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An Act to ensure parents of children prescribed psychotropic

DRUGS RECEIVE ADEQUATE INFORMATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 23 of chapter 94C of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 2 of chapter 133 of the acts of
3 2003, is hereby further amended by adding the following subsec-
-4 tion:—
5 (i) The commissioner of the department of mental health shall
6 convene a task force consisting of 1 representative each from the
7 department of medical assistance, the department of public health,
8 the Massachusetts Psychiatric Society, the Massachusetts College
9 of Pharmacy and Health Sciences, the Massachusetts chapter of

10 the American Academy of Pediatricians, and a consumer who is
11 the parent or guardian of a minor who is currently prescribed psy-
-12 chotropic medication.
13 The task force shall develop and implement a list of the 20
14 most commonly prescribed psychotropic medications for children,
15 including a description in plain language of the most common side
16 effects of each medication. The task force shall update the list
17 annually. The commissioner of the department of mental health
18 shall post the written information provided by the task force on
19 the department's website, to be available to prescribers and the
20 general public.
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21 Before a practitioner prescribes a psychotropic drug for use by
22 a patient who is a minor in a non-inpatient setting, or before dis-
-23 charging the minor from an inpatient facility, a copy of the infor-
-24 mation provided by the task force shall be made available to the
25 minor’s parent or legal guardian. The prescriber shall note in the
26 patient’s record that the information has been provided to the
27 parent or legal guardian. If the parent or legal guardian is inca-
-28 pable of understanding the psychotropic drug information, the
29 practitioner shall explain the information, including side effects,
30 before providing the prescription to the patient. Providing the
31 information to the parent or legal guardian shall not be considered
32 a substitute for informed consent.

1 SECTION 2. The task force created under section 1 shall hold
2 its initial meeting within 90 days of the effective date of this act.
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