
HOUSE No. 3075
By Mr. Vigneau of Burlington, petition of the Metropolitan Area

Planning Council, Robert A. Vigneau and Barbara E. Gray relative to
the membership of said council. Local Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-One

An Act relative to the metropolitan area planning council.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 24 of Chapter 40B of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking the first paragraph and by adding the
3 following two paragraphs:
4 "There shall be a metropolitan area planning council, in this
5 section and in sections twenty-five to twenty-nine inclusive, called
6 the council. Said council shall consist of: the following chief elected
7 officers from each city and town in the metropolitan area planning
8 district: the mayor, and in the case of a town, the chairman of the
9 board of selectmen; twenty-one persons to be appointed by the

10 governor of which there shall be sufficient representation of minor-
11 ity and low-income groups so as to substantially represent their
12 viewpoints in the area to be served by the council; and the following
13 officers or their respective designees who shall be members ex
14 officiis: — the chairman of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation
15 Authority, the chairman of the Massachusetts Port Authority, the
16 chairman of the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority, the commis-
17 sioner of public safety, the commissioner of the metropolitan
18 district commission, the commissioner of public works, the com-
19 missioner of commerce and development, the secretary of com-
20 munities and development, the commissioer of environmental
21 management, the commissioner of environmental quality engi-
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22 neering, the chairman of the Boston Redevelopment Authority,
23 the commissioner of public works of the city of Boston, and the
24 executive director of the Boston Water and Sewer Commission.
25 "The chief elected municipal officer may, by writing filed with
26 the council, appoint a designee to act on council matters in the chief
27 elected officer's absence. Said designee shall be appointed for a
28 three year term, but appointment of a designee shall not preclude
29 the chief elected officer from personally participating and voting
30 on council matters; provided, however, that election to the execu-
31 tive committee, as described in Section 28, is deemed to be the
32 election of an individual, either the chief elected officer or the
33 designee, and the other may not vote in executive committee
34 matters."

1 SECTION 2. Section 25 of Chapter 40B of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by deleting the second sentence in the first para-
3 graph and by adding in its place the following sentence:
4 "Election of said officers shall be held annually in the month of
5 May, and the officers elected shall commence their terms on the
6 fourth Wednesday of May.".

1 SECTION 3. Section 25 of Chapter 40B of the General Laws is
2 hereby further amended by adding the following paragraph after
3 the third paragraph:
4 "Council members from cities and towns or their designees, if
5 appointed, shall present annual written reports to their respective
6 city and town governments or appointing authority, with a copy to
7 the council. Said report shall include, but not be limited to, a
8 general statement of council activities during the year, a specific
9 description of council activities affecting the respective city or

10 town, and a description of the member's or designee's council-
1 1 related activities."

1 SECTION 4. Section 28 of Chaptei 40B of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by deleting the third and fourth sentences from
3 the first paragraph of said section and by adding in place thereof:
4 "In addition, the immediate past president, if a council member,
5 shall serve on the executive committee with full voting rights. Each
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6 member of the committee shall serve for a term of one year or until
7 a successor has been duly qualified, except for the immediate past
8 president, who shall serve so long as he shall remain a council
9 member."

1 SECTION 5. This act shall take effect immediately upon its
2 enactment.
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