
 

 

E-Update – Sept  2016 

Next-Gen 

MCAS 
& Learning 
Standards 
Review 
 Commissioner Chester provided a back-to-school update to approximately 400 parents, educators, district 

leaders, and local officials at a community forum at Brockton High School this month. (Photo courtesy of  
Brockton Public Schools) 

Dear District Leaders, Educators, and Community Stakeholders: 

With the 2016–17 school year in full swing, ESE continues to work with school superintendents, 
data and technology directors, principals, and educators to prepare for the administration of the 
next-generation MCAS to grades 3–8 in the spring of 2017.  
 

Spring 2016 MCAS and PARCC test results 
  

█ In August, ESE provided districts and schools with access to their full preliminary MCAS 
results in English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science and Technology/Engineering. 
(Districts and schools in PARCC districts were given access to preliminary PARCC results 
earlier this summer.) Preliminary data are strictly confidential and remain embargoed until 
ESE releases official results later this month. The intent of sharing preliminary results is for 
data verification and to help district and school leaders see where they may need to make 
adjustments. 

 
 Computer-based testing transition; waivers; and mode selection 
  

█ As part of the transition to statewide computer-based testing that was announced in June, 
students in grades 4 and 8 will be expected to take computer-based next-generation MCAS 
English Language Arts and Mathematics tests in spring 2017. Districts that believe they will 
not be ready for computer-based testing can request a waiver. 
 

█ Nearly 800 district- and building-level staff participated in an ESE-sponsored conference call 
earlier this month that provided guidance for computer-based testing. In addition, the 
technology specifications for the next-generation MCAS have been released. Districts have 
until October 14, 2016, to decide whether students in grades 3 and 5–7 will take the new 
English Language Arts and Mathematics assessments on computer or with paper and pencil.   
 

 Standard Setting Policy Committee convenes for next-generation MCAS 
  

█ The Department has convened a Standard Setting Policy Committee—composed of 
educators and administrators from K–12 and higher education, policymakers, and other 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21750
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=23879
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/testadmin/NextGenMCAS-TechSpecs.pdf


stakeholders—to make recommendations to the Commissioner and the Board regarding the 
achievement levels for the next-generation MCAS tests. The 14-member committee is 
considering such issues as what the achievement levels should be called, what they will 
signify, and how many there should be. The committee met for the first time on September 8, 
and the second meeting is scheduled for September 27. 

 
 Special technology funding for charter schools, educational 

collaboratives, and approved special education schools 
  

█ MassDevelopment, an economic development and finance agency established by the 
Massachusetts legislature, offers guarantees on bank loans or tax-exempt bonds for 
financing the acquisition, construction, or renovation of leased or owned facilities. 
MassDevelopment has loans available to cover up to 100 percent of the cost of 
purchasing and installing technology, including new or used telecommunications and 
information technology equipment and software. To learn more, call (800) 445-8030 or 
visit the MassDevelopment website for a listing of regional offices. 
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School administrators may also find the Student Assessment Update to be useful. 
It is sent to principals, test coordinators, special education directors, and ELL directors. 
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