
SENATE No. 1926
Senate, January 23, 2003 —Text of the amendments adopted by the

Senate to the present Senate Rules. Text of the Rules Committee’s
recommendations (Senate, No. 1923) and further amendments adopted
by the Senate, printed as amended.

In the Year Two Thousand and Three

2 By adding after Rule 4A the following Rule
3 4B The Senate President shall, upon declaration of candidacy
4 for any other state or federal elective office, remove himself/her-
-5 self from said position.
6 [Explanation: This change is self explanatory and requires the
7 Senate President, upon declaration of candidacy for any other
8 elective office to remove himself/herselffrom said position.]

9 By striking out, in Rule 5, in line 4, the words “President pro tem-
-10 pore” and inserting in place thereof the words “Acting President”.
11 [Explanation: This rules change involves the election of a Pres-
-12 ident or Acting President when there is a vacancy in the office of
13 President. The words “President pro tempore” have been taken
14 out so that they don't conflict or be confused with the role of
15 newly created position. ]

16

17 In Senate Rule 11A and 11C by striking out the word “Adminis-
-18 tration” and inserting in place thereof the words “Ethics and Rules”.

19 Strike out Senate Rule 12 and inserting in place thereof the
20 following:
21 12. The following standing committees shall be appointed by
22 the President, to wit:

Commontoealtt) of iflassadjusetts

President Seeking Office.

Administration Committee transfer positions.
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23 A Committee on Bills in the Third Reading
24 To consist of five members.
25 A Committee on Long Term Debt and Capital Expenditures;
26 To consist of seven members.
27 A Committee on Post Audit and Oversight
28 To consist of seven members.
29 A Committee on Ethics and Rules:
30 To consist of six members, one being the Minority Leader,
31 and another member appointed by the Minority Leader.
32 A Committee on Science and Technology
33 To consist of seven members
34 A Committee on Steering and Policy;
35 To consist of eleven members.
36 A Committee on Ways and Means;
37 To consist of seventeen members

38 Amend Senate Rule 12A by striking out the first and second
39 sentences and inserting in place thereof the following:
40 All violations of Rules and all questions of conduct of mem-
-41 bers, officers and employees of the Senate shall be referred by
42 order of the Senate to the committee on Ethics and Rules.

43

44 Amend Senate Rule 128 by striking out the first and second
45 sentences and inserting in place thereof the following:
46 There shall be a standing Committee on Steering and Policy
47 consisting of eleven members to be appointed in accordance with
48 Senate Rule 13. The committee shall include nine members of the
49 majority party and two members of the minority party.
50 I Explanation: Changes Steering and Policy Committee
51 appointment process to align with current process. Appointments
52 to he made according to Rule 13for committee appointments.]

53 Amend Senate Rule 12D by striking out the text thereof and
54 inserting in place thereof the following;
55 The President of the Senate, the Majority leader and the
56 Minority leader shall review applications for each member’s staff
57 and committee operating requirements, determine the allocation of

Steering and Policy Committee membership.
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58 resources for each member pursuant to written guidelines, and
59 allocate office space.

60

61 Strike out the second sentence in Rule 13 and insert in place
62 thereof the following:
63 The President may also nominate the majority floor leader,
64 assistant majority floor leader, majority whip, the assistant majority
65 whip and a President pro tempore. The President pro tempore shall
66 assist the President in the coordination of policy development and
67 the ceremonial functions of the Senate and shall perform such
68 duties assigned to him by the President.
69 [Explanation: This change adds another leadership position,
70 the assistant majority whip and provides for the appointment of a
71 President pro tempore, who assists the President in the coordina-

2 tion ofpolicy development and ceremonial functions.]

3 Amend Senate Rule 13A in lines 4, 7 and Bby striking out the
4 words “Committee on Rules” and inserting in place, in each

75 instance the words “Committee on Ethics and Rules”; and by addin
76 the following:

77 The Committee on Ethics and Rules is authorized to originate
78 and report special orders for the scheduling and consideration of
79 matters on the floor of the Senate. When reported such orders may
80 be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present and
81 voting, and shall be subject to approval by a majority of the mem-
-82 bers of the Senate present and voting. Debate on the question on
83 adoption of such orders shall be limited to thirty minutes. Such
84 orders shall not be subject to reconsideration.

Leadership position and President pro tempore.

85 Amend Senate Rule 13C, in line 1, by striking out the words
86 “Committee on Rules” and inserting in place thereof the words

Committee on Ethics and Rule
88 By inserting in Senate Rule 19, after the word “Means”, in
89 line 2 the words “, the committee on Long Term Debt and Capital
90 Expenditures”.
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Amend Senate Rule 20, in line 10, by striking out the words
“Committee on Rules” and inserting in place thereof the words
“Committee on Ethics and Rules”; and in lines 18 and 19, by
striking out the words “Committee on Rules” and inserting in
place thereof the words “Committee on Ethics and Rules”.

