
SENATE No. 1002
By Mr. Bulger, a petition of William M. Bulger for legislation relative

to the membership of the Parole Board. Social Welfare.

tFbc (Comnunuucallh of fHaasadjuartta

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

An Act relative to the membership of the parole board.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembledl, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 27 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 4 and inserting in place there-
-3 of the following section:—
4 Section //. There shall be in the department, but not sub-
-5 ject to its jurisdiction, a parole board, consisting of seven
6 members.
7 Whenever a vacancy or vacancies occur in the membership
8 of the board the governor shall fill said vacancy or vacancies by
9 appointing to the board for a term or terms of six years, one

10 or more members, as the case may be, from a list of not less
11 than six nor more than nine persons for each vacancy, but not
12 more than twelve persons in the event that there should be
13 two or more vacancies simultaneously, whose names shall be
14 submitted to him by a panel of five persons constituted as fol-
-15 lows: the chief justice of the superior court, the president of
16 the state parole officers’ association, the chairman of the advi-
-17 sory committee on correction, the president of the Massachu-
-18 setts bar association and the secretary of the executive offices
19 of human services shall serve as chairman of said panel.
20 Persons shall be selected by the panel with reference to their

21 demonstrated knowledge and/or experience in the administra-

-22 tion of criminal justice or in the behavioral sciences, as more

23 specifically set forth in this section, and without regard to their

24 political affiliations. Members shall devote full time to their

25 duties and no member shall hold any other salaried public office
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or engage in any business or profession for profit during his
incumbency.

26
27

Until all seven positions on the Board are filled, the chairman
on the effective date of this act shall continue to serve in that
capacity. When all seven positions have been filled the Gov-
ernor shall designate one of its members as chairman to serve
in that capacity until the expiration of the term he is then serv-
ing or until earlier removed as chairman by him; and there-
after whenever a vacancy occurs in that position the Governor
shall designate one of its members as chairman. Said chair-
man shall be the executive and administrative head of said
board, shall have the authority and responsibility of directing
assignments of members of said board and shall be the appoint-
ing and removing authority for parole agents and other mem-
bers of the parole staff. In the case of the absence or disability
of the chairman, the Governor may select one of the other
members to act as chairman during such absence or disability.
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43 The chairman shall receive a salary of thirty thousand dol-

lars and each of the other members shall receive a salary of
twenty-five thousand dollars.
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Persons whose names are submitted by the panel must have
graduated from an accredited four-year college or university
and must have had at least five years of training and/or ex-
perience in one or more of the following fields:— parole, pro-
bation, corrections, law, law enforcement, psychology, psychi-
atry, sociology and social work provided that the panel, (by
unanimous vote), may submit the name of a person who has
demonstrated exceptional qualifications and aptitude for car-
rying out the duties required of parole board members should
he substantially, although not precisely, meet the above quali-
fications. The list of names of such persons for each vacancy
shall include the following, insofar as it is possible to select
such persons who are willing and able to fill promptly the ex-
isting vacancy or vacancies; an attorney admitted to prac-
tice in Massachusetts, a psychiatrist who is a member in good
standing of the American Psychiatric Association, a psychol-
ogist certified by the Massachusetts Board of Certification in
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Psychology, Inc., and a member of the Massachusetts par
staff.

The panel shall submit its list to the governor within sixty
days of notification by the governor that a vacancy or vacan-
cies exist. In the event that the panel does not submit a list
to the governor within sixty days, as provided in this section,
the governor shall fill said vacancy or vacancies.

Section 2. Members of the parole board whose terms have
not expired on the effective date of this act shall continue to
serve as members for the remainder of their respective terms.




