
SENATE No. 4.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.

The facts concerning the condition of the cattle of the State,
and the prosperity of our interest in stock husbandry, as
reported by the Commissioners on Contagions Diseases among
Cattle, for the year 1874, are substantially true respecting
those interests for the year 1875. Although severe losses
have been suffered by stock-owners in other states and coun-
tries, by the prevalence of contagious disease in their herds,
we have been, in a great measure, exempt. The Spanish
fever, or "Texas cattle disease,” which, in 1874, created great
alarm and much loss in some sections of the State, has been
again imported to us, in the same manner as in that year, and
with similar results. About the Ist of September, the Com-
missioners were notified by the selectmen of the town of
Cheshire, in Berkshire County, of the prevalence of an appar-
ently contagious and fatal disease among the stock of that and
the adjoining town of Lanesborough. Soon after, like inform-
ation was received from the town officers of Plainfield, in
Hampshire County, and of Hawley, in the county of Frank-
lin. As the case appeared to be of sufficient importance to
justify some action on the part of the Board, Dr. E. F.
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Thayer, of the commission, visited the tow.u of Cheshire on
the 7th ot that month, for the purpose of making an investi-
gation of the case. In company with the selectmen of the
town, he examined a herd of cattle belonging to William
Ingalls, and found several of them severely sick, and quite a
number had already died. By the examination of both the
sick and the dead, it was conclusively ascertained that the
disease was Spanish fever. A subsequent examination of
two herds in Lanesborough, one of which belonged to Mr. H.
A. Noble, and one on the farm of Mr. Laman, of Tyringham,
the same disease was found, with symptoms aud results
identically like those of this disease described in our last
report. In that report we called the attention of the legis-
lature to the character of that disease, its origin, and the
manner in which it reached and was disseminated among our
home stock. The examination we have made of the case the
present year, discloses the fact that some of our stock dealers,
influenced only by motives of cupidity, and regardless of the
general good, have disregarded the teachings of our former
experience, and deliberately brought to and scattered through
certain sections of the State, that class of cattle who alone
communicate this disease. It was found that, in all the towns
named, the disease was contracted by their home stock, from
Texas cattle, recently from the South-west, bought in Albany
by drovers, and driven in various directions tlu'ough our
western towns, to be sold to butchers. If such animals were
transported by rail to Brighton, and were taken directly to
the abattoir for slaughter, little harm would result. But
when driven from town to town, or when brought in contact
with cattle kept on our farms for dairy purposes to fatten,
or for work, the most serious results are sure to follow. As
we, in our last report, called the attention of dealers in stock
to this important matter, aud urged upon them the propriety
of refusing to deal in such cattle durum the warm season, and
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without preventing a recurrence of the acts complained of, we
deem it our duty to recommend measures which shall be
effectual in protecting our cattle and their owners from a
repetition of the calamity. As was recommended by the
national convention, held in Springfield, 111., in 1868, to con-
sider this subject, all of the western border States have
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enacted laws which are rigidly enforced, and which forbid,
under heavy penalties, the bringing of Texas cattle into their
territory during the warm months. These laws have given
them effectual protection from the disease. But the exten-
sion of railroad transportation to the far West enables
western drovers to shun those states and to put that class of
cattle down here, making Massachusetts virtually a border
State, and entailing upon us the disastrous results. In this
emergency, as a measure of self-interest and protection, the
Commissioners would earnestly recommend to the legislature
the enactment of a law forbidding all persons to bring into
this State any Texas or Cherokee cattle, between the first day
of June and the first day of October, and with such pro-
visions that the same may be effectually enforced.

LEVI STOCKBRIDGE,
E. F. THAYER,

Commissioners on Contagious Diseases among Cattle

Boston, January 6, 1876.




