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The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was committed
the House Bill to regulate lying-in, hospitals, report that the
same ought to pass, in a new draft, herewith submitted.

For the Committee,

GEO. D. ROBINSON.

tHommomucaltl) of iltassadjusctts.

In Senate, March 30, 1870.
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AN ACT
To regulate Lying-in Hospitals.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The mayor and aldermen of any city,
2 or selectmen of any town, may license any per-
-3 son to establish or keep, within their respective
4 cities and towns, a lying-in hospital, hospital ward,
5 or other place, for the reception, care and treat-
-6 ment of women in labor, provided that the board
7 of health in such city or town shall first certify to
8 the mayor and aldermen or selectmen that the
9 person applying for such license is, in their judg-

10 ment, a suitable person, and that from the inspec-
-11 tion and examination of such hospital, hospital
12 ward, or other place aforesaid, by said board of
13 health, the same is suitable and properly arranged
14 and provided for such business.
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1 Sect. 2. Such licenses shall continue in force
2 for the terra of two years, subject, however, to
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3 revocation by the mayor and aldermen or select-
-4 men of the city or town.

1 Sect. 3. Every hospital, hospital ward, or
2 other place established or kept by virtue of a
3 license granted as herein before provided, shall be
4 subject to visitation and inspection by the board
5 of health, the chief of police, the mayor of the
(5 city or selectmen of the town at any time, and
7 any such hospital, hospital ward, or other place
8 which receives in a year more than six women
9 as patients in labor, shall also be subject to visi-

-10 tation and inspection by the state board of health.

1 Sect. 4. Whoever establishes or keeps, or is
2 concerned in establishing or keeping any hospital,
3 hospital ward, or other place for the purposes
4 aforesaid, or whoever is engaged in such business
5 without such license, shall, for the first offence,
6 forfeit a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars,
7 one-half of which forfeiture shall be paid to the
8 complainant and the other half to the city or town,
9 and for any subsequent offence, shall be punished

10 by imprisonment in the jail or house of correction,
11 for a term not exceeding two years.




