
HOUSE 461

Bill accompanying the petition of Thomas P. Riley for legislation
render effective the constitutional right of the people to give in-
■uctious to their representatives. Election Laws. January 21.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ten.

AN ACT
To provide for submitting to the Voters on Official Ballots

Questions of Public Policy.

Be it enacted by the Senat and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as foil

1 Section 1. On an application signed by twelve hun-
-2 dred voters in any senatorial district, or bv two hundred
3 voters in any representative district, asking for the sub-
•l mission to the voters of that senatorial or representative
5 district of any question of instructions to the senator or
6 representatives from that district, and stating the sub-
-7 stance thereof, the secretary of the commonwealth shall
8 determine if such question is one of public policy, and if
9 he shall so determine shall draft it in such simple, unequiv-

-10 ocal, and adequate form as he shall deem best suited for

Cljc Commontoealti) of Q^assaclnisms.
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presentation upon the ballot. Upon the fulfilment of the
requirements of this act the secretary shall place such
question on the official ballot to be used in that senatorial
or representative district at the next state election.

Section 2. Signers of applications shall append to
their signatures their residence, with street and number, if
any, and shall be certified as registered voters by the
proper registrars of voters. All provisions of law relating
to nomination papers shall, as far as they may be perti-
nent, apply to such applications.

Section 3. Applications shall be filed with the secre-
tary of the commonwealth not less than sixty days before
the election at which the questions are to be submitted.
Not more than two questions under this act shall be placed
upon the ballot at one election, and they shall be submitted
in the order in which the applications shall be filed. No
question negatived, and no question substantially the same
shall be submitted again in less than three years.

Section 4. No vote under the provisions of this act
Ball be regarded as an instruction under article nineteen
ii the bill of rights of the constitution of the common-

wealth unless it receive a majority of all the ballots cast
at that election.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage


