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ACADEMIC PRIORITIES COUNCIL 

 
Make the currently required "Research in Communication Disorders" course an elective; The change from 
"required" to "elective" for the "Research in Communication Disorders" course is being recommended due 
to the fact that the M.A. program leads to the awarding of a professional degree, not a research degree. The 
content of the research course is well beyond what students need in terms of research training as they are not 
expected to design their own research projects. 
 
Make the "Augmentative and Alternative Communication" course a requirement, instead of an elective. 
Augmentative and alternative communication application/use is an ever-increasingly important part of 
clinical practice for the students enrolled in this program; it appears as a unique area in their accreditation 
standards. Knowledge in this course is essential to the training of well-prepared speech-language 
pathologists. 
 
Change the "Advanced Hearing Rehabilitation" course from a graduate-level requirement to a foundational 
or prerequisite course.  The vast majority of students entering the master's program have waived out of the 
Advanced Hearing Rehabilitation course.  Given the large number of waivers granted each year, it is proposed 
to no longer require this course as part of the graduate curriculum; it would henceforth be considered a 
foundational or prerequisite course. This is consistent with how most other Master’s programs fulfill the 
hearing rehabilitation requirement for their students. 
 
At its September 22, 2016 meeting, the Academic Priorities Council voted to endorse approval of the proposal. 

 
GRADUATE COUNCIL 

 
The Academic Standards and Curriculum Committee (ASCC) of the Graduate Council met on October 5, 
2016 and reviewed the proposal for the Revision of the Master of Arts (M.A.) Degree Program in the 
Department of Communication Disorders. The ASCC recommended this proposal for approval. 
 
On Wednesday, October 12, 2016, the Graduate Council unanimously approved the Revision of the Master of 
Arts (M.A.) Degree Program in the Department of Communication Disorders, Proposal #3108 in the Course 
and Curriculum Management System. 
 

 
PROGRAM AND BUDGET COUNCIL 

 
The proposed change affects exiting courses within the degree program.  It revises requirements by changing 
one course from ‘requirement’ to ‘foundational/prerequisite.’  It changes another from ‘required’ to ‘elective’ 
and a third from ‘elective’ to ‘required.’  This change results in a change from 45 to 42 academic credits 
required.  Most students earn an additional 15 credits related to clinical practice. 
 
At its meeting on February 15, 2017, the Program and Budget Council unanimously approved the Revision of 
the Master of Arts (M.A.) Degree Program in the Department of Communication Disorders.  It was submitted 
as proposal #3108 in the Course and Curriculum Management System. 

 
 
 
 
 

MOTION: That the Faculty Senate approve the Revision of the Master of Arts (M.A.) Degree Program in 
22-17  the Department of Communication Disorders, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 17-039. 
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Proposal Development 
 
A. Briefly describe the Proposal. 
 
This proposal calls for (1) the change of one course from a program requirement to a 
foundational/prerequisite course, (2) the change in one course from being a program elective to a program 
requirement, and (3) the change in one course from being a program requirement to a program elective. The 
total number of credits for this master's degree would change from 45 to 42 academic credits (our students 
typically earn an additional 15 credits related to clinical practica). 
 
B. Please describe the existing program requirements, listing all required courses and available electives, as 
 well as any additional requirements, and continuation or admissions policies.  
 
The following required courses (all of which are 3 credits each) comprise the program's current academic 
requirements: 
 
COMM-DIS 530: Neurologic Bases 
COMM-DIS 610: Phonologic Disorders 
COMM-DIS 615: Eval. Processes in SLP 
COMM-DIS 631: Child Language I 
COMM-DIS 641: Advanced Hearing Rehab 
COMM-DIS 580: Cognitive Bases 
COMM-DIS 624: Motor Speech Disorders 
COMM-DIS 632: Child Language II 
COMM-DIS 691D: Dysphagia 
COMM-DIS 630: Research in Com. Dis. 
COMM-DIS 520: Counseling in Com. Dis. 
COMM-DIS 613: Adult Language I 
COMM-DIS 612: Voice Problems 
COMM-DIS 611: Fluency Disorders 
COMM-DIS 614: Adult Language II 
 
