
HOUSE No. 2838
By Ms. Graham of Cambridge, petition of Saundra Graham, Michael

W. Morrissey, Thomas P. White and Emanuel G. Serra for legislation
to clarify the replacement housing and relocation assistance require-
ments relating to the sale of certain public housing developments.
Urban Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-One

An Act clarifying the replacement housing and relocation

assistance requirements relating to the sale of certain pub-

lic housing developments.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this Act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to clarify the replacement housing and
3 relocation assistance requirements relating to the sale of certain
4 public housing developments under Chapter 884 of the Acts of
5 1973, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
6 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public conven-
7 ience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in GeneraI
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Clause (k) of section 26 of Chapter 121 B of the
2 General Laws, added by section 1 of Chapter 884 of the Acts of
3 1973, is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the follow-
4 ing: — Provided, further, that no such project shall be undertaken
5 unless:
6 1) the existing housing units are replaced in the new project by
7 at least the same number of permanent housing units for low
8 income persons and families, such replacement housing to include
9 at least the same number of bedrooms as the existing housing units

10 and to include units of sufficient size to house the occupants of the
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11 existing units; provided further, that if this requirement cannot
12 feasibly be achieved on the land where the existing project is
13 situated, it shall be achieved by acquiring ownership of ordevelop-
14 ing within the jurisdiction of the housing authority the required
15 number of appropriate-sized additional permanent replacement
16 units for low income persons or families;
17 2) all occupants of the existing housing at the onset of the
18 planning for the proposed project shall have the right of and first
19 preference for occupancy in the new or rehabilitated housing, such
20 occupancy to be at low income rent if the occupant is financially
21 eligible; provided, further, that if the low income occupants of the
22 existing housing exceed the capacity of the units for low income
23 persons or families in the new development, this requirement shall
24 be satisfied by occupancy in the low income replacement units
25 acquired or developed pursuant to clause (1) immediately above;
26 3) all occupants of the existing housing at the onset of the
27 planning for the proposed project are provided full relocation
28 assistance including, but not limited to, the full actual cost of
29 moving plus relocation assistance described in section seven of
30 chapter seventy-nine A or in other applicable law;
3 I 4) the occupants are, at the onset of the planning for the pro-
32 posed project, provided funds for technical assistance, chosen by
33 and responsible to the occupants, sufficient to assist the occupants
34 to analyze project proposals, explore alternative proposals, and
35 make informed decisions regarding the proposals; and
36 5) the occupants concur in the project proposal and in the
37 selection of the developer, provided that if the occupants’concur-
38 rence is withheld unreasonably and the occupants or their repre-
39 sentatives are provided 30 days’ written notice, the proposals may
40 be approved or the developer selected without the occupants’
41 concurrence.

1 SECTION 2. Section 44A of chapter 121 B of the GeneralLaws,
2 added by section 3 of Chapter 884 of the Acts of 1973, is hereby
3 amended by deleting in the last sentence the clause that begins with
4 the words “except” and inserting in place thereof the words: —

5 except that all displaced occupants of the low rent housing projects
6 so demolished, cleared, sold or otherwise disposed of, shall have
7 the right of and first preference for occupancy.
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1 SECTION 3. The provisions of this Act shah not apply to
2 projects of demolition, sale, or other disposition completed prior
3 to December 15, 1980.




