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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Pursuant to Article LVI of the Constitution of the Commonwealth, as
amended by Article XC, Section 3 of the Amendments to the Constitution of
the Commonwealth, I am returning to you for amendment Senate Bill
No. 1559, “An Act Relative to Creditable Service for Vocational Education
Teachers,”

Executive Department

Senate Bill No. 1559 would amend Section 4(1) of Chapter 32 of the
General Laws, the retirement law provision relating to creditable service.
This bill permits a vocational education teacher in the teacher's or Boston
retirement system to receive up to three years of creditable service tor woik
experience in the occupational field in which he or she teaches. A teachei
who completes at least 10 years of service is eligible for participation. Phis
bill will further increase an unfunded pension liability already estimated at

$l2 billion. For reasons similar to my recommendation on House Bill 4677,
“An Act Relative to Creditable service for Service Rendered as a School
Nurse,” it is not appropriate to expand eligibility without funding the associ-
ated pension liability. As written, this bill will only exaceibate the buiden
placed on the taxpayers and the state’s pension system. I herefore, I recom-
mend that the General Court amend Senate Bill No. 1559 to piovide that it
only become effective upon appropriation and deposit into the Pension
Reserves Investment Trust of funds sufficient to offset the increased future
financial liability that it would create.
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Vocational teachers are an integral part of our educational system and are
responsible for teaching valuable skills essential to the lives of many Massa-
chusetts’ citizens. However, we must balance this recognition with fiscal
responsibility, especially given the state’s $l2 billion unfunded pension lia-
bility. Therefore, 1 propose that Senate Bill No. 1559 be amended by adding
at the end of it the following paragraph:

This act shall be effective upon an appropriation by the Commonwealth
for deposit into the Pension Reserves Investment Trust of funds equal to the
amount by which the actuary of the Public Employee Retirement Adminis-
tration Commission projects that this act will increase the Commonwealth’s
pension liability.

Respectfully submitted
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