
HOUSE No. 2620

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS
AND OLD AGE ASSISTANCE ON THE IN-
ITIATIVE PETITION OF CHARLES CARROLL
O’DONNELL AND OTHERS FOR THE PAS-
SAGE OF AN ACT AMENDING THE OLD
AGE ASSISTANCE LAW SO AS TO PROVIDE
TO CERTAIN DESERVING PERSONS IN NEED
OF RELIEF AND SUPPORT AT SIXTY-THREE
YEARS OF AGE OR OVER A MINIMUM PAY-
MENT OF SEVENTY-FIVE DOLLARS PER
MONTH, AND TO SUCH BLIND, ELIGIBLE,
DESERVING PERSONS A MINIMUM PAY-
MENT OF EIGHTY-FIVE DOLLARS PER
MONTH (SEE HOUSE, NO. 2142).

In accordance with the provisions of Article XLVTII
of the Amendments to the Constitution we, the under-
signed seven members of the Committee on Pensions
and Old Age Assistance, to which was referred the initia-
tive petition (of Charles Carroll O’Donnell and others)
relative to “An Act amending the Old Age Assistance
Law so as to provide to Certain Deserving Persons in
Need of Relief and Support at Sixty-three Years of Age
or Over a Minimum Payment of Seventy-five Dollars

Cfte Commontoealtb of a@assacfjusetts
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per Month, and to Such Blind, Eligible, Deserving Per-
sons a Minimum Payment of Eighty-five Dollars per
Month” (see House, No. 2142), have heard representa-
tives of the petitioners and all parties interested and have
given the matter careful and extensive consideration.
We are of the opinion that we should not favor this
measure, at this time, and recommend that it should not
pass. Our reasons therefor are as follows:

We firmly believe in adequate public assistance for
any one who needs it regardless of age. Nevertheless too
great a liberalization of only one part of our present pub-
lic assistance program would not only saddle an unbear-
able new tax burden on the citizens of Massachusetts,
but would actually hurt those really in need by eventu-
ally diverting funds required to finance general relief,
aid to dependent children and our present old age assist-
ance program.

There are approximately 100,000 citizens in the Com-
monwealth receiving old age assistance at an annual cost
to taxpayers of over $80,000,000, or $1,534,000 each week
in the year. Every member of the Legislature well realizes
that the State is now having the greatest difficulty in
finding sufficient revenue to assist our needy aged in a
decent and fitting manner.

We cite the fact that the Commonwealth currently is
some six months in arrears in its obligation to reimburse
our cities and towns for old age assistance expenditures.
At this moment there is an ever-increasing deficit in the
revenues pledged to our Old Age Assistance Fund of
$12,000,000 a year.

Reliable estimates available to the committee indicate
beyond a reasonable doubt that House, No. 2142 would
add a minimum of $50,000,000 a year to the present
$33,000,000 annually expended by the Commonwealth
for old age assistance. The proposal permits aliens to
receive old age assistance. It would pay additional
amounts to many who cannot show the need for it,
largely at the expense of our truly needy citizens sixty-
five years of age and over. The cost to each citizen of
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Massachusetts would be greater than that paid for
similar purposes by the citizens of any other State in
the Union.

Several bills are now pending before the Congress of
the United States calling for a reduction in the present
eligibility age of 65. A reduction of the eligibility age
to 63 at the present time would be totally at the expense
of the taxpayers of Massachusetts, since no federal re-
imbursements would be forthcoming. Accordingly, unless
and until the Congress does lower the eligibility age
below 65, it would be fiscal folly for the people of Massa-
chusetts to even seriously consider the proposals in House,
No. 2142.

For these reasons, we, the undersigned seven members
of the committee, recommend that the measures accom-
panying said Initiative Petition ought not to pass.

