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Improvements Project JANUARY 2017 

ABOUT THE PROJECT 

The Route 79/Braga Bridge Improvements  
Project provides major upgrades to Route  
79/138 and the interchange with I-195.  
MassDOT rebuilt numerous ramps, constructed  
a new surface roadway, and improved local  
connections to the waterfront and the Interstate.  
The Project enhanced safety, access, and  
aesthetics by removing the elevated Route 79  
viaduct that was a barrier between the City and  
its waterfront. MassDOT replaced the viaduct  
with a new surface roadway that combines  
Route 79/138 and Davol Street. 

The nine “spaghetti ramps” connecting Route  
79/138 and I-195 were removed and two new  
roadways now link the waterfront and I-195:  
Water Street Connector (to be renamed by  
the City of Fall River) and Milliken Connector.  
MassDOT enhanced pedestrian and bicycle  
safety with the addition of three signalized  
intersections on Route 79/138, wider sidewalks,  
bike lanes, and shared-use paths.  The Project  
also included structural steel and concrete  
deck repairs, cleaning, and painting sections of  
the Braga Bridge, which carries I-195 over the  
Taunton River between Fall River and Somerset. 

Route 79/Braga Bridge Project  
Improves Connections for Residents 
and the Region 

On October 14, 2016, the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation (MassDOT) announced the Substantial 
Completion of the Route 79/Braga Bridge Improvements 
Project with the opening of all three lanes of travel on I-195 
eastbound and westbound on the Braga Bridge.  This major 
milestone was reached 200 days ahead of schedule. Full 
Beneficial Use on the Route 79/138 component was  
completed on July 7, 2016, with all modes of travel in their 
final configuration. Overall, the Project was completed 
ahead of schedule and on budget, a significant feat for such 
a complex construction project. 

MassDOT developed the Project with input and support 
from residents, business owners, and City officials who 
wanted to reconnect Fall River to its historic waterfront, 
which had been hidden behind the steel ramps and  
elevated roadway since the 1960’s.  The condition of the  
infrastructure, and the opportunity to improve multimodal 
access and enhance economic development, made the 
Route 79/Braga Bridge Improvements Project an  
excellent candidate for the State’s Accelerated Bridge  
Program (ABP). 

Fall River’s Waterfront was on the verge of a renaissance.  
MassDOT coordinated closely with the City to ensure the 
final design helped the community realize its goals of a  
vibrant public space supporting tourism, arts, recreation, 
and local businesses.  
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Before photo of the old Route 79 viaduct and ramps, commonly 
known as the “spaghetti ramps,” which were in disrepair, hindered 
the flow of traffic through Fall River and the Waterfront District, and 
blocked views of the waterfront. 

Before... 

The Route 79/138 and I-195 Interchange and the Braga 
Bridge were opened in 1965, transforming access through 
and into Fall River.  When built, Route 79/138 consisted of 
an elevated two-level viaduct including 111 spans  
stretching 8,700 feet. Locally, the viaduct and interchange 
and its complex set of 11 bridges came to be known as 
the “spaghetti ramps.”  

The Charles M. Braga Jr. Memorial Bridge, carrying I-195 
east and westbound traffic across the Taunton River, is 
5,780 feet long and consists of more than 26 spans.  The 
Braga Bridge changed the face and structure of the City 
with the relocation of City Hall and the rerouting of the 
Quequechan River and its falls into tunnels.  

Over the years, the Route 79/138 concrete bridge decks, 
steel superstructures, and steel and concrete  
substructures of the viaducts and ramps deteriorated and 
corroded significantly to the point of requiring on-going 
emergency repairs. Since 1999, about 94% of the  
structural steel superstructure was rated as  
structurally deficient. For the past couple of decades, the 
Braga Bridge had been in a constant state of repair with 
various smaller projects addressing the bridge’s concrete 
deck, steel floor beams, and painted truss.  

During... 

On June 19, 2013, the MassDOT Board of Directors 
approved the award of a $197 million design/build (D/B) 
contract to the joint venture, Barletta Heavy/O&G, to 
complete the Route 79/Braga Bridge Improvements 

Project.  The design team was led by Vanasse Hangen 
Brustlin, Inc (VHB).  The interchange improvement is 
one of the five largest projects of the ABP, a $3 billion 
effort to reduce the number of structurally deficient 
bridges in Massachusetts. As a D/B project, the final 
design elements were completed in packages, allowing 
construction to begin on critical elements of the project 
sooner. 

Major construction began in Fall 2013, after the first 
public kick-off meeting. Construction for the Route 79/I-
195 portion of the Project took place in two phases;  
(1) demolition and reconstruction of Route 79/138 in 
Phase 1 (Fall 2013 to Fall 2015); and (2) demolition and 
reconstruction of the I-195 ramps in Phase 2 (Fall 2015 
to Fall 2016).  Work on the Braga Bridge, including repairs 
and painting, took place throughout both phases. 

