
SENATE 818
By Mr. Tolman (by request), a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,

No. 818) of Gordon Buck for legislation to provide incentives for
tenants to conserve water. Housing.

In the Year Two Thousand and Five

An Act providing incentives for tenants to conserve water.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 186 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1996
2 Official Edition is hereby amended by inserting after section 15F
3 the following new section:—
4 “Section 15G. The owner of a residential property may install
5 separate water meters to measure the flow of water to each indi-

-6 vidual dwelling unit, provided that said meters are together, either
7 outside the building or in a single room as close to the point
8 where the water enters the building as is practical, unless specific
9 approval to do otherwise is granted by the entity reading the

10 meters. An owner who installs separate meters may include in the
11 provisions of a written lease or part of a tenancy at will agree-
-12 ment, signed after installation of the meter, the requirement that
13 within fifteen days after the receipt of the water/sewer bill from
14 the owner, exactly as it was received by said owner, the tenant
15 shall remit to the owner the full amount of said bill, provided that
16 the tenant has occupied the premises for the full duration of the
17 billing period. If the tenant has occupied the premises for less than
18 the full billing period, the tenant shall pay only that portion
19 agreed upon at the time the lease or tenancy at will agreement was
20 signed. Upon the tenant’s refusal to pay said water/sewer bill, the
21 owner may increase the amount due for each rental period there-
-22 after by the among of the water/sewer bill divided by the number
23 of months in the water/sewer billing period, plus a penalty of two
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24 percent of the current monthly rent. A tenant who refuses to pay
25 this amount shall be subject to the provisions of sections eleven
26 and eleven-A of this chapter.”
27 Except under court order, an owner shall not turn off the water
28 supply to any unit. The penalty of doing so shall be 10,000 dollars
29 per day.
30 An owner who has installed separate water meters to measure
31 the water used in each unit shall not charge the tenant for the
32 water used unless it is so stated in the lease or tenancy at will
33 agreement.
34 It shall be the responsibility of the tenant to notify the owner of
35 any problem in the water system which might cause an increase in
36 water usage. If the owner fails to repair the problem within five
37 working days after notification, the tenant may contract to have
38 the necessary repairs made at the expense of the owner.
39 In case of major breakdown in the water system causing a gen-
-40 uine emergency with potential for water damage, the tenant must
41 shut of the water as soon as the problem is discovered, or said
42 tenant shall be liable for property damage caused by the major
43 water leak. The owner must be immediately notified, and shall
44 start repairs within two hours of notification. Otherwise, if the
45 owner is not immediately available, the tenant may contract to
46 have the necessary repairs made at the expense of the owner.
47 The entities responsible for supplying and billing for the water
48 used shall bill the owner, who shall be solely responsible for pay-
-49 ment thereof.
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