The following elective courses are available to the program's matriculated students: 
 
COMM-DIS 591C: Augmentative and Alternative Communication 
COMM-DIS 540: Intro Autism Spec Disorders 
 
In addition to academic requirements, students enrolled in this professional master's program are required to 
earn 400 hours of clinical experience under the supervision of licensed/certified speech-language pathologists. 
They also complete all requirements for Massachusetts certification as a Teacher of the Language, Speech, 
and Hearing Impaired - All Levels. 
 
C.  Please describe the requirements that you are proposing, listing course  requirements, elective options, as 
 well as any additional requirements, and continuation or admissions policies. 
 
This application includes three proposed changes: 
 
1)  A proposal to make the currently required "Research in Communication Disorders" course an 
 elective. 
 
2)  A proposal to make the "Augmentative and Alternative Communication" course a requirement, 
 instead of an elective. 
 



   Sen. Doc. No. 17-039 
3)  A proposal to change the "Advanced Hearing Rehabilitation" course from a graduate-level 
 requirement to a foundational or prerequisite course. 
 
D. Please provide the rationale for these revisions.  
 
1)  The change from "required" to "elective" for the "Research in Communication Disorders" course is 
 being recommended due to the fact that our M.A. program leads to the awarding of a professional 
 degree, not a research degree. The content of the research course is well beyond what these students 
 need in terms of research training as we do not expect them to design their own research projects. We 
 are confident that the remainder of the curriculum, which is largely based on the concept of evidence-
 based practice, provides our students with the training to become critical consumers of research and to 
 apply knowledge gained from current research to the delivery of excellent clinical care. Should one of 
 our students wish to take the Research in Communication Disorders course, they may do so as an 
 elective. 
 
2)  Augmentative and alternative communication application/use is an ever-increasingly important part of 
 clinical practice for the students enrolled in this program; it appears as a unique area in our 
 accreditation standards.  Knowledge to be gained in this course is essential to the training of well-
 prepared speech-language pathologists. 
 
3)  In recent years, the vast majority of students entering our master's program have waived out of the 
 Advanced Hearing Rehabilitation course as they have taken similar coursework at the undergraduate 
 level outside of UMass. Most undergraduate programs in Communication Disorders offer hearing 
 rehabilitation coursework at the undergraduate level; in fact, we are  proposing to now offer this as a 
 new course in our undergraduate curriculum (currently under review as a new experimental course, 
 COMM-DIS 413). Given the large number of waivers granted each year, we propose to no longer 
 require this course as part of the graduate curriculum; it would henceforth be considered a 
 foundational or prerequisite course. This is consistent with how most other Master’s programs fulfill 
 the hearing rehabilitation requirement for their students. The small percentage of students admitted to 
 our M.A. program who have not previously taken this course will have several options: to take it at 
 another institution (either live or on-line) the summer prior to their enrollment in the program; to take 
 a class at another institution during the summer between years 1 and 2 of their program; or, should 
 their schedules permit, to take the aural rehabilitation undergraduate course that will be offered in 
 our department. 
 
E. Academic Requirements Review 
 
Requirements Not Available At This Time 
 
F. If this proposal requires no additional resources, say so and briefly explain why. If this proposal 
 requires additional resources, explain how they will be paid for. For proposals involving instruction, 
 indicate how many new enrollments are expected and whether the courses have room to accommodate 
 them. 
 
No additional resources are required as a result of this proposal. The one course that is changing from elective 
to required is already offered as part of our standard curriculum and is part of Dr. Yu-kyong Choe's standard 
teaching load. The course has plenty of room to accommodate all students enrolled in a given master's class 
(typically 24-26 students/year). 
 

 
 


