
No. 1229HOUSE
By Mr. Campbell of Worcester (by request), petition of Marshall

R. Pihl for legislation to regulate further liens for water rates and
charges and the collection thereof. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

An Act further regulating liens for, and the col-

lection OF, WATER RATES AND CHARGES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 40 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 42A, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following;
5 Section I+2A. Water Rates to be Lien upon Real
6 Estate. If the rates and charges due to a city, town
7 or water district, which accepts this section and sec-
-8 tions forty-two B to forty-two F, inclusive, by vote
9 of its city council or of the voters in town or district

10 meeting and, by its clerk, files a certificate of such ac-
-11 ceptance in the proper registry of deeds, for supplying
12 or providing for water or rendering service or furnish-
-13 ing materials in connection therewith to or for any
14 real estate at the request of the onwer or tenant are
15 not paid within sixty days after their due date as es-
-16 tablished by local regulations, ordinances or by-laws

Cbe CommontoealtJ) of enassacijusetts



HOUSE —No. 1229. [Jan. 1950.2

17 which due dates shall be so established as to require
18 payments at least as often as semi-annually, such rates
19 and charges, together with interest thereon and costs
20 relative thereto, shall be a lien upon such real estate
21 in the manner hereinafter provided; but such lien
22 shall attach only for water supplied and provided for,
23 service rendered and materials furnished within a
24 period of two years next prior to the filing of the state-
-25 ment in the registry of deeds as provided in section
26 forty-two B. The register of deeds shall record such
27 certificate of acceptance in a book to be kept for the
28 purpose, which shall be kept in an accessible location
29 in the registry. Notwithstanding the authority to
30 establish such a lien such overdue rates and charges
31 may be collected through any legal means, including
32 the shutting off of water, which may be deemed ad-
-33 visable; provided, that after the termination of such
34 a lien no city, town or water district shall attempt to
35 enforce, by shutting off the water, collection of any
36 water rates or charges included in such lien from any
37 person, not liable therefor, who has succeeded to the
38 title or interest of the person who incurred them.
39 Sections forty-two B to forty-two F, inclusive, shall
40 also apply to a water district which has accepted sec-
-41 tions forty-two A to forty-two F, inclusive, and whose
42 clerk has so filed the certificate of acceptance. Wher-
-43 ever in said sections the words “board or officer in
44 charge of the water department” or their equivalent
45 appear, they shall also mean and include the officers
46 exercising similar duties in any city, town or district.
47 A fire district authorized to supply water shall, for the
48 purposes of sections forty-two A to forty-two F, in-
-49 elusive, be deemed to be a water district.


