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Boston, Mass., Jan. 19, 1910.
To the General Court ofMassachusetts.

I have the honor to transmit to the Legislature the report
of the Board appointed under the provisions of chapter 485
of the Acts of the }

rear 1907, entitled “ An Act relative to
the construction of sewerage works within the watershed of
the Charles River basin bj the city of Boston.”

Respectfully

Secretary.

Ct)e CommonUicaltJ) of 00a$0ad)usctt$.

X. H. GOODNOUGH,



BOSTON SEWERAGE WORKS. [Jan.9

The Board designated and appointed by chapter 485 of
the Acts of the year 1907, entitled “ An Act relative to the
construction of sewerage works within the watershed of the
Charles River Basin by the city of Boston,” presents here-
with its report for the year 1909.

Repokt

During the year 207 plans were submitted for theapproval
of the Board, of which 181 were approved. Of the 181
plans approved, 72 were for sanitary sewers, 56 for surface
drains, 34 for both sanitary sewers and surface drains, and
the remainder for catch basins and miscellaneous structures.

The most important work done during the year was the
completion of the old Stony Brook channel between the
Back Bay Fens and Elmwood Street, Roxbury. The recon-
struction of this channel, which forms the main drain of the
northerly portion of the Roxbury district, was begun in
1908, and its completion replaces one of the most objec-
tionable of the older drains of the city, the wretched condi-
tion of which has been described in the reports of the street
department from time to time for many years.

In connection with the reconstruction of this channel
unitary sewers were built in its neighborhood to intercept

the sewage from sewers and buildings along its course, some
of which had evidently been connected directly with the old
channel. The great value of this work, however, is that it
provides a main drain for surface water from a large section
of the city. The sewers of this district are at the present
time for the most part constructed upon the combined plan,
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and receive both sewage and storm water; and it will still
be necessary for some time' in the future to use the new
channel for the removal of the excess of flow in the com-
bined sewers of this region to the marginal conduit and the
Charles River basin in times of rain ; but as the separation
of the sewerage system in this district is extended, the quan-
tity of sewage finding an outlet into this channel at times,
and thence into the Charles River basin, will diminish. An
examination made in dry weather during the past year indi-
cates that the channel is not now used as an outlet for sewage
in dry weather.

In addition to the completion of this sewer, plans have
been prepared for the separation of the sewage from the
storm water in the portion of this district in the neighbor-
hood of Whittier, Hampshire, Simmons, Hamont, Linden
Park and Vernon streets, and the work of providing separate
channels for sewage and storm water in this section has been
nearly completed. The roof-leaders which convey rain
water from some of the buildings have not been removed
from the sanitary sewers to the surface drains.

“The Commissioners Channel of Stony Brook,” so called,
was completed last year to a point a short distance south of
Lotus Place, near Washington Street. During the past
year a section 1,300 feet in length, extending to Morton
Street, Forest Hills, has been under construction, but had
not been completed at the end of the year. Considerable
work has also been done in extending some of the main and
smaller tributaries of Stony Brook in Roslindale, and a large
amount of work has been done on the Canterbury branch of
this brook. Short extensions have also been made to the
surface drainage system in Brighton.

The most important work done in the construction of
sanitary sewers during the year 1909 has been the comple-
tion of the extension of the Talbot Avenue high-level sewer
between Franklin Field and Bernard Street. In connec-
tion with this work the separation of the sewage from the
storm water has already been effected to a large extent in a
considerable area in this region. A part of the sewage for-
merly discharged into the Dorchester intercepting sewer is