GEORGE J. EVANS
RICHARD I. FURBUSH.
THOMAS T. GRAY.
WILLIAM A. COWING.
WARREN C. EARNER.
ERNEST A. JOHNSON.
ADOLPIt JOHNSON.
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For many years this Commonwealth has been num-
bered among the leaders of all of the States in the enact-
ment of humane and liberal social legislation. Many
years ago we recognized the need for assistance to the
aged, and it should not be necessary now to argue the
wisdom and the economic justification for a program which
has long since been accepted as a fundamental require-
ment of a humane society. It is enough to state that
both major parties have repeatedly pledged security for
the aged as a plank in the party platforms, and legisla-
tion has been enacted to perfect that pledge. There is
universal acceptance of the method of providing old age
assistance as it is now regulated by the laws of the Com-
monwealth. Not even the most rabid critic of social
legislation has proposed the repeal or any major amend-
ment to the existing law. The only suggestion of amend-
ment or change which ever comes before this Legislature
concerns further liberalization of the law and this is a
necessary and understandable result of the economic sys-
tem under which our society lives.

The only major question for our consideration is the
extent to which we may provide for liberalization within
the limits of our ability to meet the cost, and in accordance
with the requirements of the federal law.

The present proposal deals with an initiative petition
which recommends reducing the eligible age from 65 to
63 years, and to establish a minimum monthly payment
of $75 to such persons, with a minimum of $B5 to eligible
persons who are blind.

On the question of the need for a reduction in the
minimum age, we are sure that no reasonable person will
dispute the fact that the employment opportunities for
persons 63 years of age or over are so limited as to be
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practically non-existent. Much as we may regret it, it is
a fact that our industrial society has barred the middle-
aged and older citizen from employment in our mills and
factories. Granting the ability, capacity and willing-
ness of these men and women to work at any available
job, the hard fact remains that they are not accepted by
industry as being employable, and are relegated to the
industrial scrap heap.

What is to be done to assist them and bear always
in mind that we are speaking of the men and women of
good character whose need is not the result of their own
misconduct or their improvident way of life?

Thousands of them are on the welfare rolls of the cities
and towns of the Commonwealth, and the entire cost of
their support is being borne by the joint contribution of
state and city.

It is our firm conviction that if age is the factor which
bars them from employment, then the age at which they
are classed as unemployable is the age at which society
must assume the burden of their support. We share the
doubts and concern of all who are troubled at the increas-
ing cost of government. We shall not allow this concern
to dissuade us in our purpose to deal justly and kindly
with the worthy aged citizens of the Commonwealth.

Since a substantial part of the cost of old age assistance
is borne by the federal government, it may well be that
providing support for these persons by the method of old
age assistance may in fact be less expensive than direct
welfare payments which receive no federal grant. In any
event we consider the proposed reduction a reasonable,
proper and urgent step in redeeming our pledge and per-
forming our duty to the worthy aged, and for these reasons
we are in favor of the proposed revision of the law.

JOSEPH T. CONLEY.
CHARLES T. KELLEHER.
CHARLES V. HOGAN.
EDWARD C. PEIRCE.
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41

REPORT OF REPRESENTATIVES FITZGERALD
OF MILFORD, BURKE OF BOSTON, TIVNAN
OF WORCESTER AND WARD OF FITCH-
BURG.

We, the undersigned, disagree with the seven members
who vote “no” in so far as they turn a deaf ear to the
pleas of the aged and the blind. We feel very strongly
that both the aged and the blind should be taken care
of to the best of our ability; that it is an overpowering
obligation on the part of our society to see that the
greatest provision possible should be made for the loneliest
and most unfortunate in our midst.

We advocate that the tremendous savings which will
accrue to the Commonwealth, due to the almost certain
increase in the social security payments by the federal
government, should be earmarked for the old age assist-
ance funds, and should be passed on to all the recipients
of old age assistance, and additional funds should be pro-
vided for the blind.

We also are convinced that serious consideration must
be given to lowering of the age eligibility from 65 be-
cause of industry’s failure to employ these people. We
fervently hope that the federal government will lower
the present age limitation this year, and this Common-
wealth will be in a position to take advantage of this due
to a bill which may be passed this year, based upon the
recommendations of Governor Paul A. Dever.

