
SENATE No. 724
By Mr. Moore, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, N0.724).724) of

Richard T. Moore, Joyce A. Spiliotis, Edward G. Connolly and Bruce E.
Tarr for legislation for a caring Commonwealth; defining the health care
policy of the Commonwealth; health care policy council established.
Health Care Financing.

die Commontoealtf) of iflassadtusrtts!

In the Year Two Thousand and Five.

An Act for a caring commonwealth; defining the health care
POLICY OF THE COMMONWEALTH; HEALTH CARE POLICY COUNCIL
ESTABLISHED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 SECTION I. Section 16 of chapter 6A of the General Laws, as
2 most recently appearing in the 2002 Official Edition, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the first paragraph, the following: “and
4 the Massachusetts Health Policy Coordinating Council.”

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 6A of the General Laws, as most recently
2 appearing in the 2002 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 inserting after Section 16C, the following new section:—
4 Section I6D. Massachusetts Health Policy Coordinating
5 Council.
6 Section 16D. There shall be a Massachusetts Health Policy
7 Coordinating Council within the executive office of health and
8 human services to guide the implementation of the health care
9 policy of the Commonwealth established pursuant to the health

10 care policy framework set forth in section 4 of this act, and to rec-
-11 ommend revisions of said policy to the General Court where
12 appropriate. The Council shall review the goals set forth in said
13 section 4, shall develop the objectives necessary to attaining said
14 goals and an estimate of their cost as well as the effects on the
15 improvement of health status and the economy, assign short-term
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16 and long-term status to said objectives, and shall identify and,
17 subject to their concurrence, designate those lead agencies and
18 public or private organizations to be responsible for implementa-

-19 tion of specifics. The Council shall invite the stakeholders
20 involved in each objective to assist with the implementation and
21 evaluation of progress for each objective. In addition, the Council
22 shall identify an appropriate state or non-profit organization to
23 serve as lead agency for each objective, gain concurrence in
24 accepting this responsibility, and designate those responsible as
25 lead agencies or organizations to implement the short term and
26 long term objectives. The Council shall, not less than annually,
27 review and report to the public and stakeholders regarding the
28 state of health care in the Commonwealth including the progress
29 in achieving the goals and objectives of the policy.
30 In addition to such duties as may be assigned by law or by
31 direction of the secretary of health and human services, the
32 Council shall develop performance measurement benchmarks for
33 goals and objectives in consultation with lead agencies and orga-
-34 nizations, and to measure progress toward achieving those bench-
-35 marks on an annual basis. Reports of the Council shall be made
36 available electronically and annual public hearings shall be held
37 to obtain input from stakeholders and the general public regarding
38 any revisions of goals or objectives. The Council may establish an
39 advisory commission to allow the broadest possible involvement
40 of stakeholders in the review of progress.
41 The Council membership shall consist of thirty-five members
42 who shall be the Governor, Lt. Governor, Senate President, and
43 House Speaker, the Secretary of Health and Human Services,
44 Commissioner of Public Health, Commissioner of Mental Health,
45 the Commissioner of Insurance; the Executive Director of the
46 Group Insurance Commission, the Chancellor/Dean of the Uni-
-47 versity of Massachusetts Medical School, the Senate and House
48 Chairs of the Joint Committee on Health Care, who shall serve
49 while holding such chairmanship; thirteen members to be
50 appointed by the governing body or chief administrator of the
51 following, for terms of two years: including one member repre-
-52 senting Health Care For All, one member representing the Home
53 and Health Care Association of Massachusetts, one member rep-
-54 resenting the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative, one
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55 member representing the Massachusetts chapter of the National
56 Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors, one member
57 representing the Massachusetts Hospital Association, one member
58 representing the Massachusetts Association of Health Plans, one
59 member representing the Massachusetts Association of Behavioral
60 Health Systems, one member representing the Massachusetts
6! League of Community Health Centers, one member representing
62 the Massachusetts Medical Society, one member representing the
63 Massachusetts Extended Care Federation, one member repre-
-64 senting the Massachusetts Catholic conference, one member rep-
-65 resenting the Massachusetts council of churches, and one member
66 representing the Jewish community relations council; and ten
67 members to be appointed by the governor for terms of two years,
68 to include a representative of the mental health field, a representa-
-69 tive of pediatric health care, a representative of long-term care, a
70 representative of hospice care, a representative of the nursing pro-
-71 fession, a representative of the biomedical or pharmaceutical
72 fields, a representative of health care consumers, a representative
73 of the Massachusetts Council of Human Service Providers, a rep-
-74 resentative of the Massachusetts Business Roundtable, and a rep-
-75 resentative of the Massachusetts chapter of the American
76 Association of Retired Persons. The secretary of the executive
77 office of health and human services shall serve as the chair.

