
SENATE.... No. 84.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled:—

The Remonstrance of the Hingham and Quincy Bridge and
Turnpike Corporation humbly shows, that there is now before
the honorable Senate a bill by which the State proposes to take
possession of their property on the first day of April next, and
requires them to commence proceedings thereafter in order to
obtain any payment.

When a similar petition was presented two years since, the
legislative committee reported a bill providing for the assent
of the corporation before it should become a law, presuming
that the committee of the present legislature would see that
our rights were as properly guarded, we did not remonstrate ;

but now that they have reported a bill so much at variance with
the established policy of the Commonwealth, we respectfully
protest against the passage of the same—

Because the petitioners have failed to satisfy the honorable
Commissioners of Plymouth County and of Norfolk County
(the legal tribunals) that there is any exigency requiring the
appropriation of our franchise and property to public uses, and
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their appeal to the legislature from such decisions for special
enactments would, if granted, be depriving the local boards of
the authority conferred on them by general law and by the Act
of the preceding legislature ;

Because the rights which said Corporation has under the
charter granted by the Commonwealth would by such legislation
be invaded and impaired, as such rights are not sufficiently
protected in the proposed Act;

And because the Corporation, (now represented mostly by
descendants of the original projectors,) relying upon the good
faith of the Commonwealth and the charter granted them in
1807, took the risk of an enterprise which did not promise
immediate return, and from which no income was received for
a very long time, deem that their property, now just becoming
of value, should be fully protected, as is required by the tenth
section of the the first article of the Constitution of the United
States.

HINGHAM AND QUINCY BRIDGE
AND TURNPIKE CORPORATION.

Jeffrey R. Brackett.

Quincy, March 12, 1862.

their Treasurer,


