
HOUSE No. 2826

House of Representatives, August 8, 1950.

The committee on Harbors and Public Lands, to whom
was referred the special report of the Port of Boston
Authority (under Chapter 36 of the Resolves of 1949)
relative to the proposed filling and improvement of
South Bay and part of Fort Point Channel in Boston
Harbor and certain territories adjacent thereto, report
the accompanying bill (House, No. 2826).

For the committee,

WALTER A. CUFFE.

Cfre Commontoealt!) of Qiassac&usetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

An Act relocating and abandoning certain harbor

LINES IN THE VICINITY OF SOUTH BOSTON, FORT POINT

CHANNEL AND ATLANTIC AVENUE AND PROVIDING FOR

THE FILLING AND IMPROVEMENT OF SOUTH BAY, ROX-

BURY CANAL, AND PART OF FORT POINT CHANNEL IN

BOSTON HARBOR AND CERTAIN TERRITORIES ADJACENT

THERETO.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folloivs:

1 Section 1. The pierhead and bulkhead lines along
2 Fort Point channel are hereby abandoned, changed
3 and re-established as follows;
4 The location of each of the angle points in the lines
5 hereinafter described is fixed by a distance herein-
-6 after called longitude, in feet, from a meridian passing
7 through the center of the apex of the dome of the
8 State House in Boston, and by a distance, hereinafter
9 called latitude, in feet, from a line at right angles to

10 said meridian and passing through the center of said
11 apex of the State House dome, and the bearings refer
12 to the true meridian passing through the center of
13 said apex. Beginning at Point K in latitude, one
14 thousand one hundred four and four-tenths feet south
15 and longitude three thousand six hundred forty-two
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16 and seven tenths feet east, being a point in the harbor
17 line established by chapter one hundred and seventy
18 of the acts of eighteen hundred and eighty; thence
19 south twenty-nine degrees, thirteen minutes, twenty-
-20 six seconds, west fifty-eight and eight hundred sev-
-21 enty-five thousandths to a point hereby designated as
22 TWS and hereby established in latitude one thousand
23 one hundred fifty-five and seven hundred eighty thou-
-24 sandths feet south and longitude three thousand six
25 hundred thirteen and nine hundred fifty-six thou-
-26 sandths feet east; thence south sixty-one degrees, no
27 minutes, fifty-seven and seventy-six hundredths sec-
-28 onds east, five hundred ninety-four and six hundred
29 forty-eight thousandths feet to a point hereby desig-
-30 nated as TW6 and hereby established in latitude one
31 thousand four hundred forty-three and nine hundred
32 twenty-six thousandths feet south and longitude four
33 thousand one hundred thirty-four and one hundred
34 twenty-eight thousandths feet east; said point TW6
35 is hereby further identified as being in a curve with a

36 radius of one thousand eighty-eight and two tenths
37 feet, eighty-two and seventy-five hundredths feet
38 measured along said curve from Point S' and one

39 thousand six hundred five and seventy hundredths
40 feet measured along said curve from Point T'. Said
41 points S' and T' having been established by chapter
42 four hundred and three, acts of nineteen hundred and
43 thirty-nine, approved August third, nineteen hundred
44 and thirty-nine.
45 All acts or parts of acts locating harbor lines on the
46 Fort Point channel waterfront above stream of the
47 line described in section one of this act are hereby
48 repealed.
49 This section of the act shall not take effect until
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50 the appropriate action in connection with the im-
-51 provements authorized by this act is taken by the
52 Port of Boston Authority to have the waterway
53 known as Roxbury canal, Dorchester brook, South
54 bay and Fort Point channel declared a non-navigable
55 waterway of the United States by the Congress of
56 the said United States.

1 Section 2. The Port of Boston Authority is
2 hereby authorized to improve Roxbury canal, South
3 bay, and that part of Fort Point channel south-
-4 westerly of the new harbor line established by section
5 one and land adjacent thereto by regulating the
6 discharge of storm water, surface drainage and sewage
7 overflow therein by means of the construction of a
8 conduit system with suitable connections, herein-
-9 after more particularly described, by the erection of a

10 retaining sea-wall adjacent to the harbor line estab-
-11 lished by section one and the filling of such area
12 and otherwise carrying out improvements substanti-
-13 ally as recommended by the report of the Port of
14 Boston Authority, to further investigate and study
15 the filling and improvement of South bay and part
16 of Fort Point channel in Boston harbor and certain
17 territories adjacent thereto in accordance with chap-
-18 ter thirty-six of the resolves of nineteen hundred and
19 forty-nine which report was filed with the clerk of the
20 house of representatives on the fifteenth day of May,
21 nineteen hundred and fifty.

