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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives;
Pursuant to Article LVI of the Constitution of the Commonwealth,

as amended by Article XC, Section 3 of the Amendments to the
Constitution of the Commonwealth, I am returning to you for amend-
ment Senate Bill No. 2681, “An Act Requiring Automatic External
Defibrillator Devices in Health Clubs.”

This bill requires all health clubs regardless of size to have an
Automatic External Defibrillator device on premises, as well as a
staff member trained to use the device on-site at all times. While the
Governor and I support the goal of this bill, Senate Bill No. 2681 will
impose a substantial burden on a significant number of small busi-
nesses that may not have the resources to absorb the cost of these
devices and the new staffing requirements. Consequently, we believe
that the bill should be narrowed somewhat to apply only to those
businesses that have 15 or more employees.

In addition, Senate Bill No. 2681 makes sweeping changes to the
Commonwealth’s so-called “Good Samaritan” law. We are concerned
that such an important change in public policy has been made during
the Legislature’s informal session, without thorough debate and delib-
erate consideration. In fact, the proposed new section and its interplay
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with other related statutes may have several unintended conse-
quences, including potentially expanding the liability of various med-
ical professionals, such as off-duty emergency medical services
(EMS) responders. We therefore encourage the Legislature to care-
fully review, consider, and debate this aspect of the bill while consid-
ering our proposed amendment.

I therefore propose that the bill be amended as follows:
By striking the words “A health club” in Section 2 and adding in

theirplace: —

Any health club with more than fifteen employees.

Respectfully submitted,
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KERRY HEALEY
Acting Governor.


