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the General Court of Massachu
I have the honor to transmit to the Legislature the report
the State Board of Health required under resolve 72 of the

and Resolves of 1909

MARK W. RICHARDSOK,

€l)c Commontoealti) of o^assacinisms.

of the State Board of Health
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Bo House;e of the
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To the Honorable Senate and //<

monwealth of Massachusett
of Representatives of the CUS

General Court assembled.

On May 3, 1909, the following
ment of rabies was approved 1
Draper:

resolve relative to the treat-
His Excellency Governor

eves of 1909.

Resolve relative to the Treatment of Rabies
health shall cause suitable pro-

of rabies in man by appropriate
:t general court, on or before the
ise and advisability of preparing
the state board of health. [Ap-

Resolved, That the state board of
vision to be made for the treatment
remedies, and shall report to the nev
tenth day of January, as to the expei
these remedies under the direction of

i Mau

In reply to the question submitted, the State Board of
Health has the honor to submit the following

Since 1904rabies has been unusually prevalent in the Com-
monwealth, as will be seen when it is stated that whereas in
1904 there was no case of rabies in animals, in either dogs,
cattle, horses, pigs, cats or goats, in 1905 there were 103

cases; in 1906, 337 cases; in 1907, 778 cases; in 190
cases; and in 1909, up to December 1, 168 ca

As to the number of human beings bitten by rabid animal
there were, in 1905, 12 cases; in 1906, 101 eases; in 1907,
184 cases; in 1908, 134 cases; and in 1909, up to October
27, 77 cases. During the period 1905 to 1909, inclusive, 19
human beings died of rabies

It is, therefore, apparent that the disease in the present
epidemic reached its maximum in 1907, and is now on the
lecrease.

As regards methods pursued in the treatment of those in-
fected with rabies, a large percentage of cases have been
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treated either at the State Almshouse at Tewksbury, at the
Boston City Hospital or at the Pasteur Institute in New
Tork. For instance, in 1906, 60 cases; in 1907, 78 cases;
in 1908, 69 cases; and in 1909, 39 cases were treated at these

i were treated, in most instances,
lalth. The inoculation material
een secured from the New York
expense has been $2O per case,
dilute in New York is consider-

institutions. The other cases
by agents of local boards of hi
for use within the State has 1
City Board of Health. The
Treatment at the Pasteur Ins
ably more expensive.

If the matter of supplying inoculation material and treat-
ment to citizens of the Commonwealth were placed under the
direction of the State Board of Health, one of three different
plans might be pursued:

1. The inoculation material might be manufactured, di
tributed and applied by agents of the Board;

2. The inoculation material might he purchased from the
New York City Board of Health and applied by agents of
this Board; or

3. The inoculation material might he procured free of
barge from the Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service

in Washington, and applied by regular agents of this Board
under its supervision.

Inquiry reveals the fact that to manufacture, distribute and
apply rabies virus by the Board would cost at least $5,000 a
year. If the material were purchased, the cost would vary
manifestly with the number of cases.

In view of the fact that the Public Health and Marine-
Hospital Service is prepared to furnish, for the present at
least, rabies virus to State hoards of health under satisfactory
conditions and free of expense, the best method of solving this
problem through the State Board of Health would seem to he
to secure from the Public Health and Marine-Hospital Ser-
vice such virus as is necessary, and have it distributed and
applied by special agents under the direction of the Board.
Under this arrangement the annual expense should not he
more than $2,000 per year, except in the presence of a marked
pidemic




