
SENATE .... No. 143.

In Senate April 9, 1862.

The Committee on the Militia, to whom wms referred the Senate
Order of Feb. 21st, 1862, originally referred to “ the Com-
mittee on Claims,” and by that committee, under date of
Feb. 27th, 1862, reported back to the Senate, asking “ to be
discharged from the further consideration of the ” subject,
and recommending its reference to the Committee on the
Militia, and which Order provides, “ that the Committee on
Claims, in passing upon the various claims presented for
expenses incurred in recruiting the Fourteenth Regiment, or
Irish Brigade, so called, be authorized to inquire into the
reasons why said Regiment was discharged, and the circum-
stances attending the same, and the expenses of recruiting
said regiment, and the expenses of recruiting other regi-
ments,”

While the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Regiments were
encamped on Long Island, orders from the United States
government were received by His Excellency the Governor ofMassachusetts, to prepare and send forward six regiments only
of “ three years men.”
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Great anxiety was manifested, on the part of every regiment
then under arms in the State, to be one of the six regiments
first forwarded to the seat of war.

The Thirteenth Regiment and the Fourteenth, (or Irish
Brigade, as it was called,) were extremely anxious to go, and
Governor Andrew decided to send forward one of them, and
selected the Thirteenth, Colonel Cass.

This regiment was not full at the time it was selected, and
the Governor, through the Adjutant-General, on or about the
sth of June, 1861, at the camp on Long Island, proposed to the
men in the Fourteenth Regiment that they might join the
Eleventh or Thirteenth, which regiments would be dispatched
to the seat of war forthwith; but most of these men of the
Fourteenth positively declined this offer. Doctor T. H. Smith,
who first proposed, and did (as the Committee believe) raise
the Fourteenth Regiment, addressed a letter to His Excellency
the Governor upon this subject, and the following is a copy of
the reply to Doctor Smith:

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Executive Department, Boston, 1
June 7th, 1861. )

Dr. T. H. Smith ;

Sir,—It is impossible to include the Fourteenth Regiment in the six
regiments now authorized, unless by the men enlisting themselves into
others, so as to fill them up to the army maximum.

If they do not wish to avail themselves of this opportunity, I have no

desire to compel them, nor could lif I would. Had I the power to

have accepted twelve regiments at once, instead ot six, I should have

said so, and saved many good soldiers from a temporary disappointment,
which I regret perhaps not less than they do.

Your obedient servant,
John A. Andrew.

Some time after the selection of the Thirteenth Regiment for
immediate service, quite a number of the Fourteenth joined the
Thirteenth, some the Eleventh, and others went to New York,
and the Fourteenth was thereby reduced to about 150 men.

It appeared before the Committee, that these men were urged
to join other regiments, but declined ; they were told they might
go home, but they remained on the island, and finally the
Governor issued an Order, of which the following is a copy:—
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Head-Quarters, Boston, >

June 13, 1861. j
[Special Order, No. 302.]

The Commander-in-Chief orders the encampment of the Fourteenth
Regiment, on Long Island, to be discontinued, and that regiment to be
discharged from duty until further orders.

Brigadier-General Bullock is charged with the execution of this
Order.

By command of His Excellency John A. Andrew, Governor and
Commander-in-Chief.

A true copy. Attest:
Wm. Schouler, Adjutant-General.

Too much praise cannot be awarded to Dr. Smith and his
friends in raising the “Irish Brigade.” They labored inces-
santly day and night, and expended very large sums of money
from their own private resources to aid in putting down “ the
rebellion.”

Dr. Smith testified that the cost of raising and supporting this
“Irish Brigade” was upwards of 120,000, and he thought he
had paid, and was obligated to pay as much as $lO,OOO out of
his own pocket.

The testimony (in this matter) of Dr. Smith and his witnesses,
and that of Adjutant-General Schouler, is submitted with this
Report, to which reference may be had.

In reply to that part of the Order which inquires as to the
“ expense of recruiting said regiments, and the expense of
recruiting other regiments,” the Committee beg leave to refer
to a communication from Adjutant-General Schouler, dated
April 9th, 1862, and which is made a part of this Report.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Adjutant-General’sOffice, Boston, j
April 9th, 1862. |

To Hon. James M. Thompson, Chairman of Committee on the Militia:
Sir, —You have asked me to state as near as possible, the expenses

of recruiting Massachusetts regiments.
By referring to the communication which I had the honor to address

you on the 27th of March, you will learn the general policy in regard
to recruiting regiments adopted by this Commonwealth.
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As regards tire mere recruiting of regiments, the Commonwealth has
been to very little expense. The commanding officers of companies as a

general thing, have recruited their own companies without expense to

the State.
On the 24th of July, GeneralBullock was appointed general recruiting

officer for the State. He was authorized to pay one dollar a head to
every able-bodied man recruited ; to hire an office in Boston, the rent

not to exceed $6OO a year. He was also authorized to appoint agents,
and employ help.

He continued in this charge until December 11th—less than five
months, in which time he recruited by himself and agents, upwards of
7,000 men ; the expenses according to the information received from the
auditor of the State, was $9,523.92.

Many of the regiments were recruited without expense to this Com-
monwealth.

My judgment is, that the average cost of recruiting each Massachusetts
regiment did not exceed (800) eight hundred dollars.

Very respectfully, yours,
Wm. Schooler, Adjutant-General.

For the Committee,

J. M. THOMPSON, Chairman.


