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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO THE IM-
PROVEMENT OF THE RAILROAD GRADE
CROSSING AT CONCORD STREET IN THE
TOWN OF FRAMINGHAM.

(Under chapter 38 of the Resolves of 1949.)

Department of Public Works, 100 Nashua Street.
Boston, December 7, 1949.

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives of the Common
wealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 38, Re-
solves of 1949, the Department of Public Works presents
herewith its report on its investigation relative to the
improvement of the Concord Street railroad grade cross-
ing in the town of Framingham.

Chapter 38, Resolves of 1945, is as follows:

Cf)c Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

Resolve providing for an Investigation of the Concord Street
Crossing in the Town of Framingham.

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized
and directed to investigate the Concord street crossing in the town of
Framingham, for the purpose of making recommendations for its
improvement, with particular reference to moving the present rail-
road station to a location some fifteen hundred yards west, between
the present Fountain Street bridge and Winter Street bridge. Said
department shall report its findings and recommendations, together
with detailed estimates of the cost of such improvement and with
drafts of legislation to carry such recommendations into effect, by
filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or
before the first Wednesday of December of the current year.

Approved Jvly 21, 19/^9
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The question of the possible abolition of the crossing
is not included in this resolve, but attention is called to the
special report of the Department on this subject con-
tained in House Document No. 176 of the year 1946.

The present passenger station of the Boston & Albany
Railroad is situated immediately west of and adjacent
to the Concord Street crossing. In this location it serves
passenger traffic on the main line and Milford branch of
the Boston & Albany Railroad. It formerly served also
the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad, Lowell
branch, which follows the course of the Boston & Albany
Railroad for a short distance at the crossing and station,
and on which passenger service has been discontinued.
The station also serves a large mail and express business.

The present difficulty with respect to the location of
the station is the necessity for stopping some passenger
trains in such a way that the crossing is blocked. This is
because of the proximity of the station to the crossing
and the length of many of the trains which stop.

There are 49 scheduled passenger trains which stop at
the station on weekdays, 40 on Saturdays and 22 on Sun-
days, not including extra sections. There can be no exact
figures as to the number of these trains that stop so as to
obstruct the crossing because this may vary from day to
day with variations in train operation, length of trains
and other factors, but stopping in this way is common for
westbound trains having more than twelve cars.

The length of time such a train occupies the crossing
is also subject to considerable variation, but the law per-
mits such an obstruction for a period of time not to exceed
five minutes (chapter 160, General Laws, Tercentenary
Edition, section 151).

It appears from observation that the gates are lowered
about two minutes for a west-bound passenger train that
stops without blocking the crossing. For east-bound
passenger trains the gates are lowered for about one
minute while the train is approaching the station, are
raised while it is stopped at the station, and are again
lowered for about two minutes while it pulls out. If a
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train is stopped so as to block the crossing, the gates are
lowered for about four minutes.

Moving the station to a point sufficiently remote from
the crossing would reduce the time of gate closure for
each train movement to about two minutes.

However, there are serious difficulties.
The present station serves not only the main line, but

also the Milford branch. If the station were relocated,
it would not serve the Milford branch unless east-bound
trains on that line backed up to the new station after
arriving on the main line, and west-bound trains backed
up to the branch after stopping at the station. This type
of operation might increase the number of gate closings
because trains from Milford would have to pull on to the
crossing to clear the switch before backing to the new
station, and trains to Milford would back on to the cross-
ing before entering the branch. The alternative would
be the relocation of the Milford branch to fit the proposed
station location, but we believe the cost would be pro-
hibitive.

The proposed station location is about 3,500 feet from
the present crossing and the business center of South
Framingham, so that many passengers who now walk to
and from the station and their destinations would be
forced to use vehicles. Removing the station from the
business center might have a serious effect on many
businesses.

The proposed location is on the north side of the tracks
where there is a freight yard, and the passenger tracks are
the two southerly tracks. A station in this location would
require a major change in this yard layout so that the
passenger tracks would be on the north side, with conse-
quent poor railroad alignment to fit the Winter Street
and Fountain Street bridges, or else an overhead or
underground passage over or under the freight tracks to
the passenger tracks.

The increased vehicular traffic would require a new
Fountain Street bridge and approaches and other high-
way improvements, although the approach to Framing-
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gam Center via Dudley Road and Mount Wayte Avenue
is good.

If at any time the crossing were eliminated by raising
or lowering the tracks, a major change in grade of the
yard between Fountain Street and Winter Street would
be necessary and much of the work and expenditure in-
volved in moving the station would be lost.

The cost of a new station, complete with mail, baggage
and express facilities plus the major changes that would
be required in tracks, signals and other railroad property
is roughly estimated at $2,000,000, although no detailed
plan has been prepared.

The cost of a new Fountain Street bridge and ap-
proaches plus improvements to other streets might add
$300,000.

It is the opinion of the Department that the benefits
to be derived from relocating the station are entirely
outweighed by the disadvantages and the cost, and there-
fore the Department makes no recommendation for
legislation.

W. F. CALLAHAN,
Commissioner.

B. H. GROUT,
Associate Commissioner.
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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO
THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE RAILROAD
GRADE CROSSING AT CONCORD STREET
IN THE TOWN OF FRAMINGHAM.

January 3, 1950.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
ealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 38, Re-
solves of 1949, the Department of Public Works presented
on December 7, 1949, a report on its investigation relative
to the improvement of the Concord Street railroad grade
crossing in the town of Framingham.

Subsequent to this report, the town of Framingham
at a town meeting held on December 12, 1949, author-
ized and directed the moderator to appoint a committee
to study this subject and report to the town. This De-
partment proposes to work closely with this committee.

In view of this development, this Department re-
spectfully requests that any action on its report of Decem-
ber 7 be deferred until the report of the town committee
is available.

Respectfully submitted

WILLIAM F. CALLAHAN,
Commission








