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Dear District Leaders, Educators, and Community Stakeholders: 

As you know, Massachusetts has embarked on an ambitious effort to upgrade its statewide 
assessment program to better prepare all students for 21st century work and life.  
 
Teams of K–12 teachers, higher education faculty, Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education staff, and others with expertise in curriculum, instruction, and assessment are working 
to build the new assessment system, review the English language arts and mathematics learning 
standards, and develop revised standards for history and social science. 
 
The Department’s goal is to administer the next-generation MCAS in spring 2017. You can view 
the development process and timeline online.   
 
This monthly update is designed to keep you abreast of the latest progress of this new initiative. 
Please share this email with your professional networks.  
 

2016 PARCC and MCAS Administration 

 

  
█ The spring 2016 test administration is now complete, with over 70 percent of grades 3–8 

students taking PARCC. Statewide, about 240,000 students successfully completed computer-
based PARCC tests, with the rest taking PARCC and MCAS paper and pencil tests. 

 
 Standards Review Panels 
  

█ The English Language Arts and Mathematics Standards Review Panel met for the third time 
on June 3, 2016, to incorporate feedback from over 400 comments received via the 
Department’s online survey. Interested in giving feedback? The survey will be open through 
the end of June. The review panel will meet again in July to finalize its recommendations. On a 
related note, over 150 K–12 educators and higher education faculty applied to participate in 
the History and Social Science standards revision process. We are narrowing the team down 
to 40 panel members and planning a series of five meetings that will commence in October. A 
public comment form will be online by the end of July. In addition to revising the standards, the 
panel will also propose options for the history and social science assessment. 

 
 Active Next-Generation MCAS Workgroups and Committees 
  

█ Board Oversight. The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education established an 
assessment oversight committee, which meets approximately every month. The next meeting 
is scheduled for July 18, from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm, at the Department. All meetings are open 
to the public. The committee receives updates on workgroup recommendations, the 
procurement process, test administration, and other relevant topics. 

 
█ Communications Workgroup. This workgroup includes key Department staff and invited 

representatives from the major state education associations, including the Massachusetts 
Parent Teacher Association, the American Federation of Teachers, the Massachusetts 
Teachers Association, the Massachusetts Association of School Committees, the 
Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents, principal associations, and other 
groups. The purpose of the committee is to ensure that administrators, teachers, and 
parents/guardians are fully informed about the project as it moves through the planning and 
implementation stages. 
 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/nextgen/timeline.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21379
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21379
http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/standardsreview/ela-math.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/nextgen/feedback.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/standardsreview/hss.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/committee.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/nextgen/Communications/


█ Vendor Selection. The Department’s vendor selection committee is evaluating the proposals 
presented by the two test development bidders, American Institutes for Research (AIR) and 
Measured Progress. AIR’s main subcontractor would be Data Recognition Corporation (DRC), 
and Measured Progress’s main subcontractor would be Pearson Education North America. We 
anticipate entering into a contract with the selected vendor over the summer. The proposals 
are being evaluated based on each bidder’s general plan, management and staffing 
qualifications, corporate and technical capacity, online test delivery and management platform, 
proposed budget, and their ability to carry out the optional tasks and future directions 
described in the procurement. The twelve members of the vendor selection committee include 
Department staff, representatives from Massachusetts school districts, and representatives 
from Massachusetts public higher education. 
 

█ Test Content Review Panels. We received 239 applications from classroom teachers and 
curriculum specialists expressing their willingness to serve on panels that will help review test 
questions for grade appropriateness, alignment to the curriculum frameworks, and potential 
bias. Selected members will be notified by the end of June. Panels will be created for each 
grade and subject area and are expected to begin work in late 2016, after the selection of a 
testing vendor. 

 
█ Digital Learning Advisory Council. The legislature created the Digital Learning Advisory 

Council in 2013 to advise the Board and the Commissioner on matters related to online 
education and education technology. The Department has asked the council to monitor 
districts' progress toward technological readiness for computer-based testing and to identify 
ways in which the state can assist in those efforts. 

 
 Published Next-Generation MCAS Workgroup Recommendations 

 

 
█ Accessibility. The 25-member Accessibility Workgroup has published recommendations on 

accommodations and test administration considerations. 
 

█ High School Testing. While students in grades 3–8 will take the next-generation MCAS in 
spring 2017, the existing MCAS will remain a graduation requirement through the class of 
2019 (students who are sophomores in 2016–17). The High School Testing Workgroup, which 
consisted of 35 K–12 educators and higher education faculty, drew up recommendations about 
the specific English language arts, math and science and technology/engineering tests to be 
offered in high school, the sequence of tests required for an updated Competency 
Determination that will begin with the class of 2020 (freshmen who enter in fall 2016), and the 
timeline for transitioning to the next-generation MCAS. 

 
█ Test Administration. Seventeen educators provided recommendations on key issues such as 

the number and length of testing sessions, whether tests should be timed or untimed, the 
scheduling of testing windows, options for scoring and the dissemination of results, and 
schedules for phasing in computer-based testing.  

 
The Department will finalize workgroup recommendations after the summer/fall 2016 public 
comment process before receiving final approval from the Commissioner and Board. 
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Commissioner 
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    www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/nextgen  

 
     www.doe.mass.edu/candi/standardsreview  

School administrators may also find the Student Assessment Update to be useful. 
It is sent to principals, test coordinators, special education directors, and ELL directors. 

http://www.air.org/
http://www.measuredprogress.org/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/sac/dlac/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/nextgen/Accessibility/summary.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/nextgen/HSTesting/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/graduation.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/graduation.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/nextgen/TestAdmin/
mailto:jstewart@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/nextgen
http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/standardsreview
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/updates.html

