten per cent of the total
27 number of the registered voters of the town residing
28 within the territory comprising the district. The
29 prudential committee shall call a special district
30 meeting upon request in writing of one hundred regis-
-31 tered voters or of twenty per cent of the total number
32 of registered voters of the town residing within the
33 territory comprising the district, such meeting to be
34 held not later than thirty days after the receipt of
35 such request, and shall insert in the warrant therefor
36 all subjects the insertion of which shall be requested
37 by said petition. No action shall be valid unless the
38 subject matter thereof is contained in the warrant.
39 Two or more distinct district meetings for distinct
40 purposes may be called by the same warrant.
41 At every meeting a moderator shall be chosen by
42 ballot unless the district has voted to elect a moder-
-43 ator for a term as provided by section fourteen of
44 chapter thirty-nine of the General Laws. The mod-
-45 erator shall have the powers of the moderator of the
46 town meeting.