MassDOT and the project team made it a priority to 
maintain access within the Project corridor through 
appropriate vehicle, pedestrian, and bicycle traffic 
management.  The agency coordinated these plans 
with the community during a comprehensive public 
involvement program in preliminary and final design.  
MassDOT paid particular attention to preserving access 
and traffic flow to local businesses and tourism and arts 
attractions. 

After...  

MassDOT’s use of Accelerated Bridge Construction  
techniques that incorporate innovative approaches helped  
reduce impacts and costs by shortening project duration.  
This allowed MassDOT to reach Full Beneficial Use (all  
modes of travel are in their final configurations) for the  
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The new Route 79 roadway and ramps offer an improved flow for traffic 
heading to Downtown and I-195 Interchange, as well as improving the 
view towards the Waterfront District, which was obstructed by the old 
two-level viaduct. 
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New “Welcome to Fall River” sign at the entrance to the Waterfront District made 
with reclaimed granite blocks from the project area. 

Route 79/I-195 Interchange 76 days early and reach  
Substantial Completion for the entire project 200 days  
ahead of schedule.  

The Route 79/I-195 Interchange was completely  
reconstructed with mostly at-grade roadways, new  
connector roads – Water Street Connector and Milliken  
Connector – and replacement of local bridges – Anawa
Street Bridge and Davol Street Bridge. New signalized  
intersections were also incorporated to improve traffic  
flow.  The Braga Bridge underwent various upgrades,  
including cleaning and repainting, repairs to the concrete
piers, replaced bridge deck joints, restored concrete  
decking using latex modified concrete, and structural  
steel repairs.  The Project also improved the overall  
aesthetics of the area with the removal of the massive  
“spaghetti ramps” and the construction of a Waterfront  
District Plaza and linear park.  

The revitalization and reconnection of the Waterfront  
District is one of the most significant components  
of the work.  The Project allows multimodal traffic to  
flow into and through the once isolated waterfront  
and its vibrant attractions, such as the Gates of the  
City, Battleship Cove, Community Boating, Heritage  
State Park, and Narrows Center for the Arts. A new  
“Welcome to Fall River” sign constructed of granite  
blocks salvaged from the project area now greets  
visitors. Across the road is the new Waterfront District  
Plaza. Salvaged granite benches, new landscaping,  
ornamental lighting and fences, and bicycle racks  
grace an open concept structure with space for  
public art.  Wider sidewalks, dedicated six-foot bike  
lanes, shared-use paths, and three new signalized  
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intersections on Route 79/138 were added to make  
the area safer and more welcoming to pedestrians  
and bicyclists. All of these elements draw visitors and  
community members to this community treasure. 

The Project outcomes are: 
• Improved roadway system that better connects
people to I-195, Route 79 /138, the Fall River
Downtown, and the Waterfront District

• Enhanced area aesthetics

• Advanced multimodal access to new and existing
paths and better safety for bicyclists and pedestrians

• Reduced life-cycle maintenance needs and costs

• Preservation and improvement of cultural landmarks
and access to them, such as the Gates of the City
Battleship Cove, Community Boating, and Heritage
State Park

• Greening of former hardscapes (concrete or asphalt
surfaces) and repurposing of salvaged materials
for public use, such as reclaimed granite blocks for
seating and signage
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One of the new shared-use paths along Milliken Boulevard creates a safe and 
accessible multimodal route within the project area. 
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Project Milestones 
• Contract awarded to Barletta Heavy/O&G – June 2013
• Preliminary work began (borings, soil testing, etc.) –
September 2013

• Major construction and demolition began – November
2013 

• New Milliken Connector opened – Winter 2013
• Demolition of Route 79 North and South elevated

viaduct completed – August 2014

• New Water Street Connector opened – December
2014 

• Davol Street Bridge between Central Street and
Anawan/Pocasset Street opened – July 2015

• Anawan Street Bridge opened – Fall 2015

• Demolition of all elevated bridges (on-ramps to I-195)
completed – Fall 2015

• Full Beneficial Use for the Route 79/I-195 interchange
portion of the project reached ahead of schedule –
July 7, 2016

• Substantial Completion of the entire project, including
the Braga Bridge, reached ahead of schedule –
October 14, 2016

Accelerated Bridge Methods 

MassDOT and the design/ 
build team used several 
Accelerated Bridge 
Construction techniques and 

alternative technical concepts (ATCs) to complete 
the project quickly and efficiently, saving costs and 
minimizing impacts to the communities. Some of 
these approaches included using: 

• Precast concrete elements on bridges and
structures;  

• Prefabricated elements on some ramps; and

• Shorter ramp spans that require less excavation,
fewer and shallower substructure elements
and other measures that reduce long-term
maintenance costs.

Stay connected to MassDOT for transportation news and 
updates! 

www.mass.gov/massdot 

blog.mass.gov/transportation/ 

www.twitter.com/massdot 

www.facebook.com/massdotinfo 

To learn more about the project, visit the website at: 
www.mass.gov/massdot/route79project 
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