1 Section 3. Said conduit system, with suitable
2 connections to existing overflows, shall be constructed
3 as follows: — (a) in Roxbury canal, South bay and
4 Fort Point channel from Massachusetts avenue
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5 northerly to outfalls at the harbor line established in
6 section one, and (6) in Dorchester brook and South
7 bay from near Massachusetts avenue northerly to an
8 intersection with the aforesaid conduit. Said conduit
9 system may be so constructed as to furnish sea water

10 for industrial use to industries along the course of the
11 system, and to carry the same away after such use.
12 After completion, the said conduit system with its
13 connections shall be operated and maintained by the
14 public works department of the city of Boston.

1 Section 4. During or after construction of said
2 conduit system and connections, said Port of Boston
3 Authority is hereby authorized to construct a sea-wall
4 adjacent to the harbor line established in section one
5 with suitable provision for the conduit intake and out-
-6 fall aforesaid, to fill to suitable grade said Roxbury
7 canal, South bay, and that part of Fort Point channel
8 southwesterly and also any lands adjacent thereto
9 owned or acquired by the commonwealth.

1 Section 5. For the aforesaid purposes, the Port
2 of Boston Authority shall acquire in the name of the
3 commonwealth, by purchase or otherwise, on such
4 terms and conditions and in such manner as it may
5 deem proper, or by the exercise of the power of emi-
-6 nent domain, in accordance with the provisions of
7 chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws in so far as

8 such provisions may be applicable, such public or pri-
-9 vate lands or parts thereof or rights therein, and public

10 or private ways as it may deem necessary for the sub-
-11 stantial carrying out of the intent of the recommenda-
-12 tions of the report of the Port of Boston Authority
13 to further study and investigate the filling and im-
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14 provement of South bay and part of Fort Point chan-
-15 nel in Boston harbor and certain areas adjacent thereto
16 in accordance with chapter thirty-six of the resolves
17 of nineteen hundred and forty-nine which report was
18 filed with the clerk of the house of representatives on

19 the fifteenth day of May, nineteen hundred and fifty,
20 and the provisions of this act; provided, that no
21 damages shall be paid to the city of Boston for any
22 lands or parts thereof or rights therein so taken.

1 Section 6. The cost of the construction of the
2 said drainage conduit, the construction of the said sea-
-3 wall, the said filling and the acquisition of such lands
4 as may be necessary, including land damages inci-
-5 dental to the carrying out of the provisions of this
6 act, and also including engineering expenses, contin-
-7 gencies and interest during construction, shall not
8 exceed sixteen million, five hundred thousand dollars
9 and shall be paid by the commonwealth as follows:

10 five million, five hundred thousand dollars from the
11 sale of commonwealth bonds as hereinafter more par-
-12 ticularly described and eleven million dollars from the
13 Highway Fund, of the department of public works.

1 Section 7. The state treasurer shall, upon request
2 of said Port of Boston Authority, issue and sell at
3 public or private sale, bonds of the commonwealth,
4 registered or with interest coupons attached, as he
5 may deem best, to an amount, to be specified from
6 time to time by said Authority, sufficient to provide
7 means for payment of the cost of the undertaking
8 herein authorized to be carried out by the common-

-9 wealth, including land and other damages. All such
10 bonds shall be on the serial payment plan for such
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11 maximum term of years as the governor may recom-
-12 mend to the general court, in accordance with sec-
-13 tion 3 of Article LXII of the Amendments to the
14 Constitution of the commonwealth, the maturities
15 to be so arranged that the amount payable each year
16 shall, as nearly as is in the opinion of the state treas-
-17 urer practicable, be the same, and shall bear interest
18 semiannually at such rate as the state treasurer with
19 the approval of the governor and council shall fix.

1 Section 8. After substantial completion of any
2 improvement under this act, the commonwealth,
3 acting through the Port of Boston Authority, for the
4 purposes of amortizing the bonds which will have been
5 sold pursuant to the authority of this act, may sell,
6 transfer to the department of public works, or other-
-7 wise dispose of any land or lands which may have been
8 reclaimed or taken, together with improvements
9 thereon, subject to such easements and restrictions

10 as it deems necessary, or may lease such land or lands
11 as it may deem necessary in order to amortize the
12 bonds which will have been sold pursuant to the au-

-13 thority of this act.




