
SENATE No. 1826
By Ms. Resor, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1826) of

Pamela P. Resor, Susan C. Tucker, Jarrett T. Barrios, Robert A. O’Leary
and other members of the General Court for legislation to promote solar
electric generation. Telecommunications, Utilities and Energy.
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In the Year Two Thousand and Five,

An Act to promote solar electric generation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 164 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding,
2 after section 137, the following section:—
3 Section 138. Net Metering.
4 Section 138. (a) In this section, unless context otherwise
5 requires, the following words shall have the following meanings:
6 “Net metering”, the process of measuring the difference
7 between electricity delivered by an electric distribution company
8 and electricity generated by a solar-net-metering facility and fed
9 back to the distribution company.

10 “Solar-net-metering facility”, a facility for the production of
11 electrical energy that: uses sunlight to generate electricity, has a
12 generating capacity of not more than five hundred (500) kilowatts,
13 is located on or in the vicinity of a customer’s premise, and is
14 intended primarily to offset part or all of that customer’s require-
-15 ments for electricity.
16 (b) A distribution company customer that uses electricity gen-
-17 erated by a solar-net-metering-facility may elect net metering.
18 (i) If the electricity generated by the solar-net-metering facility
19 during a billing period plus any generation credits carried forward

20 from prior billing periods exceeds the customer’s kilowatt-hour
21 usage during the billing period, the customer shall be billed for
22 zero kilowatt-hour usage and the excess generation shall be cred-
-23 ited to the customer’s account for the following billing period.
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24 (ii) If the customer’s kilowatt-hour usage exceeds the electricity
25 generated by the solar-net-metering facility during the billing
26 period plus any generation credits carried forward from prior
27 billing periods, the customer shall be billed for the net kilowatt-
-28 hour usage at the applicable rate.
29 (c) Net metering shall apply to all charges calculated on a kilo-
-30 watt-hour basis, including distribution, transmission, generation,
31 and transition charges.
32 (d) Net metering shall be implemented using a single meter.
33 Where an electro-mechanical meter is employed, the meter shall
34 register the flow of electric power in both directions and shall dis-
-35 play the net flow. Where a digital meter is employed, it shall be
36 programmed to register the net flow as implemented in electro-
-37 mechanical meters, or shall separately register the inward flow to
38 the customer and the outward flow to the distribution company to
39 enable subsequent calculation of the net flow.
40 (e) Distribution companies are prohibited from imposing
41 special fees on net metering customers, such as backup charges, or
42 additional controls or liability insurance as long as the solar-net-
-43 metering facility complies with the applicable interconnection,
44 safety, and power quality standards.
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