91
92

93
94
95

96 By adding after Rule 26A the following rule
97 268 There shall be appointed a standing committee on Long
98 Term Debt and Capital Expenditures consisting of seven members
99 Said committee shall review all legislation providing for the

100 giving, loaning or pledging of the credit of the Commonwealth
01 (see Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution, as

102 amended by Article LXXXIV). Said committee shall be respon-
103 sible for evaluating such legislation and determining the appropri-
104 ateness of enacting legislation containing increased bond
105 authorizations for the Commonwealth.
106 The committee on Long-Term Debt and Capital Expenditures
107 shall periodically review and hold open public hearings, accepting
108 oral and written testimony on the status of the bonds and notes of the
109 Commonwealth, including (1) general obligation debt; (2) dedicated
110 income tax debt; and (3) special obligation debt. The committee
111 shall also, in its continuing study of the state’s bonding practices,
112 review the Commonwealth's liabilities relative to (a) state-supported
113 debt; (b) state-guaranteed debt; and (c) indirect obligations
114 The committee shall consult with the various agencies of the
115 Executive branch and the office of the Treasurer and Receiver-
116 General relative to project expenditures, availability of funds, the
117 sale of new bonds and the resultant debt obligations, federal reim-
118 bursements and other related funding and bonding issues
119 The committee on Long-Term Debt and Capital Expenditures
120 shall be authorized to conduct hearings relative to the statutory
121 authority of the Executive branch and the Treasurer and Receiver-
122 General in the issuance and sale of bonds and notes and the
123 expenditure of capital funds by the various agencies and authori-
124 ties of the Commonwealth. The committee shall determine
125 whether such laws, administrative regulations and programs are
126 being implemented in accordance with the intent of the General
127 Court. The committee shall be authorized to make recommenda-
128 tions for statutory changes and changes in the Constitution which
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129 would grant discretion to the Legislature over the allotment and
130 expenditure of funds authorized by capital appropriations. The
131 committee on Long-Term Debt and Capital Expenditures may ini-
-132 tiate legislation consistent with Senate Rule 19.
133 The committee on Long-Term Debt and Capital Expenditures
134 shall be authorized to report to the General Court from time to
135 time on the results of its hearings and to file drafts of legislation
136 and proposals for amendments to the Constitution necessary to
137 carry its recommendations into effect.
138 Any bill providing for borrowing for new projects, and requiring
139 the Commonwealth to issue bonds for such purpose, shall, prior to
140 its reference to the committee on Ways and Means, be referred to the
141 committee on Long-Term Debt and Capital Expenditures for report
142 on its relationship to the finances of the Commonwealth.
143 Messages from the Governor setting terms of bonds and notes,
144 or for the de-authorization or re-authorization of bonds and notes
145 shall be referred to the committee on Long-Term Debt and Capital
146 Expenditures.

147 Amend Senate Rule 27C, in line 2, by striking out the words
148 “Committee on Rules” and inserting in place thereof the words
149 “Committee on Ethics and Rules”.

150 Amend Senate Rule 31 A, by striking out, in line 1, the words
151 “Committee on Rules” and inserting in place thereof the words
152 “Committee on Ethics and Rules”.

153 Amend Senate Rule 59, in line 1 and in lines 16-17, by striking
154 out, in each instance, the words “Committee on Rules” and
155 inserting in place thereof the words “Committee on Ethics and
156 Rules”.

157 Amend Senate Rule 59A by striking out the first sentence of the
158 first paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following:
159 “Formal sessions of the Senate shall be made accessible to elec
160 tronic media, including television and radio,”

61 By striking out, in Senate Rule 59A, in the second sentence of
62 the first paragraph the words “Committee on Rules” and inserting
63 in place thereof the words “Committee on Ethics and Rules”.
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164 In Senate Rule 59A by striking out the second sentence of the
165 second paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following;
166 If it is not feasible for such a session to be broadcast live, they
167 shall endeavor to provide for its delayed broadcast on television
168 throughout the Commonwealth. The Committee on Ethics and
169 Rules in consultation with the committee on Science and Tech-
-170 nology, is hereby authorized to provide for the audio and/or video
171 transmission via the Internet of Senate sessions. The committee on
172 Ethics and Rules may enter into agreements with nonprofit enti-
-173 ties, including public and private educational facilities, to provide
174 for audio and/or video transmission via the Internet of the Senate

sessions

176 Television Coverage Report New rule 59D.

177 By inserting after Rule 59C the following new rule
178 59D (1) The President shall make available to each member of
179 the Senate a copy of the contract for the television broadcast of
180 the Senate formal sessions.
181 (2) Any contracts executed after January 1, 2003 concerning
182 television broadcast of the formal sessions of the Senate shall con-
-183 tain provisions requiring the following information to be reported
184 to members of the Senate:
185 (a) a list of all cities and towns to receive live televised broad
186 casts the sessions of the Senate;
187 (b) a list of each city and town to receive Senate coveragt
188 including the date and time of the live and pre-recorded broad
189 casts of each session of the Senate;
190 (c) a list of cities and towns that do not receive live televised
191 broadcasts of the sessions of the Senate and an explanation for the
192 lack of coverage.

The President shall make available said copy of the contract tc
each member of the Senate on the first day of the annual session

Cellular Telephones New Rule 618.

y inserting after Senate Rule 61A the following new rule:
18. No use of cellular telephones shall be permitted in the

Senate Chamber while the Senate is in sessior
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199 Amend Senate Rule 63 by striking out, in the second sentence,
200 the words “Committee on Rules” and inserting in place thereof the
201 words “Committee on Ethics and Rules”.
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