
HOUSE No. 209
Bill accompanying the petition of Joseph E. Lamoureux and others

for further legislation relative to military drill in public schools.
Education. January 14.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows

1 Section 1. Section thirty-four of chapter forty-two
2 of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by striking out

the last sentence in said section and substituting the fol
4 lowing: —no pupil shall be required to take part in any
5 military exercise if his parent or guardian is of the reli-
-6 gious denominations of Quakers or Shakers or any other

religions denomination conscientiously opposed to hearin
8 arms, and said parent or guardian is himself conscien
9 tiously scrupulous of bearing arms, and so notifies th<

10 school committee in writing; or if a physician of good
11 standing shall certify in writing that in his opinion such
12 exercise would be injurious to the pupil’s health, so as
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14 shall direct what books shall be used in the public schools,
15 and shall prescribe, as far as is practicable, a course of
16 studies and exercises to be pursued therein. Such exer-
-17 cises may, at the discretion of the committee, include cal-
-18 isthenics, gymnastics and military drill; but no special
19 instructors shall be employed therefor except by a two-
-20 thirds vote of the committee. Ro pupil shall he required
21 to take part in any military exercise if his parent or
22 guardian is of the religious denominations of Quakers
23 or Shakers or any other religious denomination conscien-
-24 tiously opposed to bearing arms, and said parent or guar-
-25 dian is himself conscientiously scrupulous of hearing
26 arms, and so notifies the school committee in writing; or
27 if a physician of good standing shall certify in writing
28 that in his opinion such exercise would he injurious to
29 the pupil’s health.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

13 to read as follows: Section 3J+. The school committee


