
HOUSE No. 848

Bill accompanying the petition of Clement R. Lamson for legisla-
tion to conserve the rights of the public in relation to the operation of
certain motor vehicles for hire. Roads and Bridges. January 25.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ten.

AN ACT
To conserve the Rights of the Public in Relation to

the Operation of Certain Motor Vehicles for Hire.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Every owner of any motor vehicle,
2 having a seating capacity for ten or more pas-
-3 sengers, operated for the carriage of passengers,
4 for hire, in any city or town in the commonwealth,
5 shall annually, on or before the first day of May
6 of each year, make a written return under oath to
7 the Massachusetts highway commission, stating the
8 weight and seating capacity of such motor vehicle,
9 and a duplicate of such return shall be filed with

10 the tax commissioner.

1 Section 2. No owner of any such motor vehicle
2 shall operate the same or permit the same to be
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operated for the carriage of passengers until such
4 owner shall have deposited with said highway com-
5 mission a bond with surety or sureties, satisfactory

6 to said highway commission, in the amount to be
7 obtained by multiplying five thousand dollars by
8 the number of persons for whom there is seating
9 capacity in such motor vehicle, said bond to be in

10 such form as such highway commission shall pre-
-11 scribe for the purpose of providing security for
12 damages which may be recoverable by any pas-
-13 senger of such motor vehicle against the owner
14 thereof or the person operating the same.

1 Section 3. On or before the first day of May of
2 each year every owner of such a motor vehicle
3 shall pay a tax thereon to the commonwealth in the
4 amount of ten dollars for every one hundred
5 pounds of weight of such motor vehicle in excess
6 of four thousand five hundred pounds, which tax
7 shall be for the use of and shall be expended by
8 said highway commission as is provided for the
9 expenditure of moneys by section thirty of chapter

10 five hundred and thirty-four of the acts of the year
11 nineteen hundred and nine.

1 Section 4. Evexy such motor vehicle shall be
2 equipped with a brake or brakes, adequate for the

management of such motor vehicle when the same
4 is loaded to its fullest capacity, and the tires and
5 other equipment shall be at all times in such con-
-6 dition as not unreasonably to wear or tear the high-
-7 ways. The said highway commission shall have
8 jurisdiction to see that the provisions of this section
9 are complied with.