Under our democratic process the seat of government
resides, in the last analysis, in the people. In view of
this fact it might be well, if the original sponsors agree,
to submit the question of the enactment of the law to
the people.

JAMES A. BURKE.
ROBERT X. TIVNAN.
JOSEPH D. WARD.

MAURICE E. FITZGERALD.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

An Act amending the old age assistance law so as
TO PROVIDE TO CERTAIN DESERVING PERSONS IN NEED

OF RELIEF AND SUPPORT AT SIXTY-THREE YEARS OF

AGE OR OVER A MINIMUM PAYMENT OF SEVENTY-FIVE

DOLLARS PER MONTH, AND TO SUCH BLIND, ELIGIBLE,
DESERVING PERSONS A MINIMUM PAYMENT OF EIGHTY-

FIVE DOLLARS PER MONTH.

Be it enacted by the People, and by their Authority:

1 Section 1. The General Laws are hereby
2 amended by striking out chapter USA, as amended,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following chapter: —

4

5 Adequate Assistance to Certai d Persons

6 Section 1. Adequate assistance to deserving per-
-7 sons in need of relief and support between the ages
,8 of sixty-three and sixty-five years who shall have
9 resided in the commonwealth not less than fifteen

10 years during the twenty years immediately preceding
11 the date of application for such assistance and who
12 shall have resided in the commonwealth continuously
13 for five years immediately preceding said date of

LEGISLATION PROPOSED BY THE INITIATIVE
PETITION.

Cbe Commontaealtl) of apassarfiusctts

Chapter USA.
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14 application, and to such persons sixty-five years of
15 age or over who shall have resided in the common-
-16 wealth not less than five years during the nine years
17 immediately preceding the date of application for
18 such assistance, and who shall have resided in the
19 commonwealth continuously for one year immedi-
20 ately preceding said date of application, shall be
21 granted under the supervision of the department of
22 public welfare, in this chapter called the department.
23 Financial assistance granted hereunder shall be given
24 from the date of application therefor, but in no event
25 before the applicant reaches the age of sixty-three,
26 and in determining the amount of assistance to be
27 given for any period preceding the date on which
28 the application was favorably passed upon, consid-
29 eration shall be given to the amount of welfare relief,
30 if any, given to such applicant during said period
31 under any other provision of law. Such assistance
32 shall, wherever practicable, be given to the aged
33 person in his own home or in lodgings or in a board-
34 ing home, which for the purposes hereof shall include
35 any institution providing shelter, care and treatment
36 for aged persons which is not supported in whole or

37 in part by public funds; provided, that no inmate of
38 such a boarding home or institution shall be eligible
39 for assistance under this chapter while being cared
40 for under a contract. Such assistance shall be paid
41 by check or in cash, which shall be delivered to the
42 applicant at his residence, if he so requests, and shall
43 be paid semi-monthly unless the applicant prefers
44 less frequent payments. Such assistance shall be
45 on the basis of need, and the amount thereof shall
46 be determined in accordance with budgetary stand-
-47 ards established by the local board of public welfare.
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48 Budgetary standards shall be subject to the approval
49 of the department, but, except as hereinafter pro-
-50 vided, such assistance shall be at not less than the
51 following rates: Seventy-five dollars monthly to
52 each applicant, and eighty-five dollars monthly to
53 each blind applicant. The applicant’s budget at
54 such times as may be required shall include hospital,
55 convalescent and dental care, also false teeth and
56 eyeglasses. In computing the aforesaid minima the
57 local board of public welfare, or the department
58 acting on cases appealed, as the case may be, shall,
59 in accordance with rules and regulations made by
60 the department, deduct therefrom the amount of
61 income the person assisted or to be assisted may be
62 receiving from any source whatsoever, and may so
63 deduct therefrom such reasonable amount as may be
64 deemed to represent the financial value of board,
65 lodging or other assistance which is being furnished
66 to such person from any source whatever. A person
67 retired on a pension or allowance whose net total
68 income does not exceed ninety dollars per month shall
69 be exempt from contributing to the support of spouse
70 who is eligible to receive benefits under this chapter.
71 Such assistance shall also provide for adequate
72 medical care for every recipient of assistance under
73 this chapter, and shall also include provision for the
74 services of a physician of such recipient’s choice,
75 subject to such rules and regulations as shall be made
76 by the department.
77 Expenses for medical, hospital and other services
78 rendered to an aged person which remain unpaid at
79 the time of his commitment to an institution as an
80 insane person, or expenses for similar services ren-
-81 dered to an aged person which remain unpaid at the
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/

