
SENATE No. 100.

In Senate, March 18,1862.

The Committee on Railways, to whom was committed the
Petition of John Clifton and als., and other Petitions in aid of
the same, having considered the same, report the accompanying
Bill.

Per order,

C. I. REED,
For a majority of the Committee.

Commorauealtl) of illassadjiisctts.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the East Boston and Salem Horse Rail-

road Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same,

as follow's :

E. BOSTON AND SALEM HOUSE R. R. CO. [Mar.

dTommonujcaltl) of ittassadjuoctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Two.

1 Sect. 1. John Clifton, Cyrus Washburn, David H.
2 Blaney, Albert Bowker, William C. Barstow, Ebene-
-3 zer Atkins, their associates and successors, are hereby
4 made a corporation by the name of the East Boston
5 and Salem Horse Railroad Company, with authority
6 to construct, maintain, and use a railroad, with single
7 or double tracks, switches, and turnouts, from that
8 part of the city of Boston known as East Boston, at
9 such point or points of connection with the tracks of

10 the Suffolk and Winthrop Railroad Companies as
11 shall be fixed by the mayor and aldermen of said
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12 city, in their location of said road, thence through a

13 portion of said East Boston and a portion of the city
14 of Chelsea, to the point of junction of the Lynn and
15 Boston railroad with the eastern avenue, so called ;

16 said corporation hereby created to have power to
17 connect at said point with the road of the Lynn and
18 Boston Railroad Company. Said corporation hereby
19 created is authorized to construct, maintain, and use
20 a railroad, as aforesaid, from the point of junction of
21 the Salem and Boston Turnpike with the Lynn and
22 Boston Railroad, in the city of Lynn, and near the
23 Lynn Hotel, so called, and thus connecting their road
24 with the road and track of the Lynn and Boston
25 Railroad Company, thence through a portion of said
26 city of Lynn to and through a portion of the town of
27 Swampscott, into the city of Salem.

1 Sect. 2. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall not exceed one hundred thousand dollars, to be
3 divided in shares of fifty dollars each.

1 Sect. 3. Said corporation may purchase and hold
2 real estate for their own use, to an amount not ex-
-3 ceeding fifty thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 4. Said corporation shall have all the privi-
-2 leges, and be liable to all the restrictions and duties,
3 contained in any General Statute, and applicable to
4 horse railroads.
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The undersigned, members of the Joint Committee on Rail-
roads and Canals, upon the Petition of David H. Blaney and
others, beg leave to submit the following

After a long and patient investigation of the case, and a
careful consideration of the testimony offered therein, the
undersigned, members of said Committee, are satisfied that the
objects sought to be obtained by the petitioners are either
already sufficiently provided for by existing legislation, or may
be more satisfactorily accomplished by a slight modification
thereof.

The petitioners claim that their prayer should be granted for
the purpose of providing more complete railroad facilities than
those now existing, for the accommodation of the inhabitants
of the cities of Salem, Lynn, and that portion of Boston called
East Boston.

First.—lt appears in the evidence adduced in the case, that
the people of Salem now have all the railroad accommodations
which they desire, with the exception of a small portion of the
same, including those residing on Lafayette Street and ip the
immediate vicinity thereof; and that this want may be readily,
and with a comparatively small cost, afforded by the construc-
tion of the Salem and South Danvers Horse Railroad, a charter
for which already exists, and an extension of the time for the
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construction of which has been granted during the present
session, and which construction legitimately belongs to the said
corporation, as one of the original objects contemplated in its
charter. The remaining portions of the city of Salem are
already amply supplied with railroad facilities, by means of the
Eastern Railroad and South Reading Branch Railroad, and ask
nothing in addition thereto.

Secondly.—With regard to the want of the people of Lynn,
the concurrent and uncontroverted testimony presented to the
Committee shows that three-fourths of all the people of that
city reside within less than one-half a mile of the Lynn and
Boston Horse Railroad, and nine-tenths of the people within a
distance not exceeding one-half a mile from some one of the
stations of the Eastern Railroad, or from the line of the said
horse railroad, the portion of the citizens more remote from
one or the other of said points being those residing in the
village of Gravesend and the Dye Factory Village, and who, it
appears, would be but little if any better accommodated-by the
proposed road.

Thirdly.—lt further appears in evidence that the Suffolk Rail-
road, now existing in East Boston, will, by the extension of
its track for the distance of one mile, thus forming a connection
with the Winnisimmet Horse Railroad in the city of Chelsea,
completely supply the wants and demands of the people in that
locality; that the said connection is but the natural completion
of said road, the proprietors of which have expressed to the
Committee a desire and a determination to effect the same,
provided the necessary legislative connection shall be granted.

The undersigned are convinced from the evidence in the case,
that the granting the prayer of the petitioners is inexpedient;
inasmuch as it is not only unnecessary for the accomodation of
the public, but tends in a very considerable degree to defeat
that end.

Railroads, in order to accommodate the public in the best
manner, must be self-sustaining ; and to be self-sustaining, they
must be commensurate with the travel; the rates of fare in-
creasing in the same ratio as they exceed this point, and the
amount of travel and consequent ability of the road to sustain
itself diminishing with the increase of the rates of fare. Now
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it appears in evidence, that with the present patronage the roads
are barely self-sustaining.

The Eastern Road is at present totally unable to pay divi-
dends, and its capital stock depressed to nearly one-half its par
value.

Now it is pertinent to inquire, what would be the condition
of the enterprises, of their stockholders, and of the public,
with their patronage subdivided and shared with another road.
Would not these enterprises be themselves ruined, the stock-
holders be defrauded of their just dues, and the public thereby,
in the end, deprived of the accommodations which these roads
are designed to afford ?

That such would be the inevitable result is the conviction of
the undersigned members of your Committee.

The undersigned, therefore, in consideration of the above
facts, respectfully submit, that thd petitioners have leave to
withdraw.

ALBERT CURRIER.
JOS. D. DANIELS.

The undersigned concurs in the foregoing recommendation
that the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

E. C. BANFIELD.


