
SENATE 1594
By Mr. Tarr, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 1594) of

Bruce E. Tarr for legislation relative to optometric services. Public
Service.

In the Year Two Thousand and Five.

An Act relative to optometric services.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 32A of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the most recent edition, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 section 17D, the following new section: —

4 Section 17E. The commission shall provide to any active or
5 retired employee of the commonwealth who is insured under the
6 group insurance commission coverage for the expense of eye care
7 services rendered by a registered optometrist; provided, however,
8 that such services are within the lawful scope of practice for an
9 optometrist. Eye care services, as such term appears in the pre-

-10 ceding sentence, shall mean optometric services ordinarily pro-
-11 vided by registered optometrists and physicians as set forth in
12 chapter one hundred and twelve. Notwithstanding any provision
13 of any policy of insurance issued by a company or non-profit hos-
-14 pital or medical service corporation, whenever a policy provides
15 for reimbursement for any eye care services which are within the
16 lawful scope of practice of a duly registered optometrist, reim-
-17 bursement thereunder shall be made to either the registered
18 optometrist or the registered physician of the insured's selection.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 118 E of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the most recent edition, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 section 10A the following section: —

4 Section 108. The division shall provide coverage for the
5 expense of eye care services rendered by a registered optometrist;
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6 provided, however, that such services are within the lawful scope
7 of practice for an optometrist. Eye care services, as such term
8 appears in the preceding sentence, shall mean optometric services
9 ordinarily provided by registered optometrists and physicians as

10 set forth in chapter one hundred and twelve. Whenever the divi-
-11 sion provides for reimbursement for any eye care services which
12 are within the lawful scope of practice of a duly registered
13 optometrist, reimbursement thereunder shall be made to either the
14 registered optometrist or the registered physician of the patient’s
15 selection.

1 SECTION 3. Chapter 175 of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the most recent edition, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 section 47P the following new section:—
4 Section 47Q. Any individual policy of accident and sickness
5 insurance issued pursuant to section one hundred and eight which
6 provides hospital expense and surgical expense insurance and any
7 group blanket or general policy of accident and sickness insurance
8 issued pursuant to section one hundred and ten which provides
9 hospital expense and surgical expense insurance shall provide

10 benefits for the expense of eye care services rendered by a regis-
-11 tered optometrist; provided, however, that such services are within
12 the lawful scope of practice for an optometrist. Eye care services,
13 as such term appears in the preceding sentence, shall mean the
14 optometric services ordinarily provided by registered optometrists
15 and physicians as set forth in chapter one hundred and twelve.

1 SECTION 4. Paragraph D of subdivision 8 of section 108 of
2 chapter 175 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the words “visual services” in the first
4 and second sentences and inserting in place thereof the words:—
5 eye care services.

1 SECTION 5. Subdivision F of section 110 of chapter 175 of the
2 General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out
3 the words “visual services” in the first and second sentences and
4 inserting in place thereof the words:— eye care services.
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1 SECTION 6. Chapter 176 A of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the most recent edition, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 section 8T the following new section:—
4 Section BU. Any contract between a subscriber and the corpora-
-5 tion under an individual or group hospital service plan that shall
6 be delivered, issued or renewed in the commonwealth shall pro-
-7 vide, as benefits to all individual subscribers and members within
8 the commonwealth and to all group members having a principal
9 place of employment within the commonwealth, coverage for the

10 expense of eye care services rendered by a registered optometrist;
11 provided, however, that such services are within the lawful scope
12 of practice for an optometrist. Eye care services, as such term
13 appears in the preceding sentence, shall mean optometric services
14 ordinarily provided by registered optometrists and physicians as
15 set forth in chapter one hundred and twelve. Notwithstanding any
16 provision of any contract, whenever a contract provides for reim-
-17 bursement for any eye care services which are within the lawful
18 scope of practice of a duly registered optometrist, reimbursement
19 thereunder shall be made to either the registered optometrist or the
20 registered physician of the subscriber’s selection.

1 SECTION 7. Chapter 1768 of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the most recent edition, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 section 4R the following new section; —

4 Section 4S. Any subscription certificate under an individual or
5 group medical service agreement that shall be delivered, issued or
6 renewed in the commonwealth shall provide as benefits to all indi-
-7 vidual subscribers and members within the commonwealth and to
8 all group members having a principal place of employment within
9 the commonwealth, coverage for the expense of eye care services

10 rendered by a registered optometrist: provided, however, that such
11 services are within the lawful scope of practice for an optometrist.
12 Eye care services, as such term appears in the preceding sentence,
13 shall mean optometric services ordinarily provided by registered
14 optometrists and physicians as set forth in chapter one hundred
15 and twelve. Notwithstanding any provision of any subscription
16 certificate, whenever a subscription certificate provides for reim-
-17 bursement for any eye care services which are within the lawful
18 scope of practice of a duly registered optometrist, reimbursement



4 (JanuarySENATE —No. 1594

19 thereunder shall be made to either the registered optometrist or the
20 registered physician of the subscriber’s selection.

1 SECTION 8. Chapter 176 G of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the most recent edition, is hereby amended by striking the defi-
-3 nition of “Health services” in section I and inserting in place
4 thereof the following new definition:—
5 “Health services”, at least reasonably comprehensive physician
6 services, on a nondiscriminatory basis, inpatient and outpatient
7 services, emergency health services, optometric services, and may
8 include chiropractic services and podiatric services.

1 SECTION 9. Chapter 176 G of the General Laws, as so
2 appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after section 4J the
3 following new section:—
4 Section 4K Any individual or group health maintenance con-
-5 tracts shall provide coverage for the expense of eye care services
6 rendered by a registered optometrist; provided, however, that such
7 services are within the lawful scope of practice for an optometrist.
8 Eye care services, as such term appears in the preceding sentence,
9 shall mean optometric services ordinarily provided by registered

10 optometrists and physicians as set forth in chapter one hundred
11 and twelve. Notwithstanding any provision of any health mainte-
-12 nance contract, whenever a contract provides for reimbursement
13 for any eye care services which are within the lawful scope of
14 practice of a duly registered optometrist, reimbursement there-
-15 under shall be made to either the registered optometrist or the reg-
-16 istered physician of the subscriber's selection.

1 SECTION 10. Chapter 1761 of the General Laws, as so
2 appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after section 11 the
3 following new section:—
4 Section 12. An organization which offers or administers a
5 health benefit plan under a preferred provider arrangement shall
6 provide coverage for the expense of eye care services rendered by
7 a registered optometrist; provided, however, that such services are
8 within the lawful scope of practice for an optometrist. Eye care
9 services, as such term appears in the preceding sentence, shall

10 mean optometric services ordinarily provided by registered
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11 optometrists and physicians as set forth in chapter one hundred
12 and twelve. Notwithstanding any provision of any health benefit
13 plan, whenever a plan provides for reimbursement for any eye
14 care services which are within the lawful scope of practice of a
15 duly registered optometrist, reimbursement thereunder shall be
16 made to either the registered optometrist or the registered physi-
-17 cian of the covered person’s selection.
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