time of his death, and also the expenses of his funeral,
may be paid directly to the person furnishing such
service; and, in addition, expenses for medical,
hospital and other services rendered to an aged per-
son may be paid directly to the person furnishing
such services, subject to any rule or regulation of the
department relative to reimbursement under this
chapter, in any case where such payment is necessary
to discharge an obligation incurred in securing such
services for such aged person.

82
83
84

85
86

87
88

89

90

91
92 Section 2. Each board of public welfare shall,

for the purpose of granting adequate assistance and
service to such aged persons, establish a division
thereof to be designated as the bureau of old age
assistance. Boards of public welfare and bureaus
of old age assistance in performing the duties im-
posed upon them and in exercising the powers
granted to them under this chapter shall be subject
to the supervision of the department and shall
comply with all rules and regulations adopted by
the department pursuant to the provisions of this
chapter, and no city or town shall receive reimburse-
ment from the commonwealth under this chapter
with respect to any case unless the department deter-
mines that the provisions of this chapter relative
to the minima provided in section one have been
complied with by such city or town with respect to
such case. In addition, no city or town shall receive
reimbursement from the commonwealth under this
chapter, or be entitled to participate in money re-
ceived from the federal government under the
provisions of section seven unless the department
has approved its current budgetary standards and
determined that the rules and regulations of said

93

94
95
96
97
98
99

100
101
102
103
KM
105
106
107
108
109
no
11l
112
113
114
115



111950.] HOUSE —No. 2620.

116 department in connection therewith have been
117 complied with. No printed or written words re-
-118 ferring to boards or departments of public welfare
119 shall appear on any envelope mailed or delivered to
120 an applicant for, or recipient of, assistance under this
121 chapter. Each local board of public welfare, upon
122 its denial of an application, denial of a request for an
123 increase in the amount of assistance, or upon a reduc-
-124 tion in the amount of assistance, shall notify by
125 mail such applicant or recipient the reasons therefor
126 and shall include with such notification an appeal
127 blank provided by the department. In addition,
128 the department shall distribute to all aged recipients
129 a pamphlet or pamphlets explaining this chapter. In
130 determining the need for financial assistance, said
131 bureaus shall give consideration to the resources of
132 the aged person. No action shall be brought under
133 sections twenty to twenty-two, inclusive, of chapter
134 two hundred and seventy-three in connection with
135 the granting of assistance under this chapter. Action
136 under sections seven to twelve, inclusive, of chapter
137 one hundred and seventeen shall be brought by a
138 local board of public welfare in connection with the
139 granting of assistance under this chapter with the
140 approval or upon the direction of the department.
141 In any case where the department approves the
142 bringing of such action it shall order that such action
143 be commenced within a specified period of time
144 thereafter and ■shall send a copy of such order, at-
-145 tested by its proper officer, to the local board by
146 registered mail as soon as may be. If the local board
147 neglects or refuses to bring such action within the
148 time limited by such order the department shall
149 thereupon bring such action in the name and on
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behalf of such local board, or may withhold from
any city or town any reimbursement from the com-
monwealth under this chapter and any reimbursement
from the federal government under the provision of
section seven unless the action has been commenced
by said local board. Until the matter is completely
adjudicated and the resource in question is actually
available to the aged person or persons otherwise
eligible, assistance to him or them shall not be refused
or reduced by reason of such resource. Upon adju-
dication in favor of the local board, said board shall
be reimbursed by the child or children for the assist-
ance granted pending adjudication in such amount
as the court may order. Not later than fourteen
days from the initial payment to applicants, notice
on a form prescribed by the department shall be
forwarded to the department, stating in each case
any and all deductions from the amounts of assist-
ance prescribed herein and the reasons for all such
deductions. If said deductions in a particular case
are not approved by the department they shall not
be made in subsequent payments in said case and
the amount of deductions made in such initial pay-
ment shall be added to the amount of the next suc-
ceeding payment. Separate records of all such
aged persons who are assisted shall be kept in the
manner prescribed by section thirty-four of chapter
forty-one and by section thirty-two of chapter one
hundred and seventeen. The department shall make
an annual report, and also such reports to the social
security board established under the federal social
security act, approved August fourteenth, nineteen
hundred and thirty-five, as may be necessary to
secure to the commonwealth the benefits of said act.
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184 Section 3. Any person aggrieved by the failure
185 of any town to render adequate assistance under this
186 chapter, or by the failure of the board of public wel-
187 fare or bureau of old age assistance to approve or
188 reject an application for assistance hereunder within
189 thirty days after receiving such application shall
190 have a right to fair hearing, after due notice upon
191 appeal to the department in the manner and form
192 prescribed by the department; provided, that such
193 appeal is received by the department within sixty
194 days after official notice of the action taken by the
195 board of public welfare or bureau of old age assistance
196 has been received by the applicant. Such hearing
197 shall be conducted by the commissioner of public
198 welfare, hereinafter referred to as the commissioner,
199 or a referee designated by the commissioner. The

