
HOUSE No. 3098
By Mr. Greenhalgh of Harwich, petition of Haden G. Greenhalgh

relative to the towing of motor vehicles which are parked on ways
under the control of municipalities. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-One

An Act providing for the towing of motor vehicles which are
parked on ways undeer the control ofa municipality so asto
impede the passage of emergency vehicles.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
2 its purpose which is to provide for the towing of motor vehicles on
3 ways under the control of a municipality so as to impede the
4 passage of emergency vehicles, therefore it is declared to be an
5 emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
6 public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
1 The first paragraph of section 22D of chapter 40 of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 438 of the acts of 1971,
3 is hereby further amended by striking out the first sentence and
4 inserting in place thereof the following sentence: —

In a city or town which accepts this section, as hereinafter
6 provided, the city council or board of selectmen or if, in any city or
7 town, some other board or commission is empowered to establish
8 traffic regulations, such other board or commission, may adopt,
9 amend, alter or repeal rules and regulations, with such limitations,

10 if any, as may be deemed proper, authorizing the chief officer of the
1 1 police department or such sergeants or other officers of higher rank
12 in the police department as he may from time to time designate, to
13 remove to some convenient place through the agency ofa person or
14 persons in the employ of the police department or by an independ-

QCTje Commontoealtf) of fna££ad)a*ttt£



2 [January 1981]HOUSE - No. 3098

15 ent contractor selected in accordance with law, by-law or ordi-
16 nance, on the basis of competitive bids, any vehicle parked or
17 standing on any part of any way under the control of the munici-
18 pality in such a manner as to impede in any way the passage offire
19 department apparatus while going to a fire or responding to an
20 alarm or of police patrol vehicles or ambulances or of ambulances
21 on call for the purpose of hospitalizing a sick or injured person or
22 the removal or plowing of snow or ice or in violation ofany rule or
23 regulation which prohibits the parking or standing of all vehicles
24 on such ways or portions thereof at such time and recites that
25 whoever violates it shall be liable to charges for the removal and
26 storage of the vehicles as well as subject to punishment by fine.
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