
SENATE 1690
By Mr. Moore, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 1690) of

Richard T. Moore and Edward G. Connolly for legislation to increase
citizen involvement in matters pertaining to proposition two and one-
half, so-called. Revenue.

In the Year Two Thousand and Five

An Act to increase citizen involvement in matters pertaining to

PROPOSITION TWO AND ONE-HALF, SO-CALLED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, asfollows:

1 Section 21C of Chapter 59 of the General Laws, as most
2 recently appearing in the 2000 Official Edition, is hereby
3 amended, by inserting at the end thereof, the following new sub-
-4 section:
5 (o). Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special
6 law, or municipal charter or local by-law to the contrary, it the
7 local appropriating authority does not seek voter approval either
8 by inability to achieve the required majority vote pursuant to sub-
-9 section (g), or by the inability to achieve the required two-thirds

10 vote pursuant to subsections (e), (h), (i'/z), (j)> (k), or by not taking
11 any action within a reasonable period of time relative to seeking
12 voter approval pursuant to subsections (e), (g), (h), (i'A), (j), or

13 (k); the people, by petition duly signed by ten-percent ot the pop-
-14 ulation of said municipality after certification ot the signatuies by

15 the chief election officer of said city or town, may seek \olei

16 approval in the manner provided in the appropriate subsection in

17 place of any vote by the local appropriating authority, and shall
18 place the relevant question before the voters at the next annual
19 municipal election, state general election, or at a special election
20 called pursuant to this section held on a date set in said voter peti-
-21 tioiv provided, however, that if the question is decided at a special

22 election, the total percent of voter cast in said special election.

JThc Commontotaltb of fHassachusctts



2 (January 2005]SENATE —No. 1690

23 shall not be less than the percentage of votes cast in the comma-
-24 nity for the preceding election for governor. If the percentage of
25 total votes cast in the special election is less than the percentage
26 of votes cast in the preceding election for governor, the results
27 shall not be valid, even if a majority of those voting were to vote,
28 “YES”. No petition for a special election shall be permitted more
29 than once in the same fiscal year for the same question.
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