200 commissioner or any referee designated by him is
201 hereby empowered to subpoena witnesses, adminis-
202 ter oaths, take testimony and secure the production
203 of such books, papers, records and documents as
204 may be relevant to such hearing. The decision of
205 the commissioner or of the designated referee, when
206 approved by the commissioner, shall be the decision
207 of the department. Fair hearings shall be granted
208 upon any appeal in relation to the following matters:
209 1. The matter of denial of assistance by the local
210 board of public welfare or bureau of old age assistance.
211 2. The matter of a change in the amount of assist-
212 ance given.
213 3. The matter of withdrawal of assistance
214 4. The matter of failure to receive adequate
215 assistance under this chapter by reason of the non-
-216 fulfillment of any agreement made by a third person
217 to contribute toward the support and maintenance
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218 of such aged person. The department may also,
219 upon its own motion, review any decision of a local
220 board of public welfare or of a bureau of old age
221 assistance, and may consider any application upon
222 which a decision has not been made by such a board
223 or bureau within the required time.
224 The department may make such additional in-
225 vestigation as it may deem necessary and shall make
226 such decision as to the granting of assistance and the
227 amount of assistance to be granted as in its opinion
228 is justified and in conformity with the provisions of
229 this chapter. Applicants or recipients affected by
230 such decisions of the department shall, upon request,
231 be given reasonable notice and opportunity for a
232 hearing by the department. The provisions relating
233 to the conduct of fair hearings and decisions thereon
234 made, as provided in this section, shall be equally
235 applicable in all cases wherein tire department acts
236 upon its own motion.
237 Every decision of the department shall be rendered
238 not later than sixty days after the claim of appeal
239 was filed or after the department acted upon its own
240 motion to review any decision of such a local board
241 or bureau, as the case may be. Every decision of the
242 department shall be final and binding upon the local
243 board or bureau involved and shall be complied with
244 by such local board or bureau.
245 This section shall not be construed to limit the
246 right of a board of public welfare or bureau of old
247 age assistance or its officials to confer with the com-
248 missioner on policies and procedures of the depart-
249 ment.
250 Section Jt . The ownership by an applicant of an
251 equity in vacant land from which no income is de-
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rived, or the ownership of an equity in real estate
by an applicant who resides thereon or who, in the
opinion of the board, is residing elsewhere than on

