
SENATE No. 300
By Mr. Barrios, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 300) of

Jarrett T. Barrios, Daniel E. Bosley, Pamela P. Resor, Alice K. Wolf and
other members of the General Court for legislation relative to the charter
school accountability act. Education.

In the Year Two Thousand and Five.

An Act relative to the charter school accountability act.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. The first paragraph of section IE of chapter 15 of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the 2002 Official Edition, is
3 hereby amended by striking out the third sentence and inserting in
4 place thereof the following sentence:— No appointed member of
5 the board shall be employed by or receive regular compensation
6 from the department of education, or from any school system,
7 public or independent, or from any commonwealth charter school
8 or charter school advocacy or funding organization in the com-
-9 monwealth.

1 SECTION 2. Subsection (c) of section 89 of chapter 71 of the
2 General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting
3 after the first sentence the following 2 sentences:— For the pur-
-4 poses of this section, the words “innovative” or “innovation” shall
5 refer to significantly different curricula, practices or programs that
6 other district schools in the sending district do not already imple-
-7 ment. If a sending district is in the process of implementing or
8 has already implemented such a program, then the applicant shall
9 not be considered “innovative” for the purposes of its charter.

10 The term “sending district” shall refer to the district from which
11 the charter school applicant expects to draw its students.
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1 SECTION 3. Said section 89 of said chapter 71, as so
2 appearing, is hereby further amended by inserting after
3 subsection (c) the following 2 subsections: —
4 (c!4) Charter applicants, as part of the application and hearing
5 process, shall provide the sending district’s superintendent with
6 planned methods for innovation within the charter school, the
7 methods by which the charter plans to replicate those innovations
8 in the sending district and a plan showing how the district can rea-
-9 sonably replicate such innovations.

10 (c'/i) The board shall not grant a charter where there is not suf-
-11 ficient evidence of innovation that is replicable in the sending dis-
-12 trict.

1 SECTION 4. Said section 89 of said chapter 71, as so
2 appearing, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word
3 “achievement”, in line 55, the following words; (11) an active
4 recruitment plan for students that assures that the charter school’s
5 enrollment represents the school population of the sending dis-
-6 trict; and (12) a plan for student relocation in the event that the
7 charter is revoked or not renewed.

1 SECTION 5. Subsection (i) of said section 89 of said
2 chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 the first sentence the following 4 sentences: — The board of edu-
-4 cation shall establish measurable goals specific to each charter
5 application. Achievement of these goals shall be considered by
6 the board of education when they begin the process of renewing a
7 charter. These goals shall include, but not be limited to:— (1) a
8 minimum level of academic achievement; (2) a working cur-
-9 riculum ready for replication which shall include: (a) the sug-

-10 gested curriculum; and (b) plans for program assessment;
11 (3) recruitment of a student population representative of the
12 sending districts; and (4) a satisfactory plan for innovation and
13 replication by the sending districts. Charters that do not meet
14 these requirements shall not be renewed.

1 SECTION 6. Said clause (i) of said section 89 of said
2 chapter 71, as so appearing is hereby further amended by inserting
3 after the eighth sentence the following 3 sentences:— The board
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4 of education shall conduct at least 1 adequately advertised public
5 hearing which shall be held in the evening within the sending dis-
-6 tricts. To adequately advertise any such hearing, the board shall
7 conspicuously post notice within the communities 30 days in
8 advance. The board shall consider the level of community sup-
-9 port, including the level of support or concern expressed by a

10 sending district’s school committee and it’s city council, town
11 meeting, board of selectmen or other representative body, in
12 deciding whether a charter has community support.

This Document lias Been Printed On 1(1(1% Recycled Paper.