1 SECTION 3. (a) Quorum. Seventeen members shall consti-
-2 tute a quorum for the transaction of any business, and the act by
3 the majority of the members present at any meeting in which there
4 is a quorum shall be deemed to be the act of the Council.
5 (b) Meetings. —All meetings of the Council shall be advertised
6 and conducted pursuant to Chapter 30A unless otherwise provided
7 in this section.
8 1. The Council shall meet at least twice every year, and may
9 provide for special meetings as it deems necessary. Meeting dates

10 shall be set by a majority vote of the members of the Council or
11 by the call of the chairperson upon seven days’ notice to all
12 Council members.
13 2. All meetings of the Council shall be publicly advertised, as
14 provided for in this subsection, and shall be open to the public,
15 except that the Council, through its bylaws, may provide for exec-
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16 utive sessions of the Council. No act of the Council shall be taken
17 in an executive session.
18 3. The Council shall file a schedule of its meetings with the
19 Secretary of State and shall publish a schedule of its meetings in
20 at least two newspapers, one newspaper in general circulation in
21 the Commonwealth. Such notice shall be published and filed at
22 least once in each calendar quarter and shall list the schedule of
23 meetings of the Council to be held in the subsequent calendar
24 quarter. Such notice shall specify the date, time and place of the
25 meeting and shall state that the Council’s meetings are open to the
26 general public, except that no such notice shall be required for
27 executive sessions of the Council.
28 4. All action taken by the Council shall be taken in open public
29 session, an action of the Council shall not be taken except upon
30 the affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the Council
31 present during meetings at which a quorum is present.
32 (c) Compensation. The members of the Council shall not
33 receive a salary or per diem allowance for serving as members of
34 the Council but shall be reimbursed for actual and necessary
35 expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. Said
36 expenses may include reimbursement of travel and living
37 expenses while engaged in Council business.
38 (d) Vacancies. Vacancies on the Council shall be filled in the
39 same manner in which they were originally designated under this
40 section within 60 days of the vacancy. If the person or entity
41 required by this act to make appointments to the Council fails to
42 act within 60 days of the vacancy, the Council chairperson may
43 make such appointment.
44 (e) A member may be removed for just cause by the Council
45 after recommendation by a vote of at least 20 members of the
46 Council.

1 SECTION 4. Chapter 6A of the General Laws, as most recently
2 appearing in the 2002 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 inserting after section 16D, the following new section:—
4 Section 16E. Massachusetts Health Care Policy Framework.
5 Section 16E. The strategic goal of the health care system in the
6 Commonwealth shall be to reduce the burden of physical and
7 mental illness, injury, and disability, and to improve the overall
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8 health status and function of all Massachusetts residents including
9 an emphasis on closing the gaps in health status by addressing the

10 unique needs of vulnerable populations.
11 To that end, the following operational goals shall be the focus
12 ofthe health care system;
13 1) to improve the patient experience with health care promoting
14 safety, effectiveness, patient-centeredness, timeliness, efficiency,
15 and equity;
16 2) to strengthen prevention and care management as the pri-
-17 mary objectives of all primary care;
18 3) to guarantee that every resident has health insurance and
19 access to health care for both physical and mental health needs
20 and that this insurance adequately compensates providers for care;
21 4) to strengthen the public health system in the Commonwealth
22 and its communities, to implement the objectives of Healthy Com-
-23 munities 2010, and to effectively respond to the threat of bio-ter-
-24 rorism or natural disasters through an “all hazards approach;”
25 5) to strengthen the emergency medical system and bioter-
-26 rorism preparedness in the Commonwealth, and to increase the
27 ability of individuals and communities to respond to medical
28 emergencies and mental health episodes;
29 6) to establish a funding mechanism to support the physical and
30 mental health needs of the Commonwealth during cyclical eco-
-31 nomic downturns;
32 7) to develop a system to ensure an adequate supply of highly
33 competent, empathic health care and scientific research profes-
-34 sionals to meet the workforce needs of the Commonwealth sup-
-35 ported by the latest, most effective biomedical and pharmaceutical
36 research as well as medical technology and health management
37 and information systems;
38 8) to encourage the economic success of the health care system
39 in its role as a major component of the Commonwealth’s eco-
-40 nomic prosperity so that Massachusetts is a national leader in
41 medical and bio-medical technology;
42 9) to develop a system to provide care with dignity in the least
43 restrictive environment appropriate to the needs of each individual
44 and their family; and
45 10) to achieve a system of compassionate end of life care for all
46 Massachusetts residents whenever needed.
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1 SECTION 5. Effective Date.
2 This act shall take effect upon passage.