such real estate because of physical or mental in-
capacity, shall not disqualify him from receiving
assistance under this chapter; provided, that if
such equity, computed on the basis of assessed
valuation, exceeds an average of four thousand dol-
lars during the five years immediately preceding his
application, the board of public welfare of the town
rendering such assistance, or the bureau of old age
assistance established by such board, shall, through
the appropriate town official, require such applicant
to execute a bond in a penal sum equal to the amount
of the equity in excess of four thousand dollars,
running to the treasurer of the town, conditioned on
repayment to such town of all amounts of such assist-
ance, without interest, such bond to be secured by
mortgage of the applicant’s real estate. Proceedings
to realize upon any such bond or mortgage shall be
brought only with the written approval of the de-
partment, which shall be granted upon application,
except in any case where such a proceeding would
in the opinion of the department, result in undue
hardship or would be inconsistent with the purposes
of this chapter. Every such bond and mortgage shall
be forthwith entered for record in the proper registry
of deeds or registry district of the land court, as the
case may be, and the register of deeds or assistant
recorder of the land court shall thereupon record or
register such bond and mortgage without fee. The
proceeds realized by the town from any such bond
and mortgage shall be apportioned among the federal
government, the commonwealth and the town fur-
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286 nishing the assistance in proportion to the amount
287 of their respective contributions, but in no case for
288 more than the amount contributed, without interest.
289 Section 5. The ownership of a policy of insurance
290 of the type known as group insurance, or of a policy
291 of insurance in an amount not exceeding one thou-
292 sand dollars, shall not disqualify an applicant from
293 receiving a pension under this chapter, nor shall a
294 policy of insurance in an amount not exceeding three
295 thousand dollars and having in any case a cash sur-
296 render value not in excess of one thousand dollars
297 disqualify an applicant from receiving such a pension,
298 if such last policy has been in effect not less than
299 fifteen years prior to the date of his application.
300 The words “policy of insurance,” as used in this
301 section shall include a benefit certificate.
302 Section 6. The possession by an applicant for
303 assistance under this chapter of assets consisting of
304 cash, active securities or any combination of such
305 assets, shall not disqualify him from receiving such
306 assistance; provided, that the total of such assets,
307 figuring the present cash value of such inactive
308 securities at the sum determined by the old age
309 bureau, does not exceed the sum of five hundred
310 dollars.
311 Section 7. A person shall be liable in contract to
312 any town for expenses incurred by it under this
313 chapter for assistance rendered to such person under
314 this chapter if such person is in possession of funds
315 not otherwise exempted, provided action is eom-
-316 menced against such person within six years next
317 after the date when said person last received assist-
-318 ance or support under this chapter or chapter one
319 hundred and seventeen. The executor or adminis-
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320 trator of such person shall likewise be liable for such
321 expenses if the estate of such person is in possession
322 of funds not otherwise exempted thereunder, but in
323 any action therefore the defense of the statute of
324 limitations shall not be available to the executor or
325 administrator except as provided in chapter one
326 hundred and ninety-seven. In no event, however,
327 shall any action be brought under this section in
328 behalf of a town except with the written approval
329 of the department.
330 Section 8. No assistance under this chapter shall
331 be granted to an applicant who, at any time within
332 five years immediately prior to the filing of an appli-
333 cation for such assistance, has made an assignment
334 or transfer of property so as to render himself eligible
335 to such assistance. Assistance hereunder shall not be
336 subject to trustee process, and no assignment thereof
337 shall be valid. No applicant for assistance here-
338 under, who knowingly makes any false statement,
339 or seeks to perpetrate any fraud or deception in or
340 relative to his application for such assistance, shall
341 be granted any assistance hereunder upon such ap-
342 plication, nor shall he be eligible for one year there-
343 after to make further application for such assistance
344 or to receive the same
345 Section 9. Any person receiving assistance under
346 this chapter may be absent on visit from the com-
347 monwealth without having such assistance suspended.
348 Such person, before departure from the common-
349 wealth and following return thereto, shall notify the
350 bureau of old age assistance of the town granting
351 such assistance. The department may provide by
352 rule or regulation for the continuation of such assist-
353 ance during such period as it may deem proper with
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354 respect to cases where the suspension of such assist-
355 ance because of absence from the commonwealth
356 would result in undue hardship or be inconsistent
357 with the provisions of this chapter.
358 The department may also provide by rules and
359 regulations for the payment of such assistance to a
360 person who has moved permanently from the com-
361 monwealth to another state, so as to continue such
362 assistance until such time as may be reasonably
363 necessary for the recipient to meet requirements for
364 receiving old age assistance or similar assistance from
365 such other state; provided, that after the expira-
366 tion of a period of three months’ residence in such
367 other state, the amount of such assistance shall not
368 exceed the amount of assistance that such person
369 would receive from such other state if eligible there-
370 for; and provided, further, that such assistance shall
371 be granted only when reciprocal agreements are in
372 effect between this commonwealth and said state
373 under section nine A of chapter one hundred and
374 twenty-one.

