
HOUSE No. 2416

House of Representatives, April 3, 1950.

The committee on Military Affairs and Public Safety,
to whom was referred the petition (accompanied by bill,
Senate, No. 116) of John T. Connor for legislation to
make certain changes in the laws relative to veterans'
benefits, report the accompanying bill (House, No.
2416).

For the committee,

MALCOLM S. WHITE.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

An Act making certain changes in the laws relative
to veterans’ benefits.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section sof chapter 115 of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as amended, is hereby further amended by
3 striking out the first paragraph, as appearing in sec-
-4 tion 2 of chapter 535 of the acts of 1948, and insert-
-5 ing in place thereof the following praragraph:
6 Veterans’ benefits shall be paid to a veteran or de-
-7 pendent by the city or town in which he has a settle-
-8 ment, or, if he has no settlement in any city or town
9 within the commonwealth, by the city or town wherein

10 he resides; provided, that no benefits shall be paid
11 to a dependent unless he has resided within the com-
-12 monwealth continuously for three years next pre-
-13 ceding the date of his application for such benefits,
14 nor unless the veteran of whom he is a dependent has

15 a settlement in the commonwealth or has actually

16 resided in the commonwealth for three years next
17 preceding the date of dependent’s application for bene-

-18 fits. If the veteran is deceased at the time of the de-

-19 pendent’s application for benefits, said dependent
20 shall be paid no benefits unless the veteran at the time
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21 of his death would have qualified as to settlement or
22 residence. No city or town shall pay such benefits to
23 an applicant who has no settlement therein until its
24 veterans’ agent has furnished to the commissioner
25 such evidence as he may require that the applicant is
26 entitled to receive such benefits and has received from
27 said commissioner an order fixing the amount and
28 duration of the same and stating such other conditions
29 as the commissioner may impose relative thereto.
30 Said order may be revoked or modified by the com-
-31 missioner at any time by giving written notice to said
32 agent. Within three days after his receipt of an ap-
-33 plication for veterans’ benefits from a person who has
34 a settlement in some other city or town, the veterans’
35 agent of the city or town of the applicant’s residence
36 shall notify the commissioner and the veteran’s agent
37 of the city or town of the applicant’s settlement, who
38 shall forthwith investigate the claim. If the city or
39 town of settlement of such applicant unreasonably
40 delays in granting such benefits to him after receipt of
41 said notice, the town of the applicant’s residence shall
42 forthwith grant such benefits as the commissioner may
43 order, and shall be reimbursed in full therefor by the
44 town of the applicant’s settlement. Any veterans’
45 agent required to act on such order of the commissioner
46 who refuses and neglects to comply therewith shall be
47 punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five nor
48 more than one hundred dollars.

1 Section 2. Chapter 116 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 4, as amended
3 by section 5 of chapter 584 of the acts of 1946, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following section: -
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6 whose service qualified him to receive veterans’ bene-
7 fits under chapter one hundred and fifteen receives
8 benefits or treatment in any hospital or other institu-
9 tion, such benefits or treatment shall not have the

10 effect of preventing or defeating the acquisition of a
11 legal settlement.

5 Section 4- If a veteran or dependent of a veteran


