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Dear Secretary Connolly,
Pursuant to the provisions of section 33 of chapter 30 of the

General Laws, I hereby submit the attached legislative recommenda-
tions by the Division of Public Employee Retirement Administration
for consideration during the 1995 legislative session.

Sincerely,

JOHN J. McGLYNN,
Commissioner.
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LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
DIVISION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEE
RETIREMENT A DMINISTRA TION

1. An Act relative to public employee retirement.

Sections 1 and 2 would require a member of a retirement system to
be classified in a group for a minimum of one full year in order to be
granted retirement benefits using the calculation formula for that
group. For example, a member who takes a position in group 4 would
not be entitled using the higher group 4 percentage in the retirement
allowance calculation until the member had held the group 4 position
for at least one year. Likewise, a member who has performed service
in a position classified in group 4 and accepts a position classified in
group 1 would be entitled to retire using the higher percent for
group 4 for one year.

Chapter 697 of the acts of 1988 allowed for an increase in the addi-
tional pension to be paid to eligible children of persons retired for
accidental disability. The additional pension for eligible children of
members who die as the result of a job related injury was not
increased. Section 3 would increase the allowance for the eligible
children of deceased members of the state and teachers’ retirement
systems and would allow the other retirement systems to accept the
provisions of the section and increase the allowance paid to eligible
children of deceased members of the local systems.

The term “Option” in the Massachusetts Retirement Laws is used to
describe the allotment of a retirement allowance. Members of a retire-
ment system can select retirement options which do not provide for a
benefit to a surviving spouse or for any other beneficiary. Section 4
seeks to ensure that a retiree and his or her spouse is aware of the
option selected by requiring the signature of the member’s spouse on
all retirement option selection forms or notification of the spouse if
there is no signature.

An Act relative to workers’ compensation

This proposal corrects an oversight in the workers’ compensation
laws regarding PERA’s access to and receipt of certain information.
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