375 Section 10. Money received by the common-
376 wealth from the federal government as a grant for
377 old age assistance shall be paid to the several towns
378 as allotted by the department and shall be kept as a
379 separate account by every such town and used only
380 for purposes specified by the department, notwith
381 standing the provisions of section fifty-three of chap
382 ter forty-four.

383 Section 11. Any town rendering assistance under
384 this chapter shall be reimbursed by the common-
385 wealth for all such disbursements. All accounts
386 against the commonwealth for allowances to towns
387 on account of moneys paid for which they are en-
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388 titled to reimbursement by the commonwealth here
under shall be rendered to the department on form;389
prescribed by the department, and, if rendered as390
aforesaid, approved by the department and certified391
by the comptroller, but not otherwise, shall be paid392

393 by the commonwealth. The approval of account
by the department under this chapter shall have the394
effect of a provisional preaudit of such accounts, and395
reimbursements based thereon shall be subject to396
verification and adjustment by the department.397
Such adjustments shall be made by reducing or in-398

399 creasing any subsequent reimbursements under this
400 chapter by the amount of such adjustment. Failu
401 to comply with the rules and regulations of the dc
402 partment shall be cause for disapproval of any ac
403 count.
404 Section 12. If an application for assistance under
405 this chapter is affected by the eligibility of the appl

cant to receive aid under chapter sixty-nine or benef406

under chapter one hundred and fifteen, the appli-407
cant shall be entitled to exercise such options and408

execute such waivers as mav be necessary to receive409
the assistance or aid which he seek410

Section 13. The department shall supervise th411

administration of this chapter, and for this purposi412
may adopt rules and regulations for its efficient ad-413
ministration, and may take such action as may be414
necessary or desirable for carrying out its purposes415
in conformity with all requirements governing the416
allowance of federal aid to the commonwealth as417
grant for old age assistance. The rules and regula-418
tions adopted by the department may include, among419
others, provisions relative to notice and reimburse-420
ment, the organization of the activities of bureaus of421
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old age assistance under this chapter, including pro-
visions for adequacy of personnel, a uniform system
of records and accounts to be kept by boards of
public welfare or bureaus of old age assistance, and
for the manner and form of making reports to the
department. The department may visit any person
assisted, and shall have access to any records and
other data kept by the boards of public welfare or
their representatives relating to such assistance, and
may require the production of books and papers and
the testimony of witnesses under oath.
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Section 14-. There shall be established and set up
on the books of the commonwealth a separate fund,
to be known as the old age assistance fund, consisting
of receipts credited to said fund under chapter sixty-
four B, section fifteen of chapter one hundred and
twenty-eight A and section twenty-seven of chapter
one hundred and thirty-eight. Said fund, subject to
appropriation, shall be used for the reimbursement
of cities and towns by the commonwealth for as-
sistance given to aged persons under the provisions
of this chapter, and shall be used for expenses in-
curred by the department of public welfare for ad-
ministration and supervision of such assistance.
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Section 15. Section twenty of chapter two hundred
and seventy-three of the General Laws, as appearing
in the Tercentenary Edition, shall not apply in any
case where the parent referred to therein is eligible
to receive assistance under this chapter.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect on June first,
nineteen hundred and fifty-one.
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