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The Committee on Harbors, to whom was referred the
titions of the mayor of the city of Boston and the mayor
the city of Chelsea, for authority to reconstruct Chelsea
idge, report the accompanying Bill

For the Committee,

EUSTACE C. FITZ.

(Hominomucaitl) of ittassadjusctts.

In Senate, March 21, 1870
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AN ACT
Authorizing the Cities of Boston and Chelsea to

Reconstruct Chelsea Bridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The city of Boston shall have author-
-2 ity to reconstruct that part of Chelsea bridge now

3 maintained by it, in the manner following, to wit:
4 To increase the width of said bridge to sixty-six
5 feet, so that it shall be thirty-three feet in width
6 on each side of the centre of the present bridge;
7 to fill solid to said width the portion between the
8 Charlestown end in the former city of Charles-
-9 town to the harbor commissioners’ line, and also

10 the portion between the southerly sea-wall of the
11 filled land of the Boston and Lowell Railroad Com-
12 pany and the northerly sea-wall of the flats and
13 filled land of the Mystic River Corporation; to
14 change the location of the draw therein, and to
15 build suitable draw-piers and fenders; subject,

Commomucaltl) of iflassacljueette.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Six.
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10 however, to the provisions of the four hundred
17 and thirty-second chapter of the acts of the year
18 one thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine. In
19 constructing the portions to be filled solid, the
20 city of Boston shall have the option of building
21 retaining-walls, or bulkheads, or of sloping the
22 sides to such an extent as may be necessary to
23 build the roadway of the bridge to the width of
24 sixty-six feet.

1 Sect. 2. The city of Chelsea shall have author-
2 ity to reconstruct that part of Chelsea bridge now
3 maintained by it in the manner following, to wit:
4 to increase the width of said bridge to the extent
5 and in the manner herein before authorized to be
6 done by the city of Boston; to fill solid to said
7 width such portion of said bridge from the Chel-
-8 sea end towards the draw as the harbor comrais-
-9 sioners shall determine and permit to be filled, to

10 the depth of not less than ten feet above mean
11 low-water mark; to construct solid retaining-walls
12 for that purpose, on both sides of said bridge, and
13 if said city of Chelsea shall so elect, to slope the
14 westerly side instead of constructing said solid
15 retaining-wall; to change the location of the draw-
-16 piers, and to build suitable piers and fenders for
17 said draw: all subject, however, to the provisions
18 of the four hundred and thirty-second chapter of
19 the acts of the year one thousand eight hundred
20 and sixty-nine.

1 Sect. 3. To secure and accomplish the objects
2 and purposes of the preceding sections, said cities
3 may severally take such lands, buildings, wharves
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4 and structures as they deem necessary; and all
5 damages to private property, or for land, buildings,
6 wharves or structures taken under this act, shall
7 be ascertained as prescribed in chapter forty-three
8 of the General Statutes, and be severally paid for
9 by said cities: provided, however, that nothing

10 herein contained shall be construed to compel pay-
-11 ment for any land or property within the location
12 of said bridge as originally laid out.

1 Sect. 4. Such cities shall severally have the
2 right to fill those portions of the bridge herein
3 before authorized to be filled, solid, to the depth
4 of ten feet above mean low-water mark, with
5 material taken from Hats or marsh between high
6 and low water mark, at such place or places as
7 shall be designated by the harbor commissioners,
8 and in such case, no other compensation for said
9 filling shall be required from said cities.

1 Sect. 5. Said cities of Boston and Chelsea
2 are authorized, during the rebuilding of said
3 bridge, to construct and maintain, within their
4 said respective limits, a foot-walk; but they shall
5 be subject to no liability for damages for any
6 injury suffered by any person while passing over

7 said foot-walk by reason of any defect therein.

1 Sect. 6. Nothing contained in this act shall
2 affect any obligation existing on the part of any
3 person or corporation to keep in repair any portion
4 of the bridge, after the same shall have been re-

-5 built.
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1 Sect. 7. Either of said cities is authorized to
2 build a temporary structure upon which the Lynn
3 and Boston Horse Railroad Company may run its
4 cars at its own risk, while said city is rebuilding
5 any part of said bridge, or said railroad company
0 may build and use said temporary structure itself,
7 subject to the approval of the harbor commission-
-8 ers: provided, that neither city shall be liable to
9 any person or corporation by reason of maintain-

10 ing said temporary structure, or by reason of any
11 defect therein; and provided, also, that nothing
12 contained in this section shall be construed to
13 prohibit either city from closing said bridge or any
14 portion thereof to public travel whenever it shall
15 become necessary in the construction thereof.




