
SENATE No. 11l
By Mr. Moore, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. Ill) of

Richard T. Moore, Edward G. Connolly and Kathi-Anne Reinstein for
legislation to enhance parental responsibility in the Commonwealth.
Children and Families.

In the Year Two Thousand and Five

An Act to enhance parental responsibility in the commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled , and by the authority of the same , as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Title. This act shall be known as “An Act to
2 Enhance Parental Responsibility in the Commonwealth.”

1 SECTION 2. Purpose. It is hereby found that the children of the
2 Commonwealth are our greatest asset and represent the future of
3 our Commonwealth, and that our children are dependent on their
4 parents and guardians in their development as responsible citi-
-5 zens. Increasingly, however, school and Juvenile justice profes-
-6 sionals report that the youth they serve often lack appropriate
7 parental involvement, concern, support and guidance and that par-
-8 ents themselves, are not always prepared for the responsibilities of
9 parenthood to help their children develop positive relationships

10 with others in our society. Therefore, it is deemed necessary to
11 establish a parenting education program to enable parents or
12 guardians to be educated on their role in the development of their
13 children.
14 It is further found that the Juvenile Court Department regularly
15 deals with unruly and delinquent juveniles and that such juveniles
16 who are often delinquent, in part because of a lack of proper guid-
-17 ance in the home which would if provided, aid in preventing
18 reoccurrence of such unruly or delinquent behavior and that a par-
-19 enting education program would assist in preventing recidivism.
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20 Therefore, it is imperative that for the public purpose hereby
21 found that the juvenile court department in its discretion order
22 parents or guardians who have a juvenile before the court to a par-
-23 enting education program in order to enhance their ability to assist
24 in the development of such juvenile. It is further found that the
25 probate and family court shall order parties to a divorce in which
26 there are minor children to a parenting education program.

1 SECTION 3. Section 21 of chapter 119 of the General Laws, as
2 so appearing in the 2002 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in line 12, the word “and” and inserting in the place
4 thereof the following word: or.

1 SECTION 4. Section 21 of Chapter 119, as so appearing in the
2 2002 Official Edition, is hereby further amended by inserting in
3 line 14, after the words “his school.” The following:— ,or who is
4 unable to maintain or meet the minimal guidelines for his grade
5 level as established by his school district, or whose parents or
6 guardian fail to require the child to obey the lawful and reasonable
7 regulations of his school or who persistently fail to support the
8 school in the implementation of such regulations as they pertain to
9 any child of the parent or guardian.

1 SECTION 5. Chapter 119 as so appearing in the 2002 Official
2 Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following new
3 section:—
4 Section 23C. Responsibility of the department to establish a
5 parenting education program.
6 The department shall have the responsibility, for establishing
7 parenting education program for parties involved in any action
8 before the juvenile court department brought under Sections 24,
9 26, 39, and 58 of Chapter 119. For purposes of this section such
10 program shall mean a course consisting of, but not limited to,
11 information on the developmental stages of children, dispute reso-
-12 lution and conflict management, character development, commu-
-13 nicating with children, managing stress and motivating children:
14 An advisory committee is hereby established to develop and assist
15 in the implementation of said parenting education program, said
16 advisory committee shall consist of the commissioners of the
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17 Department of Social Services, the Department of Youth Services,
18 the Department of Education, the Juvenile Probation Department,
19 the Chief Justice of the Juvenile Court Department, or their
20 designees.
21 The department shall, by contract with service providers, make
22 available the parenting education program and shall certify to the
23 court the results of each party’s participation in the program.
24 Any person who is ordered to participate in a parenting educa-
-25 tion program shall pay directly to the service provider a participa-
-26 tion fee, except that no person may be excluded from such
27 program for inability to pay such fee. Any contract entered into
28 between the department and the service provider pursuant to this
29 section shall include a fee schedule and provisions requiring
30 service providers to allow persons who are indigent or unable to
31 pay to participate in such program and shall provide that all costs
32 of such program shall be covered by revenue generated from par-
-33 ticipants’ fees. The total cost shall not exceed two hundred and
34 twenty-five dollars per person, such amount shall indexed annu-
-35 ally to reflect the rate of inflation. The program shall not exceed a
36 total oftwelve hours.

