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Executive Department.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The United States of America owns and holds forty-
three acres of land, more or less, in the town of Ayer, for
use in connection with the Fort Devens Military Reserva-
tion. It appears that this area was acquired for defense
housing purposes. Most of this tract, namely, 41.5 acres
thereof on which the Devencrest Housing Project has
been located, have been transferred to the Department of
the Army for permanent use pursuant to section 4 of the
act of Congress approved January 21, 1942 (56 Stat. 12;
U. S. C. 1524). The remaining area of 1.5 acres, upon
which a school project is located, although now used as
a part of the military reservation, will not be officially
transferred to the Department of the Army unless and
until such a transfer is authorized by Congress. The
Department of the Army has requested legislation de-
signed to cede jurisdiction to the United States over the
entire forty-three acres. Similar legislation was adopted
by chapter 460 of the Laws of 1943, approved June 7,
1943. I am enclosing herewith a draft of legislation
patterned after our 1943 law. It has been drawn so as
to carry out the request of the Department of the Army.

1 ou will note that the cession of jurisdiction over the
entire area is authorized in the proposed legislation.
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However, I am informed by the Department of the
Army that it does not purpose to accept jurisdiction as
to the 1.5-acre tract unless and until it has been officially
transferred pursuant to authorization received from
Congress.

I recommend adoption of the proposed legislation

PAUL A. DEVER,
Governor.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

An Act granting the consent of the commonwealth
TO THE ACQUISITION BY THE UNITED STATES Of AMERICA

OF CERTAIN LAND NOW USED IN CONNECTION WITH THE

FORT DEVENS MILITARY RESERVATION AND GRANTING

AND CEDING JURISDICTION OVER SUCH LAND.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Subject to the conditions hereinafter
2 imposed, the consent of the commonwealth is hereby
3 granted to the acquisition by the United States of
4 America of that certain parcel of land situated in the
5 town of Ayer, county of Middlesex, commonwealth
6 of Massachusetts, now used by the Department of the
7 Army in connection with the Fort Devens Military
8 Reservation, being more particularly bounded and
9 described as follows:

10 Beginning at a point of the southerly side line of
11 State Highway Route 2, said point being at the north-
-12 easterly corner of land of the Boston Consolidated
13 Gas Company; thence along the southerly side line of
14 said Route 2 by the following courses and distances:
15 South, 68° 33' 20"; East, 154.35 feet, more or less;
16 South, 69° 14' 00"; East, 668.84 feet, more or less;
17 South, 67° 00' 20"; East, 546.60 feet, more or less, to

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.
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18 a point; thence South, 0° 27' 20"; West, 1,061.98
19 feet, more or less, to a point; thence North, 75° 59'
20 00"; West, 1,739.43 feet, more or less, to a point;
21 thence North, 4° 02' 00"; East, 712.61 feet, more or
22 less, to a point; thence North, 37° 40' 20"; East,
23 535.86 £eet, more or less, to the aforesaid Boston Con-
-24 solidated Gas Company; thence by land of said
25 Boston Consolidated Gas Company, South, 68° 33' 20"
26 East, 30.0 feet, more or less; and North, 37° 40' 20"
27 East, 30.0 feet, more or less, to the point of beginning,
28 Containing 43 acres, more or less.

1 Section 2. Jurisdiction over the above-described
2 land is hereby granted and ceded to the United States
3 of America, but upon the express condition that the
4 commonwealth shall retain concurrent jurisdiction
5 with the United States of America in and over said
6 lands, in so far that all civil processes and such
7 criminal processes as may issue under the authority of
8 the commonwealth against any person or persons
9 charged with crimes committed without said lands

10 and all processes for collection of taxes levied under
11 authority of the laws of the commonwealth, including
12 the service of warrants, may be executed thereon in
13 the same manner as though this cession had not been
14 granted; provided, that the jurisdiction in and over
15 the lands above described shall revert to and revest
16 in the commonwealth whenever such areas shall
17 cease to be used for the purpose set forth in section one.

1 Section 3. This act shall take full effect as to the
2 above-described parcel of land upon the depositing in
3 the office of the state secretary before December
4 thirty-first, nineteen hundred and fifty-one, of a suit-
-5 able plan of said parcel, but not otherwise.


