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By Mr. Plunkett of Lowell, petition of Patrick F. Plunkett relative
to the punishment of persons for contributing to the delinquency or
waywardness of certain minor children. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

An Act relative to the punishment of certain

PERSONS FOR CONTRIBUTING TO THE DELINQUENCY
AND WAYWARDNESS OF CERTAIN MINOR CHILDREN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 63 of chapter 119 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 95 of
3 the acts of 1932, is hereby further amended by strik-
-4 ing out the first sentence and inserting in place
5 thereof the following sentence: A parent, guardian
6 or other person having custody of a child actually or
7 apparently under sixteen years of age, who omits to
8 exercise reasonable diligence in the control of such
9 child to prevent such child from becoming guilty of

10 juvenile delinquency or from becoming adjudged by
11 a juvenile court in need of the care and protection of
12 the state as defined by statute, or who permits such a
13 child to associate with vicious, immoral or criminal
14 persons, or to grow up in idleness, or to beg or solicit
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15 alms, or to wander about the streets of any city, town
16 or village late at night without being in any lawful
17 business or occupation, or to furnish entertainment
18 for gain upon the streets or iu any public place, or to
19 be an habitual truant from school, or to habitually
20 wander around any railroad yard or tracks, to enter
21 any house of prostitution or assignation, or any place
22 where gambling is carried on, or any gambling device
23 is operated, or any policy shop, or to enter any place
24 where the morals of such child may be endangered or
25 depraved or may be likely'' to be impaired, and any
26 such person or any other person who knowingly or
27 wilfully does any act or acts to produce, promote or
28 contribute to the conditions which cause such child
29 to be adjudged guilty of juvenile delinquency, or to
30 be in need of the care and protection of the state, or
31 to do any of the acts hereinbefore enumerated, may
32 be punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars or
33 by imprisonnent for not more than six months.