1 SECTION 6. Section 24 of Chapter 119 of the General Laws, as
2 so appearing in the 2002 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 inserting, in line 13, after the words “order made.” the
4 following:— Such order may include requiring the parents or
5 guardian to successfully complete a parenting education program,
6 or require the parent or guardian to attain a general education
7 diploma if said parent or guardian is not a high school graduate or
8 general education diploma recipient, or both.

1 SECTION 7. Chapter 119 as so appearing in the 2002 Official
2 Edition, is hereby amended by inserting in line 17, after the word
3 “child.” The following;— Such conditions may include requiring
4 the parent or guardian to successfully complete a parenting educa-
-5 tion program, or require the parent or guardian to attain a general
6 education diploma if said parent or guardian is not a high school
7 graduate or a general education diploma recipient, or both.
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1 SECTION 8. Chapter 119, as so appearing in the 2002 Official
2 Edition, is hereby amended, by inserting in line 12, after the
3 words “services,” the following:— ,

and may require the parent or
4 guardian to successfully complete a parenting education program,
5 or require said parent or guardian to attain a general education
6 diploma if said parent or guardian is not a high school graduate or
7 general education diploma recipient, or both,

1 SECTION 9. Chapter 119 as so appearing in the 2002 Official
2 Edition, is hereby amended by inserting in line 75, after the word
3 “child” the following:— ,or the child may be released to the cus-
-4 tody of his parents or legal guardian and such parent or legal
5 guardian may be required to successfully complete a parenting
6 education program or require the parent or guardian to attain a
7 general education diploma if such parent or guardian is not a high
8 school graduate or a general education diploma recipient or both.

1 SECTION 10. Chapter 208 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 27, as appearing in the 2002
3 Official Edition, the following section:—
4 Section 27A. (a) The chief justice of the probate and family
5 court is hereby authorized and directed to establish a parenting
6 education program in which attendance by the parties to a divorce
7 case in which there are minor children shall be required; provided,
8 however, that the court may waive this requirement as it deems
9 appropriate. Such waiver shall be granted only upon a showing of

10 chronic and severe violence which negates safe parental commu-
-11 nication; language barriers; institutionalization or other unavail-
-12 ability of a party; failure of the other party to complete a program;
13 or where justice otherwise indicates.
14 All parties to an action for divorce under the provisions of this
15 chapter in which there are minor children shall attend and partici-
-16 pate in said program.
17 (b) No pretrial conference or trial shall be held by the court
18 until the court receives a certificate of attendance from an
19 approved program for each party, or waives the requirement. An
20 uncontested divorce hearing may be scheduled pending attendance
21 if the parties confirmation of registration with the court. A hearing
22 date shall not be set earlier than the latest program date. A pretrial
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23 conference in a contested case may be similarly scheduled
24 pending attendance. Sanctions for non-attendance may be imposed
25 by the court.
26 (c) The parties shall attend such program approved by the chief
27 justice of the probate and family court. Attendance at any such
28 approved program within the commonwealth shall be permissible.
29 Programs not so approved by the chief justice will not satisfy the
30 attendance requirement. Lists of approved programs shall be
31 available at all registries of probate.
32 (d) The parties shall each pay fifty dollars to the program in
33 advance to offset the cost of said program unless said fee is
34 reduced or waived by the court due to indigence of a party.
35 (e) Nothing herein shall be construed to limit the authority of a
36 justice from ordering the parties in any specific case involving
37 visitation, custody or support of minor children to attend an
38 approved program.
39 (f) In conjunction with said parent education program, the chief
40 justice shall establish a counseling program for the minor children
41 of the parties, consisting of at least two sessions conducted by
42 qualified counselors approved by the court. The court may require
43 a minor child of the parties to attend such sessions.
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