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Bill accompanying the petition of William P. White, mayor, for
legislation to provide for the construction of a new bridge across the
Merrimae river in the city of Lawrence. Roads and Bridges. Jan-
uary 24.

AN ACT
To provide for the Construction of a New Bridge over the

Merrimac River in the City of Lawrence.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows:
1 Section 1. The county commissioners of the county
2 of Essex are hereby authorized and directed, subject to

the provisions of all general laws which may be applicahl
4 to construct a new bridge
5 the Merrimae River in th

with suitable approaches, over
city of Lawrence at a point to

6 be selected by said commi mers, which point, howevc
hall he east of the presen bridge in Lawrence known

8 the Duck bridge. Such bridge shall be of such width,
9 grade, material and construction as said county commis-

-10 sioners, with the approval of the board of harbor and land

Cftc Commontoealtb of cpaosaftnisctts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ten.
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1 commissioners, shall deem reasonably necessary and
2 proper,

1 Section 2. The cost and expenses incurred hereunder
2 shall in the first instance he paid by the county of Essex;
3 and the county commissioners of said county are hereby
4 authorized and directed to borrow on the credit of the
5 county such sums of money as may from time to time be
6 required for such cost and expenses. All moneys so bor-
-7 rowed shall be deposited in the county treasury, and the
8 treasurer of the county shall pay out the same as ordered
9 by said county commissioners, and shall keep a separate

10 and accurate account of all sums borrowed and expended,
11 including interest.

1 Section 3. Upon the completion of said bridge and
2 approaches said county commissioners shall file in the
3 office of the clerk of courts for the county of Essex a de-
-1 tailed statement, certified under their hands, of the actual
5 cost of said bridge and approaches; and within three
6 months after the filing of such statement, they shall, after
7 such notice as they may deem proper, and a hearing, assess
8 and apportion upon said county such part of the expense of
9 constructing said bridge and approaches as they may deem

10 just, and shall assess and apportion the remainder of said
11 expense upon the cities, or cities and towns, determined by
12 them to be specially benefited by said bridge, in such pro-
-13 portions as they may determine: provided, however, that
14 not more than forty per cent of the said expense shall be
15 assessed upon the county of Essex. Said commissioners
16 shall make and file in the office of the clerk of courts of
17 said county a report of-such apportionment, and the clerk
18 shall transmit a true and attested copy thereof to the
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19 mayor of the cities and the selectmen of the tows men-
-20 tioned therein; and each of said cities and towns shall pay
21 its proportion of said expense, determined as aforesaid,
22 into the treasury of the county of Essex, in such manner
23 and in such instalments as the said commissioners may
21 direct; and if any city or town shall neglect or refuse to
25 pay its proportion required as aforesaid the said commis-
-26 sioners shall, after notice to such city or town, issue a war-
-27 rant against the city or town for its proportion, determined
28 as aforesaid, with interest and the costs of the notice and
29 warrant, and the same shall be collected and paid into the
30 treasury of said county to be applied in payment of the
31 expense aforesaid.

1 Section 4. The said county commissioners are an
2 thorized to take or purchase the lands, rights or easement:
3 which may be required to carry out the purposes of this
4 act; but in order to take otherwise than by purchase they
5 shall first record in the registry of deeds for the northern
6 district of the county of Essex a statement containing a
7 description of the lands or rights taken, and shall file a
8 plan of the same in said registry. They shall award such
9 damages to persons interested in the premises or rights

10 taken as are assessed in the case of lands taken for high-
-11 ways; and any person aggrieved thereby may proceed in
12 the same manner as in the case of land taken for highway
13 purposes, within one year after the filing of said state-
-14 ment; but in no event shall interest be recovered against

15 the county for more than four per cent per annum.

1 Section 5. The cost of the maintenance and opera-
-2 tion of said bridge and approaches, after the completion of
3 the same, shall be borne and paid by said county, and by
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such city, or by such cities and towns therein, as the county
commissioners of said county may determine, after notice
and hearing as herein provided.

street railway is granted a
it shall pay into the treasury
the expense of constructing
thereto, a sum amounting to
the said expense, and shall

Section 6. In case an;
location upon the said bridge

aid county, as its part

the bridge and the approache
not less than ten per cent c
also enter into an agreement with the county commission-
ers of said county to keep that part of the roadway on said
bridge lying between the tracks of the company and eigh-
teen inches outside thereof on both sides of the track, in
repair and safe for public travel; and no location shall be
granted upon said bridge except upon the foregoing con-
ditions.

Section 7. bio member of the board of county com-

missioners shall be disqualified from serving under this
act by reason of his residence in any city within the limits
of which any part of said bridge or its approaches may lie,
any provision of section twenty of chapter twenty of the
Revised Laws to the contrary notwithstanding.

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


